
01 – John’s Birth 
 

01:1-4  Preface 

Luke is writing of the things which had been accomplished among them.  His stress is upon the life of 

Jesus as a unique and incomparable event.  God had revealed himself.  The message of salvation was not partial 

or tentative;  it had been accomplished.  For the human understanding of the nature of God, Jesus Christ is final. 

Many eyewitnesses and ministers of the word had contributed to the remembered truth about Jesus which 

Luke wanted to record.  All the apostles and those mentioned by name in the Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles 

were only part of those who saw Jesus and followed him.  It is a reminder of the role played in every generation 

by any man or woman who were and are ministers of the word.  Luke reported what they had heard, what they 

had seen with their eyes, what they had looked upon and touched with their hands, concerning the world of life. 

The truth must first deal with the facts of the life of the historical Jesus.  However it is incomplete if it 

does not include the theology – history with a meaning and an immense significance.  Luke told the story of a 

career that transformed all men’s minds and souls. 

01:5-13  Zacharias 

In spite of the evil of Herod, a core of society gave it a sense of wholesomeness.  Zacharias and Elizabeth 

were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.  Jesus 

came out of the heritage of Israel which had a spiritual force which would produce souls that were accounted 

righteous before God. 

When the angel appeared to Zacharias, fear fell upon him.  But this was not fear of bodily harm or mental 

distress.  It was a startled awareness of those tremendous heights and depths by which the soul finds itself 

confronted, when it recognizes the incredible gulf between itself and the wonder of God.  That is how we are to 

fear God. 

01:14-25  Promise 

Zachariah was given a promise about John being filled with the Holy Spirit and he would turn many to 

the Lord their God.  Greatness in this world is measured in different terms:  not of service but of self-

aggrandizement;  material rather than spiritual;  immediate and visible, rather than invisible.  It is greatness as 

God sees it.  John, like many following him, would burn with God’s messages until they were delivered.  In spite 

of the surface indications, there is always a hunger for the prophet, who speaks without self-consciousness, but 

with the flaming conviction of the purposes of the most high God.  John should be a Nazarite, vowed to self-

discipline and to abstinence;  and become a ready instrument for service to God. 

01:26-38  Annunciation 

One must walk in the way of the heavenly purpose, but what is the way?  How can a clear path be found 

in the confusion of a human mind?  The angel recognizes Mary’s insufficiency and soothes her by saying, “with 

God, nothing is impossible.”  Mary’s response, “Let it be to me according to your word” is an assurance of her 

faith in God’s revelation.  It does not come from analysis or speculation.  It comes from being ready to obey, and 

to enter the one door to knowledge and growth;  and it leads to the fulfillment of life only God’s grace can bring. 

Jesus’ kingship was not of this world.  Rather, He built a kingdom of heaven in this world.  His is 

sovereignty of mind and spirit that cannot be denied by naysayers.  That kingdom can be built only when the 

imagination and will of the peoples of the world are captured by the spirit of Him whose greatness was that He 

came not to be ministered unto but to minister.  All birth is a miracle, and the supreme miracle was the actual 

entrance into the world of one who in his mind and spirit completely expressed and embodied the reality of God.  

Jesus’ conception was of the Holy Spirit.  The purpose of God descended to earth radiantly.  God chose Mary, 

the maid of Nazareth in her meek obedience;  and in the lovely purity of her virgin soul. 

01:39-56  Visit to Elizabeth 

Faith is our act in that it begins with the turning of a heart desirously toward God.  But then it depends no 

longer upon any action of our own.  It is the quiet surrender of the self to the spirit of God, which then takes hold 

and brings to fulfillment in us the faith which is His gift and which opens the way for all His continued giving. 

The Magnificat is Mary’s song of rejoicing.  Yet the reason for her rejoicing was not what she herself 

might do, but that which might be done by Him who was to be born of her.  The earliest church saw the Magnificat 

as an expression of the kind of salvation God wrought through Jesus.  It was a salvation that the great ones of the 



earth would not welcome.  It was to challenge the selfish powers of this earth and exalt those of low degree.  We 

will only be delivered from sin and its consequences through meek acceptance of the Will of God. 

We live in a world where the kind of social change required by the church is misunderstood and even 

abhorred.  Supporters of church teaching are considered bigoted and mean spirited, because they are in conflict 

with vested interests and rooted preconceptions.  The vested interests have always found church teaching to be 

inconvenient.  The rooted preconceptions are the result of many years of schooling that have brainwashed not 

only the students, but also the teachers.  Reality has been lost and truth has been obscured.  It appears the world 

is discontent with the church.  It must also be the church is discontent with the world and fired up to change it.  It 

cannot be true to Christ unless it is making people restless in their unchristian world.  We must rebel against social 

injustice;  but even more important we must rebel against the teachings of plurality and the secularization of our 

children. 

01:57-80  John’s Birth 

Zacharias and Elizabeth were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 

ordinances of the Lord blameless.  The family would have named him Zacharias after his father.  It did not seem 

right the give an unprecedented name to a baby.  It is common to think that what has been must continue to be.  

It is a natural feeling, but must not be used to exclude a spiritual message from outside the closed circle.  

Sometimes a change is necessary to introduce a new message and new meaning for the world around us.  That 

would be true for John, the son of Zacharias.  It may be true for many other sons of men.  The present cannot 

always be governed by the past.  Zacharias had been given a promise and he named the child according to that 

promise. 

01:67-80  Benedictus 

The personal joy of Zacharias is lifted up into a relationship with a larger patriotism.  He begins thinking 

of the gift of his child as part of a far larger and greater gift.  What God had given him would be the channel of 

God’s mercy for the whole people, in which every individual would have a share.  These verses are used in the 

Morning Prayer service in our 1928 Book of Common Prayer.  Tradition would have us read this canticle every 

morning except when this portion of Holy Scripture is read in the New Testament lesson. 

Ordinarily people would estimate the favor of God in immediate and material terms.  If they were to 

believe in a divine redemption, they would want to see it evidenced in the here and now.  But to Zacharias’ 

perception God had already visited and redeemed His people.  He had done so because He had planted in their 

life a spiritual quality;  and had given to them a spiritual commission which no outward happenings could destroy.  

Whoever and whatever might be their enemies, they could escape from them into the citadel of a deep inner 

security of faith.  Whatever the events of the moment, this nation could have the heroic confidence of those to 

whom it was granted that they could serve God without fear. 

This Benedictus sets forth the meaning that the ministry of John the Baptist would fulfill.  The description 

applies not only to John but also an essential spirit to any life.  What is the highest destiny to which any person 

can aspire?  The supreme achievement in any career would be to do essentially for its own generation what John 

would do for his:  to walk in the light of God’s countenance and open the way for His increasing presence in our 

world;  to teach people to find their ultimate salvation, through the humble and contrite heart that seeks 

forgiveness of sins;  to bring in the dawn of a new day so that those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 

death may be guided into the way of peace. 

Although we are not told to be hermits, there is value in being in the presence of God without the 

distractions of the crowds around us.  Before John appeared at the Jordan River and began to preach, he was in 

the wilderness.  He separated himself from men in order to be alone with God.  As the modern world is more 

confused and clamorous than John’s world, there is more need, that those who are to speak a message for God, to 

learn the value of deliberate withdrawal.  The heavenly voices will not force themselves through the distractions 

of this world.  They must be sought by those who have made themselves receptive and ready for a divine 

communion. 


