
02 – Jesus’ Childhood 
 

02:1-7  Birth 

Caesar Augustus was born Gaius Octavius in 63 BC.  He was the great nephew of Julius Caesar, who 

adopted him as a son and heir.  It is said that he found Rome brick and left it marble.  It was under his rule that 

the name Rome meant wealth, power, and authority.  It was by his decree that Mary and Joseph came to 

Bethlehem, where Jesus was born in a stable. 

One would assume that the name Caesar Augustus would tower over history;  and a humble child born in 

a remote corner of his reign would be lost and forgotten.  But it was not so.  Caesar Augustus is only an echo of 

ancient times, while the name of the child is spoken by millions with reverence and love.  The whole meaning of 

Christian history is summed up in that contrast.  The spirit’s inner life are more powerful than things.  All the 

power of Rome has fallen into ruin;  while the power of Jesus has lived and increased, because it can reach men’s 

hearts and make them different and new. 

Bethlehem is in a relatively fertile region and the name means “house of bread.”  Surely it is not 

coincidence that the bread of the world, Jesus, was born in the “house of bread.”  He taught His disciples to ask 

for their daily bread.  It is not only a house of bread in the physical sense.  It is the house of that living bread 

which feeds all that is fullest in men’s souls.  As Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (Matt. 4:4).  One can have the wealth of the world to live on, but if they 

do not know how to live, life will grow bitter, disillusioned, and despairing.  Something inside men and women 

will starve unless it is fed by Him who said He had come to be the bread of life. 

It boggles the mind that the Lord of the world could not find a room in the Inn.  We must remember, Jesus 

was incarnated as fully human.  As such, He was simply one of many travelers coming into town by Caesar’s 

decree.  He was simply one of the masses in His humanity.  No one knew the importance He would come to have 

in His lifetime;  and certainly no one suspected what would come after His death on the Cross and His divine 

resurrection.  We too are prone to tell a stranger, “There is no room in the Inn.”  If we can avoid becoming cynical, 

we have an opportunity to fight evil with our belief in the beauty and good in the world.  We have a chance every 

time we are moved with an impulse that is generous. 

02:8-20  Shepherds 

To whom was the message, “Unto you is born” addressed?  Not to Herod, Augustus Caesar, nor chief 

priests and scribes.  It was addressed to shepherds watching over their flocks by night.  It was addressed to the 

humble, the lowly, those with expectant hearts.  In spite of the longing for the restoration of the glory which had 

been true in David’s time, the answer came to Bethlehem in the most humble of surroundings.  Still, David 

represented more than the greatness of a king.  He represented the immortal grandeur of the heart of humanity 

seeking after God.  Davis stood as  the type of the soul which, through struggle, defeat, and hard-won victories 

pursues the warrior’s road to God. 

Surely, Jesus was not the only child born in a manger.  It would not have been uncommon for many in 

those days.  Yet, it does seem incredible that God came so close to mankind.  To believe that God is above us is 

one thing.  To believe that God is a strength sufficient for us is another;  and still more inspiring of confidence.  

But to believe that God is not only almighty, that he is not only all-sufficient, but that He is God with us, God the 

near, the understanding and the intimate – that is best of all.  What is important to God is not the things that try 

our souls day after day.  It is not what we possess or even accomplish;  it is what we seek with our inmost souls. 

Peace among men is the climax of life’s great hope, but it is not the beginning.  The beginning is the 

adoration of God Himself.  Our betterment cannot come from human schemes;  it must come from God.  Many 

people claim to be trying to “find themselves.”  Instead they should be trying to find God;  and to be restored by 

Him.  Everyone eventually finds that they are not capable of themselves, or even with their fellow man, of bringing 

peace to this world.  We must first find God before we can discover our true selves. 

Finding God is not always an activity.  What we really need is to be quiet before the voices which speak 

to us of the unseen reality of life.  Those voices may come in forms no more impressive that those of the shepherds;  

but they come.  Someone we know has been aware of God.  Someone has given us an incentive to believe that 

there is something more to life than its everyday appearances.  Life is never understood until it is interpreted in 

the light of communion with the infinite.  God will not be found in some strange and distant day if he cannot be 

found now.  He can be found now in the things that are most close – in the familiar blessing of friendship and 



affection, in the daily beauty of patience and devotion and faith and love.  When men recognize this, they can go 

back to their routine work, glorifying and praising God for all that they have seen and heard. 

02:21-40  Presentation 

Circumcision was used as a block to keep Gentiles out of the faith of Jesus, and is often associated with 

disparagement.  However Jesus was circumcised in accordance to tradition.  He did not throw over tradition when 

He wrote His laws on our hearts.  He retained all the rich inheritance of Israel.  He said, “Think not that I have 

come to abolish the law and the prophets;  I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matt. 5:17).  The 

collect for the feast of the Circumcision says, “Almighty God, who madest thy blessed Son to be circumcised and 

obedient to the law for man.  Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit.”  Every rite and ceremony originally 

was an effort to express a spiritual purpose.  As long as it does that, it is to be reverenced.  When it fails to do 

that, then the spirit must seek expression in some new and living way. 

Before death, many people want to secure a reputation, an honored name or a prosperous family.  Simeon 

had a different desire.  He wanted to see the beginning of God’s promise for His people.  When he held Jesus, he 

knew this was the beginning of salvation.  It is the realization that the spiritual treasures which God had given to 

Israel were meant as a gift for all mankind.  The glory of Israel was intended to be a light to lighten the Gentiles.  

Any Church concerned with its own prestige, has no burning desire to reach out with redemption to all life 

everywhere. 

We associate Luke’s Gospel with the Christmas story and it makes all childhood more significant and 

precious.  But we err if we fail to think ahead to the man into whom the child of Bethlehem grew.  The second 

collect for Christmas Day says, Grant that as we joyfully receive Christ for our Redeemer, so may we, with sure 

confidence, behold Him when He shall come to be our Judge.”  Jesus understood the divisiveness of His mission 

on earth.  Some men would love Him.  Others would hate Him.  Jesus knew He would offend their prejudices;  

challenge their conventions;  set up standards of right and wrong which destroyed their respectability.  He ignored 

the best people and championed the common crowd.  We must move beyond the infant.  We must decide if we 

are happy that He will force difficult decisions on us;  compel us to review and reshape the values of our lives;  

to renounce the things that pride or greed or lust cling to;  and to accept instead the divine imperatives of His law 

of service. 

Jesus grew up in the humble town of Nazareth.  An ordinary village of seemingly ordinary folk.  He grew 

into a fullness of body, mind, and spirit which made Him what He was.  God’s spiritual miracles may happen in 

very quiet ways.  Jesus had a readiness to see and to mark all the simple beauty which surrounded him.  He always 

found the best in people.  He saw undreamed of possibilities in ordinary human beings.  He saw their heart instead 

of their outward appearance.  He made them understand what they could become.  It only requires following His 

example. 

02:41-52  Boyhood 

Jesus is sometimes portrayed as expounding his knowledge to the elders.  Luke says He was listening to 

them and asking them questions.  Luke avoids the temptation to glorify Jesus by elaborate stories of precocious 

wisdom.  He simply went with an open mind and a simplicity of spirit that showed respect for the elders.  We 

know an intelligent question is a great sign of wisdom.  Verse 40 said, “Jesus waxed strong in spirit, filled with 

wisdom and the grace of God was upon him.  Verse 52 says, “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor 

with God and man.”  Not only was Jesus radiantly related to God;  He had a friendliness which won the responsive 

friendliness of people. 

It is good to remember Jesus’ friendliness as we review the rest of Luke’s Gospel.  It would be a mistake 

to think that Jesus was normally separated from people.  Exactly the contrary was true.  He grew up in Nazareth 

in favor with men.  The common people heard Him gladly” (Mark 12:37).  His friendliness and cheer made men 

lay aside everything else and follow Him.  Only those who were offended by His teachings wanted to slander 

him.  They did so;  and eventually killed Him for the same reason. 


