
03 – John’s Message 
 

03:1-6  Mission 

As with Caesar Augustus and Jesus, we have another juxtaposition of names with Tiberius Caesar and 

John the son of Zechariah.  John was in the wilderness and Tiberius Caesar in the palace of the emperor at Rome.  

One had imperial rank and power;  beside him, John seemed obscure and unimportant.  And yet, the centuries 

have reversed the importance of the two men.  The man whose greatness was that of conditions and circumstance 

fades.  The man whose greatness was in character endures.  The second man was a channel for something mightier 

than himself.  The word of God came to John … in the wilderness.  Could it have been heard in the palace? 

There was no chatter in the wilderness to distract John.  Thus, when he spoke, there were no quibbles and 

equivocations – no vagueness and uncertainty.  He did not say, “if it so please you” or “I think so” or “it may be 

thus and thus.  His message was as swift and straight as lightning.  It was plain that his soul was on fire with a 

flame that came from a source that is higher than this earth. 

John the Baptist could have been called John the Preacher – that is all he did.  His baptisms were the result 

of his preaching.  His whole ministry was in the power of the spoken word.  The power of the spoken word when 

the Spirit of God breathes in it is limitless.  Whether for good or for evil, the spoken word heard by the ears of 

listeners immediately present, or transmitted in the press or over the radio, was a gigantic force in shaping the 

history of our earth.  We must consider that power when we select someone to speak for us. 

In a physical sense, verse 5 seems to be what we expect from our highway experts.  Roads are made to 

facilitate smooth, rapid transportation.  In a spiritual sense, we are still seeking to facilitate progress.  The most 

needed road is the one along which the Lord’s holiness and truth shall find their access to all areas of human life.  

It must fill up the valleys of ignorance and bring down the mountains and hills of stubborn prejudice and pride.  

It must straighten men’s crooked thinking and smooth the rough ground of instinctive resistance in our human 

nature. 

There are two errors which men may make in relation to the heritage from the past.  The first is that they 

may ignore it.  It is often assumed that nothing matters except that which is supposed to be new.  The morality 

and religion which have come down through the centuries are waved aside as having no claim on current attention.  

The second error is when they turn back to the past, get bogged down in it instead of being inspired to go beyond 

it.  Man used to be a lustful pugnacious, marauding savage and is still fundamentally the same today.  These are 

two extremes into which we fall if we fail to keep God’s principles in our minds and hearts. 

It is written that from the beginning there has been something in the heart of man that could respond to 

“prepare ye the way of the Lord.”  Man’s real life is not the thing he started from;  it is the possibility he is moving 

toward.  It is not the heavy feet on the earth;  it is the lift of eyes toward the future. 

03:7-14  Message 

Because John had unqualified convictions, he was a man of uncalculating courage.  He preached the truth 

as he saw it to the average people.  He did not soften or change that truth when he dealt with rich and influential 

folk.  The scribes and Pharisees got no deference from John.  On the contrary, he met them with a rebuke which 

amazed and halted them.  They were outraged at his approach.  The average people loved John because of the 

enemies he dared to make.  They thought he might do anything because they saw that there was nothing of which 

he was afraid. 

Luke’s Gospel breaks out beyond the bounds of old inherited complacency.  Salvation does not belong to 

the Jew by right;  it belongs to those included in the outreaching mercy of God in Christ.  That emphasis leads 

straight to the emphasis of Paul.  People have often thought that ancestral rights are more important than theology.  

Still today, we hear importance placed upon being in the “right” family or belonging to the “right” church.  John 

taught that your “roots” were not as important as your “fruits”. 

Some considered John’s ethical teaching as radical;  but only because they contradicted accepted practice.  

John’s injunctions were not violent or unreasonable.  They dealt with the plain and practical foundations of sound 

behavior on which all higher spiritual superstructure must be built.  Those who think they are religious sometimes 

forget that first of all they must be honest and considerate and kind.  When these fundamentals are neglected, 

spiritual development will be unsubstantial and insecure.  The elaborate plans for social and economic and 

international welfare depend upon the “humdrum” decencies, patiently practiced through millions of 



undistinguished lives.  For all the intended good, nothing will come of such plans without the fundamental 

honesty, consideration and kindness 

03:15-22  Baptism 

John had been preaching his message of repentance and hope.  A power mightier than any of his own was 

coming.  He had done his job, but something was still missing.  He needed the people to respond.  They needed 

to be expectant.  We must remember the greatest preaching in the world cannot prevail unless the minds and 

hearts of people reach out for the truth within.  How much do we want God?  What expectations are we harboring? 

When John said a mightier than I is coming, he probably expected a much more dramatic change.  Christ 

truly is mightier;  but His strength is not exhibited in the attributes of this world.  John probably thought Jesus 

would frighten men into salvation.  Instead, He fascinated them into following Him.  Then He revealed the 

meaning of life as God would have it.  He showed them the pattern of God’s larger purpose for each man’s soul.  

The new emotion was heart-warming and heart-changing whereby men were to be led to goodness. 

Jesus offered a fellowship.  John treated men as individuals only;  but Jesus knew that goodness and 

salvation were social as well as individual.  He taught people how to live together and exhibit the spirit of the 

kingdom yet to come.  The world has taken a long time learning the necessity of those redeeming relationships.  

We have only a glimpse of the beauty of the genuinely Christian life.  Often, those relationships stop at the door 

which leads from the home and church into the street.  We split our lives and pretend our Christianity still exists.  

Its existence cannot be divided.  We must take our Christianity with us throughout the world. 

Jesus was baptized by John as a son of Israel in keeping with tradition.  He was not baptized for repentance.  

But, even if His life up to that point was sinless, there was still a possibility of a subtle sin – such as shrinking 

from what might lie ahead.  Luke implies the Holy Spirit was visible to the whole multitude as a physical sign of 

the spiritual grace being received.  Matthew and Mark indicate that only Jesus was aware of the descent of the 

Spirit.  The profound meaning of the baptism is in Jesus’ consciousness and it is more likely the result of His 

praying than the baptism of John.  When Jesus tells us to pray, it is because He prayed, knew the need of prayer, 

and knew what it can do. 

Do you wonder what Jesus sought in prayer?  First, He sought companionship with His Father.  More than 

gifts, He wanted God.  He wanted to be in complete communion with His Father.  Second, He sought illumination.  

He wanted to see clearly where God’s Will would lead.  Like us, He wanted a clear sense of right and wrong.  

Third, He sought the strength to accomplish His mission.  Men knew that no obstruction, either of human will or 

fateful circumstance, was strong enough to dismay Him. 

03:23-38  Genealogy 

After the story of the journey to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve years old, Joseph does not again appear.  

Apocryphal writings indicate Joseph was born about 90 BC and died at the age of 72 in 18 AD.  Those dates are 

not verified by Holy Scripture.  In any event, the assumption is that he died before Jesus was grown, and that 

meant the chief responsibility for the family fell on Jesus’ shoulders.  The carpenter’s son became the carpenter. 

We know Joseph was not Jesus’ physical father;  but we should not assume he had no involvement in 

Jesus life.  On the contrary, it is reasonable to assume that Jesus’ life was typical of the times.  In Jewish family 

life the relationship between a father and a son was traditionally very close.  There was the natural affection of 

the flesh as well as the bond of a shared religion.  The father was responsible to insure his son understood his 

spiritual inheritance.  We must remember, we are less affected by the words our fathers repeated than what our 

fathers were.  Great convictions are not built out of abstract ideas;  they grow out of the deep experiences of the 

heart.  There is a reason Jesus always referred to God as His Father.  He had experienced the fatherhood of Joseph 

and recognized how it described God’s approach to all His children. 

Jesus probably never worried about His genealogy.  It is included to show that Jesus was of the House of 

David.  Matthew included it to clarify His lineage from Abraham, the father of the Jewish race.  Luke included it 

to clarify Jesus’ intention to bring God’s word to the whole world.  As a result, he carried it all the way back to 

Adam, the first man. 


