
04 – Jesus’ Ministry 
 

04:1-13  Temptations 

Did you ever wonder how we got the story of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness?  There were only two 

witnesses;  and you can be sure the devil did not publish the story.  Jesus must have told his disciples of it in some 

moment of intimate communion.  Do you see it as a physical encounter with the devil whispering in Jesus’ ear?  

Or do you see it as an invisible assault on Jesus’ own mind and soul?  Does it really matter?  We experience 

temptation without a physical trigger.  Our minds are very receptive to invisible, un-invited thoughts. 

With the coming of the Holy Ghost, Jesus knew with an instant and overwhelming certainty that His God-

ordained ministry had begun.  He must now go out into the silence and solitude to face in His own thoughts and 

for His own decision the alternatives which lay before Him.  He must determine exactly what God’s Will for Him 

involved.  Is it not when we are silently seeking clarification that we often receive thoughts from “outside the 

box”?  The Spirit of God drove Him into the wilderness where He would be confronted with difficult decisions.  

To make such decisions, He must hear the plausible voice of false alternatives in order that clearly and greatly He 

could commit Himself to what is truth. 

The first temptation was for Jesus to commit a kind of magical act by turning the stones into bread.  He 

was surely hungry but His thoughts were not of Himself.  He was considering whether to use such power to give 

the poor what they needed for bare subsistence.  He was always aware of the poor and their needs.  He also knew 

giving them what they wanted instinctively would gather a quick following.  Should He dedicate His power of 

leadership to producing that?  It seemed altogether good.  That was the subtlety of the temptation.  It was good, 

but for Jesus it could not be the highest good.  It would be good to provide bread for their bodies.  It would be 

better to provide bread for their souls.  He refused the short road to popularity.  He must first help men to hunger 

for God. 

The second temptation was for Jesus to satisfy the patriotic passion of His people.  With political power, 

He could better the material condition of all His people.  Many in Israel hoped that the Messiah would come as a 

conqueror.  They wanted to be free of the oppression of Rome.  They wanted the glory for Israel as promised by 

the prophets.  Is it reasonable that He could have become master of the world?  Remember how Adolph Hitler 

rose from an insignificant man in a conquered, humiliated and discouraged country to almost conquering all of 

Europe.  Jesus could have had limitless power, but at a price.  The price was accepting that the end justifies the 

means.  That implies that God does not care how we get what we want so long as we can claim we had a good 

purpose in the process.  Jesus had not forgotten to submit to God’s Will. 

The third temptation was the supreme test.  Jesus already decided not to seek an easy following by 

ministering only to people’s temporal needs.  He also would not buy devotion by appealing to men’s combative 

passions.  Now it was as though the tempter said to Him: “I am beaten.  I admit that in your consecration you are 

completely God’s son.  Since you are God’s son, nothing can hurt you.  You can be sure that God’s angels will 

be there to bear you up in their protecting hands.”  Jesus was not being tempted to simply perform an exhibition 

of His sonship.  The subtlety of this temptation was in the phrase, “If thou be the Son of God.”  It was placing a 

condition on His mission.  Jesus would not lay down conditions on which He would complete His mission.  He 

would face whatever awaited Him, even if at the end of the road, there might be the shadow of a cross. 

After the temptations, Jesus road was still not smooth.  He still had to provide for the people’s physical 

needs, their sickness and their poverty.  He still had to resist the zealots who wanted to take Him by force and 

make Him king.  In the Garden of Gethsemane, He again faced the temptation of negotiating with God.  We must 

remember that our great moral and spiritual commitments will be challenged in subsequent times.  Therefore, we 

must never carelessly drop our guard.  Our principles must remain unchanged and always supported with all our 

strength. 

04:14-30  Rejection 

Worship was originally centered around various “high places.”  Later, it was concentrated at the temple 

in Jerusalem.  Worship was largely a matter of sacrifice and ritual.  When the temple was destroyed and the Jews 

led away in captivity, they were devastated.  The answer to their dilemma was the rise of the synagogue, the 

meeting place of Jewish worshipers.  But they did not meet for the ritual of material sacrifice.  Instead they met 

to offer up prayer and praise and listening to instruction in the law.  Thus, Christian worship was built upon the 

foundation of worship in the synagogue and was patterned after it. 



The four words, “as His custom was”, are a striking phrase.  They occur twice in the Gospel.  The other 

occasion comes when He “went, as was His custom, to the Mount of Olives.”  Both times the custom had to do 

with prayer.  Instinctively and habitually Jesus prayed, not only in the solitary hours of His own communion, but 

in the public worship of God’s people.  In other word, He made a practice of going to church.  Jesus knew that 

the associations of time and place can make the approach to God more sure.  In addition, the synagogue linked 

the present to the past.  The worship had continuity with all the revelations of God.  Furthermore, the synagogue 

meant fellowship.  It is in fellowship that the fire of the spirit may kindle best.  The souls of men glow best when 

surrounded by similar spirits. 

The power God sent to earth in Jesus was the power of His love.  The only weapon Jesus ever used to win 

His way was love.  So He lived, and so He taught, and in the end He imparted that same spirit to His disciples.  

To remember Jesus is to find it harder to be cruel or selfish or pitiless;  to remember Him is to have something in 

us so drawn to Him that we are more eager to be generous, understanding, compassionate, and kind.  To remember 

Him is to know that out of the heart are the real issues of life. Whenever sad people think of Him, something 

happens to their sadness.  They are not afraid of sadness, for the love of God is walking by their side. 

Physical healing was not the only and probably not the chief result of the spirit which Jesus had in mind.  

He did not want people to be drawn to Him primarily for some benefit to their body.  He wanted to reach their 

minds and souls and to set them free.  The captive who is freed is freed from moral and spiritual captivity.  It is 

not a physical freedom;  but the freedom to follow God with a pure heart.  Sometimes we are gradually drawn 

into a captivity formed by our appetites and passions.  It can result in a slavery to degradation.  Other times, 

frustrated individuals, with a sense of inadequacy, are helpless to work out their own destiny.  They relinquish 

their choices to some masterful spirit that claims the right to rule.  This kind of captivity, like the first kind, 

degrades the dignity of the human soul.  Only when people give their imaginations and wills in glad surrender to 

the service of God’s kingdom will all the glorious possibilities within them be released. 

Jesus was questioned among His own people.  If He was one of them, how did he get all this supposed 

wisdom?  Why is He more distinguished?  How often do we refuse something just because we think its source is 

too simple and too near to be impressive.  Still, there was a moral majesty in Jesus’ bearing by which men were 

awed.  That allowed Him to pass through the midst of the angry men.  He did not have to meet the threat of 

violence by any sign of counter violence. 

04:31-44  Capernaum 

This narrative is a testimony to a power in Jesus that went beyond all ordinary bounds.  In every company 

and in the face of every circumstance He carried authority and power.  It is still with authority and power that the 

spirit of the living Christ comes to those who are in the grip of evil. 

It is unusual to find intimate reference to the family life and relationships of one of the disciples.  Most 

are presented as individuals whose background we do not see.  The parents of James and John were mentioned 

individually in two different places.  Otherwise, only this story of Peter and his mother-in-law stands out.  It is 

likely a warm personal recollection of Peter reflecting on the early days of the disciples. 

Luke emphasizes the outreach of Jesus’ message.  It cannot be confined within the expected limits.  An 

evangel does not belong to one town or province, but to God’s children everywhere.  The people among whom 

Jesus moved in Capernaum would have kept Him from leaving them.  Some who call themselves Christians try 

to do the same.  Churches which are entirely willing to be self-satisfied conventicles where people meet for their 

own complacent practices of worship, but feel no responsibility to be a point of departure from which the influence 

of Christ shall go out far and wide.  They think of Christianity as a sort of privilege and prerogative of their own.  

In effect, they believe that the presence of Christ ought to be content to confine itself to such respectable 

surrounding and to stay there.  It is not a matter of avoiding being an active evangelical.  It is a matter of ignoring 

the Will of God and the example of Jesus Christ. 


