
05 – Jesus’ First Disciples 
 

05:1-11  Calling 

The men had toiled allnight and taken nothing.  They were tired and a bit discouraged;  but when Jesus 

spoke to them, his words gave them a lift to make another effort.  That is His effect in all things.  His word 

encourages people to try their spiritual endeavors again.  In addition, He told them to put out into the deep.  If 

they had stayed in the shallows, the result would have been different.  This is a symbol of what would happen for 

their souls.  When they followed Jesus they were putting out into deep spiritual waters. 

Luke talks first about the three men who were closest to Jesus in His ministry – including at the 

Transfiguration.  According to John’s Gospel, Jesus called Simon “Cephas” at their first meeting.  Jesus saw 

Simon was eager and outgoing;  but unsure, with undeveloped possibilities.  James and John were the other two 

and their temperament must have been much alike.  They were called “sons of thunder” for their enthusiasm.  

John became known as the “beloved disciple” and for his message that God is love. 

Simon Peter was overwhelmed by a sudden sense of a divine power and goodness that made him seem 

small and unworthy.  He almost could not bear to be in Jesus’ presence.  Jesus did not depart as Peter asked.  

Through thick and thin, through failure and through half-success, He stood close, determined that however much 

Peter might falter, in the end he should not fail.  That is the way it is when you accept the spirit of Jesus. 

Andrew was not mentioned, but Jesus called four men to come with him.  They commit themselves to be 

followers of Him who would teach them to fish for men.  It is often assumed that Jesus had never met the men 

before;  but it seems probable they may have crossed paths before as Jesus surely spent time in Capernaum with 

his carpentry. 

Consider how little the men knew and how little Jesus required that they know.  They had no conception 

of the infinite significance of Jesus.  They could not have passed the most elementary catechism.  All they knew 

was that when they wanted to be with him more than any other imaginable thing.  A disciple does not depend 

upon knowledge and learning.  He depends upon the impulse of the spirit that says, “Come with me.” 

05:12-16  Leper 

Not only was leprosy a dreadful disease in itself, it made each victim a human outcast.  Jesus knew the 

leper was healed, but He also knew tradition would preclude him from rejoining the community.  So He sent the 

leper to the priest in order that the healing might be certified;  and the man might be permitted to go freely among 

the people.  Jesus was not contemptuous of the Jewish tradition.  He simply worked within the established 

procedures. 

As Jesus’ fame spread, great multitudes gathered to hear;  and to be healed of their infirmities.  One might 

expect that he would stay as long as anyone had need.  There are a number of thoughts concerning His decision 

to withdraw into the wilderness and pray.  One thought is that people were coming to Him simply to get something 

out of Him.  The motives were too shallow to accomplish His objective of saving their souls.  If they were rid of 

their physical ailments, they would be completely satisfied and go home.  Jesus was more concerned with the 

infirmities of their souls.  A swift emotional physical healing would leave no readiness to hear about the more 

profound gifts of God. 

It may be that Jesus felt His own need to gain again the power which He was called upon to give out.  The 

demands upon His sympathy and compassion and upon the energies of His own human body were endless.  It is 

reasonable that He had to separate himself from time to time and through communion with His Father fill again 

the reservoirs of His own soul.  We should also remember that Jesus never claimed to heal on His own.  He said 

the Father will provide all our needs.  Perhaps the time alone allowed Him to offer prayers of intercession that 

would provide a channel through which the help of God came. 

05:17-26  Paralytic 

One might think the Pharisees and teachers of the law would have been eager to see the power of God 

being released through Jesus.  Instead they sat on the side lines with cold criticism, denying Him the right to 

invoke the grace of God.  They were not essentially bad men.  Their original and essential purpose was good.  

However, they were determined to preserve what they believed to be the authorized commandments and codes 

for religious speech and conduct.  They were insensitive to new ideas which are necessary to creative hope and 

faith.  There is a great danger that we too may be overzealous in protecting things that have been long established.  



It is a calamitous thing when any person fails to carry some of the child’s expectancy, and the child’s desire, into 

maturity. 

The authority of Jesus to forgive sins is shown in addition to His authority to heal.  Then we will see His 

authority to associate with sinners;  to set aside the conventions of the Jewish code;  and to be free from the letter 

of the Sabbath law.  It was not easy to get the paralytic man into Jesus’ presence.  The friends who brought him 

are to be commended for their persistence.  Jesus then showed how body and soul are bound up together in a 

living unity.  He forgave the man’s sins first.  The point is that there can be no wholeness of life unless the soul 

is at peace with God.  It would be better that only the man’s soul was at peace with God than only his physical 

ailments cured.  There is no better blessing. 

Only Jesus is quoted using the phrase “Son of man” in the Gospels.  It is assumed he was referring to the 

use of the term in Ezekiel and Daniel.  There it indicated the prophet whom God had raised up to carry His 

message to His people.  It meant a representative of the saints who shall possess the kingdom forever.  In Enoch, 

the “Son of man” is the one to whom “the sum of judgment” is assigned. 

05:27-32  Levi 

Luke refers to Levi as does Mark originally.  However when Mark lists the chosen twelve, he calls him 

Matthew;  as does the Gospel of St. Matthew.  Matthew had a profitable business;  but he abandoned it to follow 

Jesus.  He brought Jesus to his house to feast with his associates and friends.  The Pharisees would have lost face 

by joining such a low-class crowd.  It is a mistake to assume that association with a sinner makes oneself a cheap 

imitation of men’s least worthy habits.  Jesus did not join them at their level.  He lifted Levi’s friends instinctively 

toward His level.  He had no embarrassment being the company of sinners.  He loved them with the warmth of 

God’s expectation of what they might become.  He came to call them to repentance.  We must always be cautious 

not to let Jesus’ motive slip away.  When a church loses that objective, it is no longer Christian.  The spirit of the 

church must always be evangelistic.  That requires association with sinners – not that there is any shortage of 

sinners in church.  It is that association that allows us to seek the universal compulsion of the souls of men. 

05:33-39  Wedding 

The Pharisees pointed out that John the Baptist made his disciples follow the customs of the Jewish code.  

He knew enough to recognize the importance of correct behavior if people were to be accounted respectably 

religious.  They asked why the disciples of Jesus were not required to do so.  As we mentioned earlier, this story 

talks of Jesus’ authority to set aside the conventions of the Jewish code.  Something new and thrilling had come 

into the midst of life.  The expansive power of Jesus’ message of the life and love in God could not be expressed 

in conventional form.  There was in Christ, and there always must be in Christianity, something of the pure gaiety 

of a spirit, so free in God that it can be debonair. 

The parables of the patch and of the wineskins are parallel in their meaning.  In the case of the patch, Luke 

deplores ruining a new garment in order to patch an old, since the piece from the new will not match the old.  

Mark explains that a patch of unbleached cloth will shrink after it has been sowed on a coat, and leave a tear that 

is worse than ever. 

New wine is unfermented wine, also called “must.”  Old wineskins are hard and dry, and will burst when 

the fermentation occurs.  The parables teach that one must not mix the new with the old.  Furthermore one should 

not pass judgment on the relative merits of the one and the other.  They teach that the new Christian message and 

the old ceremonial forms of Judaism are incompatible.  In particular, they teach that the new Gospel has nothing 

to do with the old rite of fasting.  Today, we think these point to the necessity of dropping Jewish ritual which 

was tied to the sacrificial system that would no longer be needed after the crucifixion. 

It is always a challenge to understand exactly what portion of the Old Testament laws and commandments 

retain their importance in Christianity.  For example, some people say that because we threw away the ritual, we 

can also throw away the restrictions on appropriate sexual activity.  But then, Jesus said, He did not come to 

destroy the Old Testament beliefs but to fulfill them.  The accepted norm for deciding what to throw away and 

what to retain is based on what Jesus taught.  He taught the old rituals were no longer necessary.  He never gave 

permission to change the laws concerning interpersonal and social activity.  All the spiritual activity of 

relationships remain the vital concern of Jesus Christ. 


