
06 – Twelve Disciples 
 

06:1-11  Conflicts 

In the foreground, we have Jesus decisively setting aside the accepted Sabbath code.  Yet, we know that 

Jesus was no scorner of the Sabbath.  He made a practice of going to the synagogue on the Sabbath.  Jesus bore 

all the holy traditions of Israel.  He was aware of the love of God and His concern for His human children.  He 

used the old ordinances as long as they ministered to God’s human children.  When they became barriers to His 

grace, they were altered.  In Jesus’ mind, there must be reverence for the old, but over and beyond that there must 

be the recognition that God’s redeeming mercy will make new ways to approach the needs of men. 

The scribes and Pharisees were nearly always antagonistic to Jesus.  Yet, they were the most learned of 

the Jewish leadership and ought to have been admirable men.  They had knowledge;  they revered the religious 

inheritance of the past;  they were studious.  What was their problem?  They were so intent upon what used to be 

that they were blind to what might be ahead.  They were spiritually near-sighted and astigmatic.  They peered so 

narrowly into old books that they never lifted their eyes to notice the new and exciting facts going by. 

The scribes had no elasticity of spiritual comprehension.  They could not respond as common people did 

to the presence of Jesus.  They could not be filled with amazement and moved to glorify God.  They were so 

intent on the letter of the law, they could not recognize the spirit of the law.  When Jesus said He would write His 

laws on the hearts of His people, He meant they would know the spirit of the law which has a wider reach than 

the letter of the law.  Because Jesus could perceive what is held within the hearts of men, He knew the scribes 

and Pharisees were looking for an opportunity to accuse Him of blasphemy.  He also knew the good hearts of 

people.  He knew who could be encouraged into growth.  He knew the aspirations in their souls and their divine 

up-reaching.  That is how He dealt with Simon Peter, Matthew, & Mary Magdalene.  He judges what we are;  and 

also what, by His grace, we may be. 

06:12-19  Twelve 

We do not know why Jesus picked twelve, but we knew it was important symbolically, when Matthias 

was selected to replace Judas.  We also know it was not an absolute requirement by the addition of St. Paul.  Jesus 

selected the twelve after a night of praying alone.  He may not even have been speaking at all.  He may simply 

have been listening to God.  History bears witness to His prayers.  Very ordinary men – fishermen, tax collectors, 

and others from backgrounds too undistinguished to have been recorded – were made into apostles, 

representatives of their Lord. 

Peter and John are the most memorable of the original twelve.  James was also included in many of Jesus’ 

great moments.  Andrew was recognized as a man who could arrange a meeting with Jesus and was always willing 

to be helpful.  Matthew was a tax collector who placed more importance on fellowship with Jesus than all his 

possessions.  Thomas is known for stating the doubt we all experience on occasion, and for his loyalty when that 

doubt is removed.  Most of the others are much less well-known.  Yet their significance lies in their relative 

insignificance.  The work of God is not done only by the outstanding men whose names will be celebrated later.  

Much of it is done by the anonymous.  Last, we have Judas Iscariot.  We will later address why he was a traitor.  

But one thought must be remembered.  It is a somber fact that human personality can come directly in contact 

with Jesus and then repudiate him.  That possibility reveals the dignity which God has given to every human soul.  

It is not to be coerced.  It has the awful choice of freedom. 

The last three verses are an introduction to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  He preached to the multitudes.  

He healed them of their diseases and unclean spirits.  The whole multitude sought to touch Him;  and there went 

virtue out of Him and healed them all. 

06:20-26  Beatitudes 

The blessing of the poor is treated differently in Matthew and Luke.  Matthew speaks to those who 

spiritually are lowly and humble.  Luke speaks to those who are poor and disadvantaged.  There is a particular 

advantage to those who experience economic poverty.  Poverty can create qualities which deserve the ultimate 

recompense of God.  Jesus never condemned wealth as such, but He saw how wealth often hardened men’s hearts 

by their reliance on their own sufficiency.  They can become insensitive to the spiritual values of life.  Jesus laid 

emphasis on the qualities which make life deserve enrichment:  simplicity of heart, the capacity to find happiness 

in the love of people, rather than things. 



Jesus speaks directly to the perils of prosperity.  He gives warning to the rich.  Jesus could see that the 

rich young ruler’s heart was focused on his wealth to the point he was unable to give it up.  On the other hand, 

Zacchaeus was a man of substance;  as was probably Matthew.  In both cases, Jesus never demanded that they 

give everything away.  The temptation of the rich is their dependence on their possessions;  the satisfaction of the 

life being lived;  and the flattery of those who want their favors.  In Revelation, Christ said, “You say, ‘I am rich, 

I have prospered and need nothing’;  not knowing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked.” 

06:27-35  Love 

Jesus said, “Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you.”  We must remember, Jesus is not asking 

for feelings and emotions we cannot control.  Love does not mean some artificially created sentiment.  It does not 

mean we must find all other persons congenial.  To love is not necessarily to like.  Surely God does not like 

everything He sees in us.  We love ourselves in spite of our shortcomings.  We do so by will power.  We do so to 

provide for ourselves the best that we can get out of life.  We should do the same for others.  We must regard 

them as worthy of all the best in life that God can help us make available for them. 

That command requires us to overcome our impulse to resent injury, our anger and pride, our self-

assertion, and the slowness of our sympathy.  We cannot by ourselves accomplish that.  Yet we have seen those, 

who, like Mahatma Gandhi carry a peace and power of soul beyond all common measurement, because he had 

cleansed his heart from hate and from every thought of violence.  All of us have glimpses of what that means.  

We can only get there by trusting Jesus, who set the goal so high and far.  We need his compassionate 

understanding as we take our slow steps in that direction. 

06:36-49  Mercy 

We understand the judgment of God which is mentioned, and that solemn judgment of which Jesus often 

spoke.  Men must not make the arrogant assumption that they can take the place of God;  and do His judging for 

Him.  Wheat and tares must grow together until God determines the harvest.  Until then, each man must be patient, 

hopeful, and forgiving.  Jesus reminds us that we will be forgiven as we forgive.  Only a man who will confess 

his own faults and escape the just judgment of others;  will receive not the judgment, but the redeeming mercy of 

God. 

When, in the history of man, have we seen a whole people operating on the principle of “It is better to 

give than to receive”?  How seldom do we hear, “What can I contribute by way of service?”  On the other hand, 

how often do we hear, “What is there in it for me?”  Sometimes the gain is not simply material things.  Sometimes 

it is whatever feeds an inner craving for importance.  Such a person will be expansive toward any who praise, 

flatter, and serve him.  He will dislike and discredit any who criticize or oppose him.  Whether the things we seek 

to get are material things or immaterial emotions, the penalty of our insatiability is always the same.  The Dead 

Sea is an old example.  It draws everything into itself and gives nothing out.  It has produced only a motionless 

stagnation. 

Jesus said, “If you want to gain, you must give.”  His life reflected that belief.  He gave all His strength;  

all His time;  all He was.  He gave no material gifts to anybody.  He never sought worldly advantage. He left only 

a personality;  that has commanded the praise of mankind throughout the centuries.   

Jesus criticized the Pharisees for blindly guiding others.  The aggressive secularists are our version of 

blind guides.  They direct others with loud proclamation of their own wisdom.  And yet they are blind to the most 

fundamental needs of understanding.  Unless the eyes of our ordinary perception have been lighted by that 

revelation of the meaning of life which comes from God, then we and our blind contemporaries will fall into the 

ditch. 

Jesus’ most unsparing condemnation was not against sins of the flesh, but against the sins of the hard mind 

and the arrogant spirit.  Today, we see many who have gained prominence in one area of life only to assume they 

are entitled to give instruction in all areas of life.  Astronomers and biologists claiming expertise in religion is a 

great example.  Actors supporting politicians is a common example.  Their myopic view of their area of expertise 

blinds them to their own prejudices and ignorance. 

Any life with the stability Christ can give, must be built in thoughts and actions upon Christ.  All character 

must have the sure foundation of the principles Christ laid down from the beginning. 


