
08 – Itinerant Ministry 
 

08:1-8  Sower 

Jesus and His disciples did not depend on chance hospitality.  They often supported by women of means.  

Many of them had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities.  Those who supported them included the wife of one 

of Herod’s stewards. 

The parable of the Sower is the first of the more formal parables.  In this case, Jesus even gave the reason 

He spoke in parables, as well as a full explanation of this one’s meaning.  Surely these parables were circulated 

widely, but without context, it was uncertain just what Jesus was intending to illustrate by a particular parable.  

In this one, He was describing the teaching of truth under the analogy of the sowing of seed.  Reason does not 

have the same capability for all men.  The soul of the hearer must be wrought first into a state of preparedness by 

the training of habit, like land that is groomed to foster seeds. 

Jesus is reflecting upon the results of His mission.  Opposition has developed, and it is clear that only a 

limited number in Israel are going to hear and respond to the gospel of the kingdom.  The teacher must not be 

discouraged that much effort bears no fruit.  Some hearers resemble the hard ground, others the shallow ground, 

and still others the crowded ground.  The major point is that the teacher must continue to sow the word of God 

faithfully and generously.  The sowing must continue and the rest must be left to God.  Only God can give the 

increase.  We must prepare as best we can and pray;  then we can only wait with patience. 

08:9-15  Explanation 

It is not uncommon to hear people say that Jesus taught in parables to preserve the secrets of the kingdom 

of God.  From what we know of Jesus’ character and purpose, it is impossible to think Jesus was deliberately 

hiding the truth.  It makes more sense to realize that Jesus had to use a current example to establish the 

circumstances;  and then tell them how those circumstances would be handled in the kingdom of God.  As these 

parables were often circulated without the context of Jesus story, it was difficult to get the full picture.  We still 

find it difficult to understand fully Jesus’ parables.  They are designed to illustrate the kingdom of God.  The 

mysteries of the kingdom of God exceed all we can imagine.  The reality of the kingdom of God can only be 

expressed by parables to those of us locked into this world. 

The Bible expresses its conception of the nature and meaning of human life not in a metaphysic or a 

science, but in a story – the story of the Creation, the Fall, the Incarnation, the Atonement.  It uses these terms 

because the full meaning of our life is too deep for common words to express.  In a sense, the whole of Christian 

Theology is a parable.  It must be so.  With parables, the truth is hidden from many.  But without parables it would 

be hidden from all.  Those who are able to understand the truth will be able to read the parables.  Where we do 

not understand, it is not that the parables have hidden the truth from us, but that we have been too blind to see it 

even with their help. 

08:16-21  Kindred 

The parable in the 16th verse does not concern an object to hide the light, but a stand to enable the light to 

shine more clearly and widely.  Jesus’ teaching is sometimes obscure or even mystifying;  but it is the hearer’s 

lack of experience, insight , and imagination that makes it so.  There is a distinction between reality and truth.  

Truth might be described as a description of reality.  Reality is by definition normative, irresistible, and invincible.  

All behavior must conform to reality or cease to exist.  To obey the truth is to live;  to disregard it is to be 

destroyed.  We may deny the truth about God, but we cannot escape the reality of God.  God’s kingdom will come 

even if we refuse to acknowledge it.  Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6);  “I am the 

light of the world;  he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 

We are told again to take heed how we hear.  It is one thing to hear and do nothing.  It is another thing to 

hear and take action.  To learn what is right is a duty.  We must hear, understand and then take action.  Ignorance 

will not be accepted as an excuse.  Understanding is a faculty which grows more effective as it is used.  As we 

learn, we acquire greater capacity to learn.  If we neglect and disuse what we have, we will lose what we thought 

we had.  Life is a matter of growing or disintegrating. 

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ family had been disturbed by the rumor that He was a lunatic – possessed by 

Beelzebub – and had come to interrupt His ministry.  Luke’s version is shorter and presents a different setting for 

Jesus’ teaching.  Both indicate that bonds of the spirit, not those of blood, bind the family of God.  Luke makes it 

clear the concern is for Jesus’ larger, more inclusive family.  Mark looked at this as a story about a human being 



and Jesus can appear to be harsh and incredible.  Luke tells the story about the Son of God whose only family is 

those who hear the word of God and do it.  Luke bears witness to the reality, the depth, and the divine quality of 

the church.  Those who belonged to that community belonged to Christ so completely and so intimately that they 

could speak of themselves as being “in Christ”;  with ties stronger than any earthly bond of blood.  Christ dies 

not only to sin, but also to all contingent relationships, to all merely earthly bonds, nation and race as well as 

family.  Jesus did not speak harshly of His mother and brothers or repudiate them.  However He did relegate 

family loyalty to a secondary place. 

One must love their family to the full capacity of men.  One must also love God with a devotion that goes 

beyond not only the attainment, but even the capacity of ordinary men.  Jesus is “too great for our small hearts.” 

08:22-39  Demons 

The story of the storm has been compared to the growing danger confronting the church from the state.  

The ship or church is in danger.  Jesus appears to be asleep and we are perishing.  Then comes the assurance 

(faith) that Christ is not asleep, that he has power over the wind and the raging waves.  The calm in the midst of 

the storm is born of faith in Christ.  It is the calm which Christ’s victory over the powers of evil would bring.  

Fears and anxieties that threaten our faith mean we are not yet fully “in Christ.”  Fear is a funny thing.  It should 

be rebuked if it results in a lack of faith.  It should be preserved if it is a fearful respect of the power of God. 

Modern psychology has given new names to ancient demons.  What the Gospels describe mythologically, 

science calls paranoia, schizophrenia, and the like.  Both indicate that the true self is helpless to assert itself.  The 

word demons calls attention not only to the disturbing influence;  but also to the basically religious character of 

our “inner conflicts.”  We are involved in them because for one reason or another, we have been separated from 

the God who made us for himself and in whom alone we can find rest.  We are all involved in some measure of 

inner division and hostility.  Even Paul described his condition in a similar manner.  “I do not do the good I want, 

but the evil I do not want is what I do … I delight in the law of God, in my inmost self, but I see in my members 

another law at war with the law of my mind and making me captive … Wretched man that I am?  Who will deliver 

me from this body of death?” (Roman 7:19, 22-24). 

How can Jesus add to the poor man’s torment?  Jesus purpose is to cure and save him;  and this curing 

and saving will involve suffering.  The first step toward wholeness and inner security is to face the facts;  and the 

facts are usually disagreeable.  When God confronts us, He demands of us something we find painful to give – a 

radical readjustment and reorientation, a new discipline.  He is the tormentor until we become repentant.  Then 

He becomes the companion, sustaining and strengthening, the source of life and peace. 

The madman’s malady is such that he appears to be a whole mob of people with conflicting purposes.  

There is a little of that in each of us.  People coming to see what happened to the man with a demon found him 

setting at the feet of Jesus clothed and in his right mind.  To sit at the feet of Jesus and learn of Him is to recover 

our sanity.  Only then can we live secure, coherent, and creative lives.  Only then can we be responsive to the full 

range of reality. 

08:40-56  Jairus 

The healing of the woman reveals Jesus’ sensitiveness to human need.  The woman was in a crowd;  and 

yet Jesus felt her need and the virtue going out of Him.  It is significant that He felt this need while on a mission 

to help Jairus and his daughter.  Healing the woman was an interruption to Jesus’ urgent mission.  Still He is not 

so preoccupied as to not notice the need of the poor woman who was too modest to even ask.  It is a reminder to 

us that we are never hidden in the crowd when it comes God knowing our needs.  If we seek association with 

others to escape from ourselves, He judges us and calls us back to truth and life.  Even in a crowd, God is with us 

as intimately as though we were with Him alone. 

Jesus tells Jairus that belief will insure his daughter will be well.  Faith in man is properly partial.  Faith 

in God, however shaky it may be on occasions, is by definition all-inclusive.  Either we trust Him and possess all 

things;  or we do not trust Him and we will have nothing at all. 


