
Twenty Second Sunday after Trinity 
“Peter said unto Jesus, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against 

me, and I forgive him? Till seven times seven? Jesus saith unto 

him, I say not unto thee, until seven times: but, until seventy times 

seven.”  

 

Is this really an attainable number (490) or is the number really 

significant in that it is such a large number?  This is really 

something one must search out in his or her own heart concerning 

the depth of his or her forgiveness. 

  

Peter was an impetuous soul of sorts.  In this particular portion of 

scripture, Peter, thought that he was being very generous in 

suggesting that he forgive another 7 times.  He is understood to 

have asked Jesus how many times he should forgive another and 

then answers his own question, by suggesting that the number be 7 

times.   

 

But let’s not blame or point fingers at Peter to quickly, because it 

was Rabbinic teaching at the time that a man should forgive 

another man 3 times, and the fourth offense is not forgiven. There 

is Biblical proof that this was correct, because if you look at or are 

familiar with the book of Amos, the first two chapters deal with the 

Lord’s punishments against the nations warring with Israel and 

punishment against Judah for failure to obey the Law of the Lord 

and follow in His commandments.  So, in essence they deduced 

that God’s forgiveness extended out to three offences and that the 

fourth offence was met with a punishment.     

 

So here we have Peter thinking that he has doubled the amount of 

times he will forgive +1 and is filled with great satisfaction over 

his generosity.  He’s thinking pretty highly of himself. He felt that 

Jesus was going to really give him some commendation over his 

willingness to forgive so many times.  But when Jesus answered 

Peter with 7 times is not nearly adequate, but that you must forgive 



70x7 meaning that there is no limit to forgiveness, it must have 

come at some shock to Peter and the others for that matter. 

 

In today’s gospel, we read about how a servant was forgiven a 

huge debt and who went back home only to imprison another man 

who owed him a minute debt of money.  We understand from 

scripture that the servant who was unwilling to forgive another was 

condemned by his debtor to prison for the huge sum of money he 

owed.   

 

There is a primary lesson which runs throughout all of the New 

Testament, and that is that we must forgive in order to be forgiven. 

The fact is, that anyone who can not find in his heart to forgive 

another, can hardly hope that God will forgive him. In Matthew 

5:7 Jesus sad, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall find mercy.” 

And again in Matthew 6:14-15 Jesus say’s, “For if you forgive 

men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; 

but if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your 

Father forgive your trespasses.”   Listen to the words of the Lord’s 

Prayer and the significance Christ places on forgiveness when we 

say, “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.”  All of this forgiveness is really wrapped up in the two 

greatest commandments isn’t it? Are these words which we speak 

embedded in our hearts, or are they words which we say out of 

auto reflex? Let us also remember the words of the Apostle James, 

in his General Epistle, where he says in 2:13,”For judgment is 

without mercy to one who has shown no mercy.” In the 

completeness of forgiveness, it is truly Divine and human that are 

hand in hand if you will.  You can not have one without the other. 

 

So, when you get right down to it, are we not to do as God does for 

us in that we should forget the sins of others once we forgive 

them?  Should we carry them around (Like so much excess 

baggage), with us forever so that we can become judge and jury 

over them when we feel that they have committed another 



violation against us? The truth of the number 490 times is 

equivalent to infinity.  We must continue to lay the sin before the 

Cross of Christ and thereby lay our guilt before the Cross as well.  

We need sometimes to be reminded that Jesus came to us to be a 

propitiation for our sins.  He came to be a mediator for us unto the 

Father and to provide a provision for forgiveness of our sins.  It 

means so much to him, that he came to the earth in the spirit to 

take on His humanity and suffer death so that we might not.  Yes, 

we will suffer death, but it will be death unto His Resurrection and 

Life, not death unto damnation and separation from God. 

 

Dearly beloved, Forgiveness is the necessary key to eternal life.  

Reconciliation and Forgiveness are the two main ingredients to 

salvation.  Christ died for our sins, so that we might repent and be 

forgiven.  Amen.        

 

        


