
The Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 

prepare thy way before thee (Mark 1:1) 

 

It’s very clear in scripture that John the Baptists’ ministry was very 

powerful and effective.  The people came in groves from Judea and 

Jerusalem to hear him speak and to be baptized.  (But Why or 

what was it about John that made such an impact on people?) 

 

I think it was because he practiced what he preached.  He set an 

example of what was expected and he actually lived his message.  

His whole life was a protest against the evil and un-godly living of 

men.   

 

He lived his life humbly in a limestone desert if you will, between 

Judea and the Dead Sea.  This is a place so hot that it shimmers in 

the heat.  In the Old Testament it is called Jeshimmon, which 

means, “The Devastation.”  He lived his life in desert solitude and 

that desolation which only it can bring.   

 

Look for a second at the clothes scripture describes him as 

wearing.  John is connecting with the simplicities of life.  He 

chooses to stay away from the luxuries which kill the soul.   

 

My friends, many wolves come in sheep’s clothing with a message 

which they themselves can not live by.  We talk about not laying 

up treasures upon earth, as we are stashing our money in the bank.  

Many men also extol the blessing of poverty as they return home to 

their comfortable luxuries.  But in John’s case, he was the message 

and people listened to him and could relate. 

 

You see, His message was effective because he told people what 

they already knew in their hearts, and brought to them what was 

existing in the depths of their souls, which was truly what they 

were waiting for. 



When John reached out to people for repentance, he was openly 

confronting them with what they already knew to be the truth, and 

that which they knew they ought to do.  John wasn’t fooling 

around, because he went right after the conscience of man.  He 

declared the righteousness, power, and punishment of God on all 

those who refused Him.  By his demeanor and methodology of 

preaching, the people could tell that he was authentic and had been 

sent by God to deliver His message.   

   

Just as Jesus came humbly into this world, and lived a life of 

humility before the world, so did John in his message to the world 

“to prepare the way of the Lord.”  His message was effective 

because he was completely humble before the Lord.  (His own 

verdict of himself was that he was not worthy to loosen the 

latchet of our Lord’s sandal.)  Basically, what he was saying is 

that he was not even fit for the duty of a slave. 

 

John asked for nothing for himself, but everything for the Christ 

that he proclaimed.  People were compelled to listen to him, 

because he was so absolutely void of any other thing to speak 

about other than the coming of the Messiah and the Kingdom of 

God being at hand.   

 

His message was powerful because he pointed to someone and 

something far beyond himself.  He identified himself as earthly – 

and able only to baptize with water but that one was coming who 

would baptize them with fire in the Holy Spirit.   

 

John’s message was one of readiness and preparedness, was it not?  

What’s so different about today’s message from the pulpit within 

the church?  Every sermon with substance of any kind will always 

lean towards our preparedness and readiness for our coming Lord.  

Christ is coming again, and it may be sooner than any of us might 

expect.  

 



It is of my conviction, that all of us here today are off spring of 

John the Baptist.  This is because we have heard his message as 

Christians and each of us are doing as John has said, “Preparing 

the way of the Lord.”  We do this in corporate worship as today, 

within our families, with those we meet and share Christ with and 

those of whom bear witness to our faithfulness in Jesus.   

 

We are as John was, messengers of God.  We are here to help save 

those we come in contact with and to reveal the need for them to 

recognize the Kingdom of God and His presence here on earth and 

in Heaven.  

 

John strikes a special note in my heart, because John could care 

less about what people thought of him.  He was here for one 

purpose and nothing was going to get in the way of fulfilling God’s 

will.  John could hear God because he wasn’t pre-occupied with 

the worlds glory.  We have all heard the phrase, “You can not 

serve both God and mammon,” and John is a perfect example of 

this.   

 

Beloved, today’s sermon is not so much a history class on John, 

but a reminder of what John’s purpose was for them then and for 

us now.  It was a message of urgency!  It was a message of 

Readiness and Preparedness for God’s coming then, and the 

message is the same now as we prepare for His coming again.   

 

Let us today be introspective of ourselves as a body of Christ, to 

determine if we are truly as determined as John was to prepare the 

way of the Lord.  Amen          

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

     


