
Second Sunday in Advent 
“Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us 

to the glory of God” (Romans 15:7). 

 
What is Paul trying to achieve in this Epistle to the Romans?  

 

He is trying to achieve many things, but to begin with he is teaching them 

about their duty to fellowship together. As Christians they have a 

responsibility and duty to jointly worship and give praise to God.  Their duty 

is to take care of each other, whereby the strong should care for the weaker; 

but not just physically speaking, but spiritually as well. 

 

Paul’s message to them speaks about how their Christian fellowship should 

be marked by the consideration each Christian shows for each other; that 

their thoughts should be for the welfare of others, and not for themselves. 

Paul reminds us that theirs and our consideration should be driven towards 

building upon another’s faith by love and understanding, and not by our 

pious religious attitudes. 

 

Paul is saying that our Christian fellowship should be marked by continuous 

study of scripture.  We can get that by doing Morning and Evening prayer 

daily.  Holy Scripture has a way of providing encouragement in our lives. It 

provides for us a deeper understanding of God’s dealing with the world and 

his people.  But most of all, scripture provides us those great and precious 

promises of God, that gives us comfort in our sorrows & encouragement in 

our everyday struggles with this life. 

 

Do we as Christians have a sense of fortitude? The reason I ask is because 

fortitude is in my opinion an act of the heart of life. Christian fortitude is that 

strength of the Holy Spirit which gives us the ability to accept and believe in 

those things we have only read and heard about, and still believe in. By 

doing this, we bring Glory to God.  Jesus said unto Thomas the Apostle, 

“Thomas, you believe because you have seen; but blessed are those who 

believe and have not seen.” We must always make sure that in all we do 

and say in his name, that it is for his glory and not our own. 

 

When we view our fellowship together, it should be marked by hope. 

Basically, we should live as realist and not as pessimists. Our Christianity 

shouldn’t be viewed as a cheap hope, or an immature hope that is based on 



some off the wall optimistic view of life, that say’s nothing will ever go 

wrong in our lives because we are Christians. That would surely be placing 

us in an unfavorable position, would it not? Again, our hope should not be in 

the Human Spirit either, meaning our human goodness or our own 

achievements. Our only hope should be fixed on the power of God in our 

lives only.  

 

We should also remember that no matter how ornate or beautiful our church 

building is; or how perfect or imperfect we think our worship service and 

music is, harmony in our fellowship together is the most essential aspect of 

the Body of Christ. 

 

Now that doesn’t mean that there won’t be disagreements, arguments or 

debates about things; but that as Christians we have learned to live together 

and have come to understand that the Christ who has unified and brought us 

together is stronger than the differences which are bent on dividing us. This I 

truly believe, “because he who lives within us, is greater than him who 

lives without.”    
   

The bottom line to what Paul is getting at here is that we should be filled 

with a sense of cheerful thanksgiving, not grumblings. We should be 

enjoying life, because we enjoy God in our lives. Does any of this make any 

sense to you?  Remember, Christ bore his cross for the weaknesses of 

others! 

 

When the Lord chose to serve others instead of pleasing himself, he set the 

pattern that we must follow in order to be his disciple.  Let us all try to be 

more like the Apostle Andrew, as he walked through his life with Jesus 

reaching out his hand in love and understanding for others, bringing them by 

the hand to be with and know Jesus as their Lord. You see, Andrew is 

known for his friendship and wonderful fellowship with both Christ and all 

those to whom he came in contact with.  Let us all be more like Christ’s 

beloved Apostle in our relationships with each other and others we come in 

contact with as Christians in his name.   

 

In today’s Gospel, we are reminded that we shall see the Son of Man coming 

in great power and glory. During this time of Advent we only remember the 

fact that Jesus came in all humility, living a humble life as an example for us 

to follow; but we need to remember in the depths of our souls that Christ 

will return again and it is this 2nd coming that we as Christians not only look 



for, but should be eagerly preparing and anticipating. The need to be on 

guard and prepared is more dominant in this world now, than it has ever 

been before. We visibly see around the world the distress of nations, with 

perplexity which was spoken by our Lord to come. Now is the time to 

remember the preaching of John the Baptist, when he says, “prepare ye the 

way of the Lord,” because it is true that our redemption is nigh at hand. The 

word Redemption is not a scare tactic, but the fulfilling of our Lord’s 

promise to us. It is the Word of the Lord, as he said, “Heaven and earth shall 

pass away: but my words shall not pass away.  

 

If we believe in the word of God, it is high time that we begin to fulfill the 

need of our spirit by being obedient and repentant unto the Lord. But don’t 

do it simply for yourself, but because it is pleasing unto the Lord. 

Remember, being obedient isn’t popular, nor is it what our humanity feels 

comfortable with; but this is what gives us a connect with the Father. This is 

how we reach out to him, and this is when we can actually hear and feel our 

Lord communicating with us, because we have opened up the channel to 

him. There is no fear in communicating with the Father, only in not having 

any communication with him should you feel fear.  

 

Give yourself over freely today unto Jesus; sit back and visualize him in 

your mind and hearts as this is what opens up the beginning of your prayer 

life to him. Let him know that you are seriously searching him out without 

fear, and that you openly and willingly accept His will in your life. And 

above all, have a Blessed Advent season. Amen.     

   


