
The Third Sunday after Epiphany 
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 

men (Romans 12:16) 

 
In today’s message that Paul has written to the Roman’s, he offers up a 

series of rules and principles to govern our personal relationships with our 

fellow man and or women.  Today’s Epistle begins with the 16th verse, but I 

have backed it up to the 14th verse in order to capture everything that Paul is 

presenting here.   

 

In Rom. 12:14 Paul say’s, “Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse 

not.”   We are taught as Christian’s that we should meet persecution with a 

prayer for those who would persecute us.  A long time ago Plato said that, 

“the good man will choose rather to suffer evil than to do it;” and as we 

know, it’s always evil to hate. When we as Christians’ are hurt, insulted or 

mistreated in some way because of our faith, we have the example of our 

Lord and master to look back and refer to.  He prayed for those who were 

killing Him, as he hung upon the cross at Calvary and asked His Father in 

Heaven to forgive them.  Be it far from us as His disciples to not find a sense 

of forgiveness for those who may somehow pour out their indignation 

towards us for our beliefs. 

 

We also have as a witness the forgiveness shown by the Martyrs in every 

age towards those who murdered them. In Acts 7:60 St. Stephen prayed as 

he was dying for forgiveness of those who were stoning him to death.  One 

of those present at Stephens death was Saul, later to become Paul, the 

Apostle to the gentiles and slave of Jesus Christ.  I would not hesitate to 

say, “that the church should be thankful to the prayer of St. Stephen,” 

as he prayed for the forgiveness of all those present at his death 

including Saul (St. Paul).  History has proven over time that many a 

persecutor has turned and come to the faith of Christ by witnessing the 

forgiveness of Christians.   

Paul goes on to say that we are to “rejoice with those who rejoice and to 

weep with those who weep.”  My friends, there is nothing like sharing a 

good laugh with friends, but there is nothing greater than the bond shared 

with someone else, then that of shedding  tears together over another’s 

sorrow.  It’s great to have those times of joy and laughter, and we do 

remember them.  However, those times when we sorrow together and learn 

how to recover from the pains of sorrow, its then that we find a deeper and 



more spiritual bonding if you will with each other.  It is then that we openly 

offer our hearts filled with sorrow to the Lord and His merciful healing.   

 

Paul says that we are to live in Harmony with one another and to avoid all 

pride and snobbishness if you will.  Dearly beloved, we here in this church 

are all of like mindedness in as much as who we worship and how we 

worship Him.  This wasn’t the case when Paul wrote this letter to the 

Romans, but Paul had the vision of what the church was to be and what 

would be necessary for it to flourish.  Harmony was the one main ingredient 

at that time and remains a very potent ingredient in the stability of the 

church today.   

 

We see today throughout the world, many church faiths involved in turmoil 

of one sort or another.  Many of the issues are of political infighting and 

much of it is involved with personal bad mouthing if you will of other 

churches and their faith practices.  Most of it is strictly power struggles 

within the hierarchy of the church.  The bottom line is, that we all come 

under the one umbrella of Christianity, and that is that we all believe in one 

God and His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  We can not as heirs to the throne of 

God be involved with the judging of men.  Listen, the standards by which 

we judge others are not the standards by which God judges.   

 

We come now to the 18th verse of chapter 12 where Paul say’s, “If it be 

possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”   Is there a 

tougher or more stringent rule or principle that Paul could have delivered to 

us?  I think not, but it is certainly the one by which mankind has the most 

difficulty, is it not?  Of course Paul is writing this to the Christians in Rome 

at the time, but he is sending this message out into the entire world not only 

as a necessity of our relationship with Christ, but one of which is necessary 

for our own survival as well.   

  

Paul stipulates when he says, “If it be possible.”  But, Paul knew that there 

are times when courtesy might have to take a back seat to the claims of 

principle.  And what this means is that Christianity is not just some easy 

going kind of tolerance that’s going to accept anything and just shut its eyes 

to everything.  There might come a time when we are called upon “to go 

about our Father’s business.”  We may have to stand our ground if you will.  

Christian’s have done so since the beginning of Christianity.   

 



But, the old saying, “you catch more flies with honey, then you do with 

vinegar,’ is a good rule of thumb.  Man seems to be bent on revenge and 

vengeance does not belong to us, but to God.   Treating others with kindness 

is more likely to move them to a closer relationship with God rather than 

condemnation.  You see, vengeance might break a man’s spirit; but kindness 

will break his heart.  Remember, a broken and contrite heart is what draws 

Christ even closer to us and us to him. Remember, stooping to vengeance, 

and increasing our hate or dislike for others allows evil to conquer us.  There 

is one antidote for hatred and that is Love.  Let us always remember that it is 

more rewarding to search out that good within someone, rather than to just 

accept face value first impressions about folks.  Neither let us be convinced 

of others faults by someone else’s perception.   

 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.” 

Amen+ 

 

                                  


