
All Saints Day 

And seeing the multitudes, He went up into a mountain: and when he was set, His disciples came 

unto Him: (Matthew 5:1) 

Here in this Gospel, Matthew now introduces the most striking and characteristic feature of his 

entire Gospel. Matthew has sometimes been called “ecclesiastical,” “legalistic,” or “judaistic,” but 

his actual interest is in the moral life which deals with the righteousness which exceeds that of the 

scribes and pharisees, as in (Matthew 5:20), and fits right in for those who choose to pray for the 

kingdom of heaven and wish to  inherit it as promised. The righteousness of which Jesus permeates 

throughout this Gospel is that of Prophetic rather than rabbinical and should be noted. 

 In reading the Beatitudes, If they are seven in number, then seven is a holy number. If they 

are eight, as most of us assume to be the truth, then they form the octave of kingdom music. But if 

they are ten in number as some scholars have suggested, then they would represent the New 

Decalogue. In any event, they are a signal event; The mountain that Jesus went upon to teach 

implies a loftiness of teaching, or a new Sinai if you will. His opening of His mouth implies the 

utterance of His solemn truth. We also see in this scripture that Jesus sat and taught indicating a 

pondered sort of verity as well. To sit while teaching was a common Jewish trait or tradition. 

 You see, the Beatitudes are far from being passive or mild, but they are a sort of gauntlet 

which is flung down before the worlds standards at the time. They become clearer when set against 

their opposites.  For example: The opposite of poor in spirit, is the proud in spirit; The opposite of 

those who mourn, are the light headed who are always bent on their own self pleasure; The opposite 

of the meek are those who are the aggressors of the world; The opposite of the persecuted are those 

who always play it safe and compromise themselves in order to find acceptance. The Beatitudes 

didn’t just cut across the ethics of that time, and our time; they actually cut straight through the 

sacred law of Moses. The old established law of Moses was in essence being restrained or replaced 

if you will. Jesus words that day weren’t just principals spoken by Him, but a sort of blast of light 

and love that kindled against all the darkness that existed in the age.  

 I am not here this evening to give you a dissertation on each of the Beatitudes, but simply 

to say read them and study them for your own understanding. The Beatitudes are all promises of 

the kingdom of God, because to be in the kingdom is to be comforted, to inherit the earth or the 

promised land if you will, to be satisfied in all things, to obtain God’s mercy, and most importantly 

to be called His sons and daughters. He is speaking to us in terms of what is necessary to enter the 

kingdom of God, or what is expected of us as His children. Jesus tells us what to expect as our 

reward for each case. For instance, “They that mourn shall be comforted.” It means just what it 

says. Those that mourn now, and offer their sorrow as an oblation unto the Lord, shall find joy in 

the end. By taking our sorrow and sharing it with God prayerfully, He shall provide comfort and 

your sorrow shall be turned into joy. In John 16:20, Jesus say’s to His disciples as they are 

sorrowful about his coming departure, “verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye shall weep and lament 

, but the world shall rejoice; and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.” 

This is His promise to each of us as we find sorrow in our own lives.  

 When Jesus uses the term, “Your reward is great in Heaven,” This doesn’t necessarily mean 

that the reward is confined to heaven only. It can also mean that the reward might be enjoyed on 



earth as well as being laid up for us in heaven. This is guaranteed by our faithful God, which has 

laid forth His promise. Of course our heavenly reward cannot be measured here on earth in 

comparison to our heavenly reward, as that has to do with our salvation. But, we can ask ourselves 

“How Great is my reward?” 

 The Beatitudes simply cover all aspects of our lives on earth: poverty in all of its many 

forms, which include being poor in spirit; Mourning or sorrow and the many different aspects 

which entail it; How the meek shall overcome those who are aggressors in the world; The 

deliverance of those who are hungry and thirsty physically but also spiritually and how they shall 

find fullness; The value of mercy to others here on earth; The value for which God finds in those 

with pureness of heart; How peacemakers are so valued by God as His children; and most 

importantly those who stand up for God and accept persecution on behalf of His name and their 

great reward in the Kingdom.  

How do these precepts fit into our lives personally? Question for each of us to ponder! I guess we 

all need to study these and see which if any we are doing somewhat well in and which we are 

doing poorly with. Which apply to our personal lives the most? It is a simple fact, that we can all 

do better most likely in each of them, and so much attention should be paid to all of them. You see 

beloved, Jesus said “that to whom much has been given, much is expected.” The goal in my humble 

opinion should be along the lines of pureness of heart, for pureness of heart shall cover a multitude 

of sins. 

So how do we approach our efforts towards following the precepts given by Jesus both individually 

and corporately as a parish? The answer comes by way of Love. Love for God and love for each 

other, shown by prayer and deeds. Love for others who have so much less than us, and by our 

efforts to ease the pain that exists in the world today. We must spend time as a parish, and 

individually, listening to God and discerning our place in the world as His church body. We must 

remain active and enthusiastic toward serving Him, and searching out others who desperately need 

Him in their lives.  

This evening service brings to heart our prayers for all saints, both on earth and in Heaven. We 

pray this evening for the saints on earth, (church militant) who continue to fight off the wiles of 

the devil daily; the saints in paradise, (church expectant) who have now drawn nearer to the beatific 

face of God; and the final consummation of our transition and new bodies into the Kingdom of 

God to be present with God for all eternity in the (church triumphant).  

 So as we pray this evening, let us give thanks and Praise God from whom all blessings 

flow! Amen+ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


