
St. Simeon and St. Jude (Gospel) 
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated me before it hated you.” 

 
If you notice, Blessed John the Apostle pretty much sees things as black and white 

in terms of mans relationship with Christ. Either a man was of the world or of 

Christ, and there wasn’t any other stage or platform between. You were either for 

him or against him. We should remember too, that at the time this Gospel was 

written, the church was living under the constant threat of persecution. Christianity 

was illegal and Christians were being killed if they admitted to believing in Christ.  

 

But, Jesus had told his people beforehand what they could expect, and so none of 

this was any surprise to them. All three of the Synoptic Gospels speak of this very 

thing. In Matthew 10:17, it says, “But beware of men: for they will deliver you up 

to councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues. And ye shall be brought 

before governors and kings for my sake.” Again it is found in Mark 13:9, and Luke 

12: 2.  

 

You see, the government hated the Christians because they regarded them as 

disloyal citizens to the empire and it’s Emperor, but it wasn’t only the government 

that hated them, but the mobs of people as well who believed in the slanderous 

things that were said about the Christians. There were things that the Christians of 

the time would not do, such as; burn incense and say “Caesar is Lord”; They were 

believed to be cannibals because they partook in the supper of the Lord, meaning 

they ate the body and drank the blood of Jesus in Holy Communion; They were 

believed to be immoral because at the weekly meal called the Agape or Love Feast, 

the people greeted each other with a kiss, and so they were labeled to be having 

some kind of sexual orgy. There were many other things which were placed upon 

them as a weird cult of sorts, of which none of them were accurate.  

 

Basically, there are two kinds of people in the world then and now; those who see 

God as relevant and as our true and only reality in this life, and those who view 

God as totally irrelevant for life, and who are willing to accept having no place in 

him. To be a Christian today is much like being a Christian in biblical times, 

because the demand to be filled with courage in being different still remains today 

as it was then. Because Christians were looked upon as being different then, they 

were being eliminated; much the same is going on in the world today as we see 

continued persecution of Christianity all throughout the world; Even here at home. 

So, we must continue to be strong in that we are willing to be different; Different 

because we accept the challenge that this world wishes to inflict upon us and 



choose to be people of Christ and expel the worldly acceptance of man from our 

lives.  

 

There is a huge gulf between Christians who have a deep relationship with Christ 

and live with the sense of their sin guilt and are repentant of it, and those who 

choose not to live for Christ, who feel they do not need Christ in their lives and 

thus have no sense of their own guilt in sin.  

 

You see, at one time man never really knew God or could even come close to 

understanding God in any way. But once Christ came to earth incarnate, they had 

the Kingdom of Heaven before them. There was a time when men didn’t 

understand the love and goodness of God, nor did they understand the depth of 

their sin. But once Jesus came, he taught them and revealed to them their sin; He 

explained to them the evil of their ways and taught them about forgiveness and the 

Kingdom of God which awaits them. He delivered unto them a choice of which 

they had to make.  

 

Jesus did two things actually: First, he exposed sin! He told mankind of the things 

that truly grieved God in his heart and of what the Father expected of them as his 

children. He simply set the truth before men to hear. And secondly, he provided the 

remedy if you will for sin. Jesus truly went the complete distance in this fight for 

mankind in that he provided a way for the forgiveness of all our past sins; and that 

power to overcome sin and do that which is right, by providing us with the Holy 

Ghost in our personal lives. But, it’s up to us to use that power which Christ has 

given us.  

 

Think of it like this; You get real sick and go to the doctor, and he says to you that 

you must take this medication for X amount of time.  He gives you a prescription 

for the fix, and you never fill it, and never follow his instructions. Basically, you 

have no one to blame but yourself for getting even sicker or maybe even dying 

because of your sickness because you refused to listen to the knowledge which was 

being shared with you.  

 

You see, Christ has shared the knowledge and truth of God and of his kingdom 

with all men, always providing us with a way to him via simply reaching out to 

him. There is no tricks or gimmicks!! Christ is the way, the truth and the life, and 

through him we have life eternal. He did for us that which we were unable to do 

for ourselves. Give yourself to him completely today and be thankful. Amen.  

 

 



 


