
Sunday next before Advent 

When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, gather up the 

fragments that remain, that nothing be lost (John 6). 

Just like often times we might like to get away from the crowds of people, or the 

hassle of everyday life, to maybe gather our thoughts or rest up some after being 

very busy with things; so Jesus needed to get some time away from the crowds of 

people pressing on him to perform miracles, and healings, and simply to listen to 

him preach.  He really needed time to spend with his disciples alone, so that they 

could gain a better understanding of him and so that he could have time for 

personal prayer with his Father. 

So as the story goes, Jesus and his disciples leaving Capernaum set sail on a 

beautiful clear day up the Jordan River about 4 miles and landed at a village called 

Bethsaida Julius. It was here along the banks of the lake that Jesus would spend a 

small period of time alone with his disciples before the throngs of people running 

alongside the lake would catch up to them. It would be here that Jesus would feed 

the 5,000 hungry and needy people. 

How many times in our lives do we look to the world for solutions to our problems 

instead of going to Christ for an answer? Phillip, found himself in the same 

predicament when asked by Jesus “where food could be found?” to feed all these 

people. Phillip knowing there just wasn’t enough money to buy enough food went 

straight into panic mode, because he failed to look to Jesus, instead looking to man 

and flesh for the answer. Things are black and white in the world, but it is Christ 

who brings light and color to our existence. 

The scripture goes on to tell us how Andrew then brings the 5 barley loaves of 

bread and 2 sardine type fishes to Jesus which belonged to a little boy; and how he 

took them, blessed them, broke and fed the 5,000 people with food left over.  But, I 

think what is important is the command Jesus gives to his apostles, “Gather up 

the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.” Beloved, we are those 

fragments Christ is speaking about and so boldly prays to the Father about in John 

17. Jesus is praying for the Apostles to be kept from evil, but also that they be 

returned to him at the end of their lives, so that they can share in  and witness his 

glory. But in Verse 20, it says, “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 

which shall believe on me through their word.” You see, Christ’s wish is that none 

of us be lost to perdition, but that all of us be gathered together as one in him and 

he in us.  This whole chapter of John is relevant to what Christ said on the mount 

after the feeding of the people.  



We may never know what really happened that day on the grassy knoll, but we can 

look at in 3 ways. 

First, we can regard what took place as a simple miracle which Jesus did in 

multiplying bread and fish. But, if we can believe in the sheer miraculous character 

of this miracle, then we should continue in that belief.  Second, is the possibility 

that it was really a sacramental meal. What I mean by that is that it could have 

been that this meal was but a morsel like the sacrament performed at the last 

supper. Remember, in the feeding; he took, blessed, broke and gave to the people.  

This is what he did at the last super. This is also what the priest does at the 

Eucharist. It could have been that the thrill and wonder of Jesus’ presence and the 

reality of God turned the food into something that truly nourished their hearts and 

souls. The third way of looking at it might be that it is highly unlikely that 5,000 

people would go out on a 9 mile journey without some sort of provisions. What is 

likely possible is human selfishness held people back from openly declaring what 

they had. 

You see, Jesus took what he had and openly shared it with all the people. By his 

example, my guess is that those in the crowd most likely followed his lead.  It 

might just be that what this miracle really achieved was in turning around a crowd 

of selfish individuals into a fellowship of sharers.  This might be a miracle not of 

loaves and fishes so much, but one which more importantly changed the lives of 

men and woman forever. 

What we really need to get out of this message today is the contrasting 

characteristics of Phillip and Andrew. You see, Phillip was the disciple who said, 

“The situation is hopeless; nothing can be done.” Andrew was the disciple who 

said, “I’ll see what I can do.” It was Andrew in his faith that brought the young boy 

to Jesus and made the miracle possible by placing it in the hands of Christ. Jesus 

will take the very little we are able to give and make us whole and plentiful. You 

see, Jesus truly needs and wants what we can bring him, so that he can accomplish 

much in our lives for us and for our salvation.  

Isn’t it strange how after feeding all these people, there were exactly twelve 

baskets of food left over for the twelve apostles? Hmmm! Go figure.  

 

 


