
The Epiphany 
“For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles” 

(Eph. 3:1-12).  
When Paul wrote this letter to the Ephesians, he was once again in a Roman prison 

awaiting trial before Nero; he’s waiting for his Jewish prosecutors to arrive with 

their envenomed, malicious charges that they were going to accuse him with. Paul 

was in a Roman prison for sure, yet he calls himself a “prisoner of Christ,” and 

never thought of himself as a prisoner of Rome. Most anyone else I’m sure would 

think of it quite differently than Paul.  

 

When Paul speaks of himself as the prisoner of Christ, he is likely thinking of the 

universal love of God, and what his part is in bringing that love to the Gentiles. 

You see, there’s many things a person can list as a reason for why they do the work 

of God’s Church. They could say for instance I do what I do because I’m bored at 

home and need something to do; or they could say I do what I do because of the 

position of notoriety it gives me; or they could say I do what I do because I’m 

helping God to build His church on earth. We have a choice don’t we on how or 

what our personal outlook is on our approach to God. We’re either into the fight 

for Christ, to fulfill His will, or for self to fulfill ours. I think Paul clearly points 

out how our point of view makes all the difference in the world. 

 

Beloved, when we’re going through some kind of hardship, unpopularity, or 

material kind of loss for the sake of our Christian principles if you will, we can 

either look at ourselves as victims, (which is the most common response for man) 

or as the Champions of Christ. Paul chose the latter, and he is our example of 

Christian virtues and principles. 

 

Paul had a great revelation while on the Damascus Road, and had received a great 

secret from God. He was going to learn what it meant to be a complete servant of 

God, as he was to open the eyes of the Gentile world and bring the understanding 

of the love of Christ and the forgiveness God for sin to them. He was to be the 

spiritual and mortal craftsman of the building of God’s church and to be the 

sculptor of God’s message to the generations to come. He was to open the eyes of 

the Jews, that the love of God was not for them only, but for the entire world. This 

is the real meaning of the “Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.” It is more than 

the Wise Men coming with gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.  We do 

remember and give credence to the event of the Wise Men arrival bearing gifts, but 

we must also dig deeper into the actuality and or fulfillment of the Manifestation of 

Christ.  



We know that Gold represents a gift worthy of a King, that Frankincense 

represents a gift to the Priesthood, and that Myrrh is a gift used for embalming of 

the body. All of these were absolutes as to the recognizing of who Christ truly was, 

the Messiah, and yes it was an Epiphany of huge historical and biblical relativity; 

but what would you call the Resurrection of Christ? The definition of an Epiphany, 

is, “the striking or total realization of something.” How much more striking can it 

be than to see a man return from the dead as he said he would? What I’m getting at 

here, dear friends, is that our lives are filled with Epiphany’s; shocking realizations 

of Christ in the world, undeserved grace given, feelings of forgiveness, 

accomplishments unimagined, healings of sickness, survival of disasters, Love 

when we least deserve it.  

 

Paul had a huge epiphany, that of being a laborer for God. He was to be the 

communicator of the Grace of God in a very unique and special way. Paul regarded 

his service as a dignity to God. Paul never saw his duty to God as tiresome or 

boring, but as a privilege given to him freely by the grace of God. It’s often hard to 

find people to serve within the church as Paul did. The fact is, that to teach for 

God, or to sing for God, or to take care of the administrative affairs of the church 

for God, or to visit those who are suffering or in need, and even to give of our time, 

talent or substance for God should never be something that has to be jerked out of 

us, but rather it should be a privilege that we are glad to accept and take on for 

Christ. 

 

Beloved, to be a sufferer for Christ should not be looked upon as some sort of 

penalty, but our glory and privilege to do so!  Being loyal to the Cross of Christ 

was never easy for Paul or any of the other disciples, nor shall it be for us either. 

However, sharing in the sufferings of Christ ourselves should be looked upon as an 

opportunity to express our loyalty to him. We too, as Paul was, are instruments of 

God; we are vessels of expression by which we can assist God in completing the 

tasks that are set aside just for us in the completion and building of his church. We 

are those Christian members, priests and heirs of the Kingdom, still laboring on 

earth and still building upon the Manifestation of Christ to the World. So let us all 

march on as empowered soldiers of Christ, remaining confident of who we are in 

Christ, and remembering always our Great Epiphany or shocking realization of 

who and what our privileged duty to God is. 

 

Remember always beloved, the Church is a union of grace between Christ and 

men, and it’s only by sanctifying grace that the church exists. Sanctifying grace is 

the life of the soul, a supernatural light within the soul, making us all children of 

God. We remember today the Manifestation of God to the whole world. Amen!!  



  

 


