
Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
“And when He was come near, He beheld the city, and wept 

over it.” (Luke 19:41-47) 

 

There are two (2) times in scripture where Jesus weeps in sorrow.  

The first is in Luke 19:41 which we read today, and the other is in 

John 11:35 where Jesus weeps over the sorrow he shares with the 

loved ones of Lazarus. Can you imagine the depth of sorrow Jesus 

must have felt in both of these cases in order to have made him 

openly weep? These tears of sorrow are earthly tears, but 

“Heavenly Tears” if you will, that are shed for his creation which 

has rejected him, and for Martha and Mary whom he loved. 

 

In this Gospel, there are three separate incidents that take place of 

which I would like to address: 

 

First, there is Jesus lamenting over Jerusalem.  As Jesus is 

preparing to enter the Holy City, and views it from the Mount of 

Olives, he envisions its total destruction and the peril of his people.  

Because the Jews were more interested in political power and 

maneuvering, they failed to recognize the presence of God which 

stood before them.  When we speak of the political maneuvering, 

think about how the Sanhedrin, Pharisees, and Scribes all worked 

in collusion against Christ with the Roman government.  The 

planning and plotting of our Lord’s destruction and ruin was 

constant and deliberate. 

 

I think a rightful analogy of this would be in our own lives and our 

children would it not?  Because, we always have our own agenda 

and we are blinded by our own worldly desires.  Jesus not only 

stands before us, but his Holy Spirit lives within us and we don’t 

recognize his presence on a consistent basis. Although they were 

guilty of not recognizing, or accepting Jesus as Lord, we are even 

guiltier, because unlike them we have the Holy Spirit living within 

us, and we know it and we know Him. But nevertheless, Jerusalem 



had abandoned the will of God, and so they suffered needlessly 

because of their lack of vision and for their rebellious actions 

towards Him. Remaining focused on the Father and being faithful 

to him is really our only hope. 

 

Second, there is the cleansing of the temple. Remember, the 

original purpose of the Passover was to give thanks and offerings 

to God for their release and freedom from Egypt. A time of 

thanksgiving, a time of praise and prayer, became a time of scandal 

and shame.  And not only was it a disgrace upon them as to what 

they were doing, but they were doing it on the doorstep of the Holy 

of Holies. Listen beloved, when Christ entered the city and 

cleansed the temple and grounds of all the thieves and solicitors, he 

did it because he was witnessing first hand trafficking of greed by 

the publicans and those that were selling animals for offering. 

They were simply taking advantage of the most celebrated of all 

Holy Days in Palestine.  Remember, Jews from all over the Roman 

empire came to pay their taxes and they were openly being cheated 

and robbed by being charged excessively for the changing of their 

currency.  As an example of the robbery going on, it was common 

practice at that time to charge a 1000% mark up for unblemished 

pairs of doves for sacrifice inside the city than outside the city 

gates.  So, the very worship of the House of God was being used to 

exploit the worshippers 

 

The Third incident shows us that even after all that took place in 

the temple, we still find Jesus teaching in the temple courts.  I 

mean every time he spoke he literally took his life into his hands so 

to speak, but the people hung on his every word.  I think the 

example we should get from this is that we should never be 

ashamed to show the world whose we are, who we belong to, and 

who we serve.  We should always be prepared to share Jesus name 

with others we come in contact with, and never, ever  worry about 

whether they think we are strange or weird because of it.   

 



Let’s go back a bit and look at the theological meaning of Christ’s 

cleansing of the temple.  We know first of all that Christ didn’t 

come as something that was purchased, but rather came as a 

payment for mankind and to be a propitiation for the sins of all 

man.  He entered the temple as a pure and undefiled offering of 

himself to glorify his Father and to be glorified.  But, he instead 

found his father’s house being disgustingly defiled. And so like 

any son or daughter who found his father or mothers home being 

defiled, he became angry and ran the disrespectful mob out of it 

with a whip if you will. They were not there for worship and 

prayer, but they were there to fill their pockets up with the filthy 

lucre and to cheat others out of their living.  Isn’t this just 

shameful, bringing a sense of sorrow to your heart for our beloved 

savior? 

 

Jesus knew that this temple would soon be destroyed, but that a 

new temple more beautiful and spiritual would soon be built.  That 

temple would come in the death, the resurrection, and ascension of 

Jesus Christ.  This new spiritual temple would be delivered to all 

believing Christians by way of Baptism into the death and 

Resurrection of Jesus himself.  His temple would live within us by 

way of His Holy Spirit dwelling within each of his beloved sons 

and daughters.   

 

I say to you all, how many believe Jesus wept more than twice? Do 

you believe that he continues to weep over a viperous and 

rebellious generation of people? 

 

My dear friends, there is no longer a material temple, And, as I 

said, each of us possesses a temple in and of ourselves unto Christ.  

He dwells in us!  He speaks and listens to us, and I’m sure he 

weeps over us.  Please do not defile His temple, rather glorify him 

as he continuously intercedes to the Father on your behalf.  Give to 

him and show him the passion of your love for him.  Amen.           

   


