
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
God be merciful to me a sinner (Luke 18:13) 

 
Dearly beloved in Christ, 

Today’s gospel is really about the “Sin of Pride.”  I’m not here today to 

change what the gospel is saying about pride, but I do feel that there is bad 

and good pride that lives in the world today.  The pride which the gospel is 

describing today is sinful pride which should be avoided.  However, I 

believe that there is another side to pride which is and was made by God for 

us.  You see, “All things were made by him; and without him was not 

anything made that was made”, (John 1:3).  Clearly, pride is a condition of 

mankind provided by God through His creation.  Pride can be a source of 

enrichment in our lives; also a sense of encouragement and a beacon of light 

to bring happiness into our lives.  Do we not all as parents and grand parents 

feel a strong sense of pride when our children and grandchildren do well?  

Don’t we feel that sense of pride and happiness that they bring to our lives? 

Do we not go about bragging on them to others?  Of course we do, and that 

is not sinful pride my friends, but extreme happiness pouring out of us.   

 

In those days, the devout Jews, (Pharisees etc.), went to pray three times a 

day; 9 Am, 12 noon, and 3 PM.  And you must remember that it was 

supposed to be especially effective prayer if it was done in the temple.   

 

Today’s gospel speaks about two men who went to the temple to pray; one 

was filled with self pride, and the other was filled with shame and 

repentance.  Jesus’ parable today illustrates that God hears all prayer, but 

that some prayer is going to be more effectual than others.  Let us 

remember what Jesus says in St. Matthew’s gospel, chapter 6:5, “And 

when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to 

pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they 

may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, they have their reward.”  You 

see, the Pharisees prayer was not to God, but to himself.  The reason why is 

that he prided himself more on his position in society, and that he was not 

like other men.  He was better than them in his mind .  He figured that 

because of his position God placed more value on his prayer than on some 

lower class individual.  Simply put, the Pharisee didn’t go to pray to God, 

but to inform him of how good he was. This is that sinful pride of which 

we need to stay clear of.  This is that prideful self that Paul speaks so much 

about as he speaks about the need of repentance and prayer. That is the 



source of sin within us, which tends to alienate, or separate us from God and 

other Christians.  We can become so focused on ourselves (can we not) that 

we can no longer spiritually focus on the Cross of Christ which so beckons 

us to itself.  

 

Let’s focus now on a repentfull heart, and see the difference between the 

two.  Jesus uses the Publican (the most despised of Jews) for he collected 

taxes from the people to pay the Roman government.  But, Jesus describes 

his prayer as one of shame and sinful disgust in himself.  Scripture tells us 

that his shame was so great, that he felt in his heart that he couldn’t even lift 

his eyes unto heaven.  His sin was so powerful within him that he did not 

even want to show his face to God.  You see, his prayer was filled with deep 

humility, something the Pharisee severely lacked.   

 

The Publican prayed, “O God be merciful unto me a sinner.”  But he didn’t 

just say it in a worldly way, but from within his soul. He said it with “Par 

Excellence” meaning that he was simply an expert at sinning and he knew it. 

His heart was broken over his sin and his prayer for forgiveness won for him 

acceptance before God.   

 

There are four things I learn from this parable:  

First: That no man that harbors pride within his heart can truly pray 

devoutly. You see, the gate of heaven is so low that you can’t enter unless 

you enter upon your knees. 

 

Second: It say’s to me that no man that despises or snubs other’s can really 

pray effectually.  We can’t lift ourselves above others, because we are to put 

it lightly, just one of a huge army of sinning, suffering humanity, who are all 

kneeling before the throne of God’s mercy.   

 

Third: True prayer comes from setting our lives beside the life of God, and 

not comparing ourselves to others as the Pharisee was so content to do.  

 

Fourth but not necessarily last:  When we set our lives beside the life of 

Jesus, and beside the holiness of God, all that is left for us to say is, “God be 

merciful unto me, a sinner.”  Amen!     

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  


