
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (2020 
“And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, 

Ephphatha, that is, be opened.” 
Dear friends, doesn’t today’s gospel truly depict just how wonderful and 

caring our Lord is to all of us individually, as if we are his only child!!   

 

In this gospel of St. Mark, we see Jesus’ loving care, His very deep 

understanding and consideration Her shows for the deaf man.  You see, it 

might be even worst to be deaf than blind, because everyone tends tojust 

shout at you to hear them and that only makes someone who is deaf even 

more helpless and embarrassed to say the least. 

 

The gospel say’s that Jesus took the man to the side and healed him. But, he 

did it in a way that people could relate to.  Because in those days people 

believed that spit had some kind of curative quality in it, Jesus put his hands 

in the man’s ears and touched his tongue with spit, so that everyone who 

witnessed this miracle of healing could see and relate.  Of course He could  

have healed the man without even touching him, but He did it the way he 

did, so that his followers could all bear witness of God’s miraculous power. 

He wanted to give glory to his father, but more importantly he wanted the 

love of God spread throughout the world. Remember, the people knew God 

as powerful and wise, but Jesus would bring back the beauty of God which 

man’s sin had rendered as ugly.  Remember, the Jews didn’t see God as a 

merciful, loving and healing God, but as a God to be feared and reverenced 

because of fear of punishment.  They had guilty hearts, and rightly so. 

 

God continues to heal us today both spiritually, physically, and morally as 

Christians does he not?  But it’s important to remember that His moral and 

spiritual healing doesn’t come in some form of a syringe filled with some 

special concocted medication if you will. This isn’t some quick fix, like 

plugging a flat tire, and there you go your back on the road again.  No, his 

healing comes through our individual freewill and choice based upon our 

love for him, and our willingness to learn how to love him more.  We do this 

by our commitment to prayer and devotion, through our faith in Him. We do 

this through him, by showing him, that we are totally dependent upon him as 

our Savior and Father of Mercy. 

 

Blessed James, in his General Epistle say’s, “Salvation comes by Faith and 

Works.”  Beloved, I do believe that my prayer time and yours as well, is a 



measure of our work and that our spiritual and moral healing is a dividend of 

that work.  There are many types of work which may be included in “Faith 

and Works,” within ones service and ministry to God, but I do believe that 

our personal prayer time consistently and preciously set aside as time spent 

with our Lord is of the most valuable of works provided.  It becomes work, 

because in our humanity we do not always want to find time for God in what 

we consider our busy lives.  However, when we put God first in our lives, 

and when we place him above those things of the world, he also places us 

first among those things which are of necessity for us.  He sees our needs 

and fills them, so that we too might have peace in our lives. More 

importantly, the healing we receive spiritually through our Lord isn’t one 

that is temporal, but eternal and everlasting. 

  

So, just as the deaf mans healing was to the Glory of God, so are we when 

we surrender our lives completely and unconditionally to the Father.  Just as 

in today’s scripture, God continues to heal us quietly and gently, with 

understanding and patience. Our healing might not be an immediate one as 

in the Gospel today, but over time others will see the change as we become 

an example of God’s love and saving grace.   

 

But it doesn’t end here my friends, as this is only the beginning.  Love, 

healing, mercy, and forgiveness freely given to us by the Lord, must be 

freely given unto those who do not yet know the Lord personally.  We must 

go out and perpetuate that love, that sense of healing and mercy to all those 

we can reach.  We must launch ourselves expeditiously into the community 

as a source of God’s healing love to all those who are suffering and in need 

of what the Body of Christ can do for them.   

 

Christian family, hear me when I say that the vision and true nature’s of who 

Jesus our Lord and Savior truly is, is written for us in Matthew 5: 3-10. It is 

here that we see the true value of our Lord’s mercy, and forgiveness and 

purpose for rewarding us for faithfulness and loyalty to him (Read the 

Beatitudes). He knows who we are and he knows what we are like, and in 

the Beatitudes, he shows us how precious we truly are to him.  In Vs. 14, he 

say’s, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 

hid.” This church dear friend’s is that city, and it is being filled by the light 

of Christ.  Anyone who shall see it will come because Christ is calling them. 

Be vigilant in your prayer’s, and ask God to lead us to all those who need us 

and Him in their lives. Amen.        

 



             

      

 


