
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

“What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

 
In the gospel today we see Jesus once again focusing so very much right into the 

very heart of His ministry. In the gospel we heard how Jesus is speaking to His 

disciples who have literally just returned from the various cities and villages along 

the countryside, and how this young man, a lawyer, stands up and say’s to Jesus, 

“Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Now, I believe that perhaps the 

man was tempting Jesus after hearing his conversation with His disciples, when he 

asked his question, but I find it amazing in as much as Jesus makes him answer his 

own question when He says to him; “What is written in the law and how readest 

thou?” I mean, Jesus put the ball back into the man’s own court so that he could 

actually search out his own heart and come to his own truth of what he had just 

asked of Jesus. You see, the man being well versed in Old Testament as most Jews 

were, went all the way back to the book of Deuteronomy6:5 to retrieve his answer 

for Jesus, when Moses delivered the Summary of the Law to the Jewish nation. 

“Thou shall love the Lord thy God….., and followed that up with, And these 

words that I command you today shall be on your heart.” This is the essence of 

who we are today in our faith, our trust and our belief. We are the recipients of 

those very words spoken by Moses as he led them through the wilderness. 

 

Now the reason that this portion of scripture has so much emphasis and 

significance in our lives today is because it does stand out in our hearts and minds 

even to this day, as Moses stated, and it remains embodied in our very souls. You 

see, we are stamped or tattooed if you will with the word of God and with the 

Cross of Christ as His children. And today as we have brought Camden and lifted 

him up to Christ, he too has been received as a consecrated child of God, and has 

received the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord God, thereby being born unto the 

death and resurrection of our Savior.  Now that is what I call Grace!! Grace & the 

Love of God freely given unto another one of His earthly saints on earth. 

 

The Creeds of the church, such as the Apostles Creed, Nicene Creed, and the 

Athanasius Creed, which I sometimes refer to as our pledge of allegiance to God, 

can all fall under the sub title of the Summary of the Law. This Summary of the 

Law is our code as Christians, and is what is necessary to enter the Kingdom of 

God, hence obtain Eternal Life. The reason for this is because the Summary 

contains the two most important aspects of who God is: God is Love. And in this 

Summary He stipulates first that we must 1st love Him completely, and secondly 

that we must love our neighbors as we love ourselves. So this is what Jesus is 



trying to get across to the young lawyer who is questioning Him about what is 

needed to gain eternal life. How readest thou the law? But you see brethren, we can 

read, and read, and read forever, but if all we do is read without searching out the 

face of God, and doing what I refer to as a personal inventory on where and how 

we are walking with Him, then how much good does it do to just read? Reading 

can build upon our knowledge, but do very little for our spiritual growth and 

understanding if we fail to act upon those things which are of God in our lives. Our 

place as Christians is to always be cognizant of who we are in Jesus, and always 

trying our best to be pleasing to Him. Remembering that all is Grace, never taking 

anything for granted. 

 

The second greatest commandment of God also includes Love as its Basis. You see 

Love is the common denominator in all things with God. Remember also, that God 

loves everyone around us as much as He loves us individually. I know that’s hard 

for many of us to believe, but it is true.  

 

Remember, Jesus didn’t go into the palaces, gardens and fancy courtyards of the 

rich folk, no, He went out into the far reaches of the countryside, the hills and 

fields to find all those who desperately needed Him in their lives. He didn’t sit at 

home and wait for the people to come to Him, instead He went out to share 

Himself, to share His love and to heal those who were suffering and without any 

help. You see, Jesus provided a spiritual hospital for all those who had lost their 

way.  

 

So the message today to take away from today’s sermon, is to remember that we 

are God’s creation, we are His temple, and we did not create any of this in our 

humanity. We as the servants of God need to show our gratitude to Him for His 

unfailing love for us, especially that Love which is displayed for us every day in 

our souls & spirits of His great & willful sacrifice of His love upon the Cross for us 

at Calvary.  We must always remember all that God has given to us, and that we 

can’t rightfully hoard it to ourselves, but share it with everyone whom He loves. 

This is our Bounden Duty & Service. AMEN 

 


