
14th Sunday after Trinity 

“And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”  

(Luke 17:11-19) 
Sub-Title-(The Rarity of Gratitude) 

 

Today’s Gospel, howbeit very short really strikes or at least should strike a serious 

note in most of our hearts because it is based upon the experiences we share in our 

own lives. When I got to reading this gospel for today it brought back to me some 

of the very wonderful things in my past that others freely gave and how I never 

really noticed or gave thought to being thankful for. Maybe we in our foolishness  

never really even gave thought to our lack of gratitude at that time. But you see, 

this lack of not showing our gratitude to others is heightened by our lack of not 

showing gratitude and thanksgiving to our Lord for bringing these people together 

with us at that particular time of our need. It was for many of us, that saving grace 

that we truly needed at that particular moment in our lives. I’m pretty sure that 

most of us have gone back and at least thanked God, over and over for what he 

provided. 

 

In today’s Gospel we see again the greatness of our Lord’s heart for the sick and 

suffering of the world. We heard today about the healing of the 10 lepers and how 

only one of those healed had the goodness of heart to turn and thank our Lord for 

his healing. You see, the other 9 lepers healed simply did as most of us do, and that 

is just take our blessings and good fortune and walk on. We seldom give thought as 

to who provided the good fortune of which we have received.  

 

This gospel also points out that these 10 lepers were made up of Jews and 

Samaritans. We know that the Jews would not associate with a Samaritan but yet 

we know that at least one of them was a Samaritan. You see, they put aside their 

differences because they all shared in the same tragic disease and clung to each 

other for support. The sickness had broken down the barriers of their racial 

differences. Take for instance a flood, which there has been much of recently, that 

just covers everything and all the animals have to run to one area and live together.  

They are all on one level or another in the food chain, but they will not kill or fight 

with each other. Well, the one thing that should draw all men together is their 

common need for God in their lives! God is the common denominator for all of us 

and for all things. The fact that we are to love each other as ourselves, would have 

greater effect on us if we learned to love God more, and to learn to be thankful and 

grateful for the wonderful blessing he gives us each day. How can man love each 

other enough to live in peace and harmony together, if we can not learn to love 

God more completely and faithfully? We are all guilty beloved of being part of the 



problem; but we can all be part of the fix as well. Let us begin here, at focusing our 

hearts and minds in a consistent way; remembering to give thanksgiving to God 

daily, and speaking with him of our gratitude for all he does for us and for all 

mankind. We can’t forget about God for even a moment in our lives. 

 

You need to remember the plight of the leper all the way from the book of 

Leviticus13:44-46. Let me read this to you. So you see, these men were outcasts, 

and unclean in the eyes of all within the community.  They were to live outside the 

walls of the town; alone and sick, and simply being left to die. They were to be 

kept in total isolation from everything and everyone. So you see, this wasn’t just a 

case of the Chicken Pocks, but a total sentence of isolation and death.  

 

So, in all the scripture there’s really no story in any of the gospels which shows 

man’s ingratitude more than this one. They came to Jesus desperate for a healing, 

and when he did so, they didn’t even have the sense of mind or gratitude to say 

thank you, except for one.  

 

In times of great need, we pray with this great sense of intensity to God; but when 

the time passes and things have become better for us we tend to forget about God. 

If we truly look within ourselves we are at times simply ungrateful beings. Some of 

us go about our daily meals without even offering up a prayer of thanks to who has 

provided it.  How often do we actually say thanks God for giving up your Son unto 

death for all of us? Is it something that has common place in our minds regularly or 

not? Shouldn’t it?  

 

God at times, places his children in what we call an intervention period, where he 

detoxifies us of our sickness of non-gracious attitude and gratitude. He rebuilds us 

and cleanses us, thereby reminding us of what is necessary or lacking in our 

conscious ability to remember him daily, and to simply say Thank You Lord, 

Thank you!!  

 

Remember, what he wants from us is to return His Love which is freely given to us 

by sharing our love with others who are so less fortunate than we, both in word and 

deed. Our Lord asks us to give a tenth of our goods to the church as our tithes each 

week. I find it interesting that only a 10th of those healed that day turned to say 

thank you to Christ for their healing, but as a whole body they were all healed.  

 

Today, instead of focusing on those things which we wish to criticize, or others we 

wish to lay blame or fault about things, let us all dial into all of the positive and 

beautiful things which have taken their course in our lives, which have made us 



who we are today. Think about those experiences which have brought us all to the 

foot of the Cross. Let us concentrate on how or what situations we might have been 

in and how disastrous things could have ended up had not God led someone into 

our lives to help us.  

 

Remember, God loves a repentful sinner, and my dear friends we are all rowing 

this boat together through the flood of sin in this world. Remember also to be 

grateful unto the Lord for His long suffering and forgiveness of our sins. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


