
15th Sunday after Trinity 
“From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the 

marks of the Lord Jesus” (Gal. 6). 

Today’s message from Paul is unique, because Paul actually finds cause 

or need if you will to actually pen a  portion of the 6th chapter of 

Galatians himself. As a rule, Paul usually only added his signature to 

that which was scribed for him through dictation, but in this particular 

case he finds it necessary to actually write himself.  He says, “See in 

what large letters I am writing in my own handwriting.”  Some think that 

Paul simply didn’t have much practice with writing, and so he wrote 

large by lack of training; others feel that he might of wrote like he did 

because of his thorn in the flesh, (stomach ailment). However, I would 

disagree with those assessments of Paul as he was an educated man and 

a pen was not foreign to him. Paul in my estimation had a bullet point to 

make and he was going to be true to God and himself, (bold if you will) 

in how he got it done. You see, St. Paul wanted to personalize this 

scripture with his own handwriting because it stuck so close to his heart 

and the truth of the Cross of Christ.   

Christians, it was Paul’s pen being used by him that was in a sense 

Christ’s instrument to discipline the Church of Galatia. Paul is 

continuously challenged by those who would bewitch the people 

with false teachings about Circumcision and the need to remain 

followers of the Law. There was that contingent of Jews who continued 

to place the law back into the center of their lives, and Paul would not 

stand idle in his fight against it.  The pen however, should be viewed as 

the secondary instrument of Christ; the primary instrument was what the 

pen actually portrayed. The Cross is Christ’s way of discipline for all 

those he has redeemed.  But, the same cross which redeems, also sets 

loose, makes us free, it empowers us in our Christian lives. It offers us 

life, by its discipline in our daily guidance, correction, forgiveness, 

judgment, healing, and in simply making all things possible throughout 

our existence.  

In my analysis, the Jews who were propagating circumcision were acting 

none other than like Pharisees, putting on a show for God that would 



somehow win his approval. Paul however, understood that nothing man 

could do could win him sal vation. Paul points to the cross and calls 

upon them to stop trying to earn salvation but to rather trust in the Grace 

of God. The joy for those who wanted the Law to reign were more 

interested in winning Christians back as trophies for themselves more 

than anything else. They wanted that glory they would receive in 

bringing people back to that form of legalistic slavery if you will.  

The battle beloved continues this day in the Christian church throughout 

the world. We no longer go about wielding a knife to fulfill 

circumcision; instead we use the knife to cut much deeper into what has 

caused great divisions in the Church today. The Church is sliced and 

diced to satisfy those who would wish to be powerful and controlling. 

Remaining faithful to our true apostolic teaching of the faith and 

continuing in its teachings of the value of the Cross in our lives is 

paramount in the unification of the Church around the world.  Paul hit it 

right on the nose when faced with adversity due to circumcision, as he 

directed people back to the essence and purpose of the cross.  We cannot 

escape what was the purpose and fulfillment of Christ’s sacrifice.  

Paul clearly states the he bears the marks of the Lord Jesus. What is it he 

means exactly, by the marks of the Lord?  First of all, the marks of the 

Lord are attributed to the piercings of his hands and feet. Did Paul bear 

the marks of the Stigmata?  There is some speculation about this, but 

nothing is specifically mentioned. Paul gloried in his sufferings as a 

slave for Christ during his pilgrimage and missionary service. He 

suffered much in his effort to fulfill and build the church of Christ 

throughout the ancient world at the time.  Paul recognized his bearing of 

the marks of the Lord then through his baptism, as he knew that he was 

baptized into the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 

also bear the same marks of our Lord through our Baptism, and will 

share in the same glory as our beloved Paul. You see, the marks of our 

Lords suffering and sacrifice are given to all men alike; we bear those 

marks in our bodies and in our souls throughout our lives, and we will 

carry those marks with us into the kingdom of God as we serve him in 

our eternity. These markers if you will are the very things which will 



provide each of us with our personal salvation.  They are markers of His 

Love!! 

This section about the marks of our Lord is very important because we 

remember how Christ showed Blessed Thomas the Apostle the marks in 

his hands and side to strengthen his belief.  We remember that he said, 

“Thomas you believe because you have seen, but blessed are they 

who believe and have not seen.”  The Cross of Christ continues to live 

within us every day of our lives beloved, and so we shall never forget 

whose body was upon it, and what was given for us and what we have 

received because of it.   

The Blessing of the Cross of Christ be with you all 

  

     

           


