
16th Sunday after Trinity 2019 (Luke 7:11-17) 

The Compassion of Christ 

 

The Gospel of Luke takes us on a little journey with Jesus and His disciples as they 

leave Nazareth and begin their entry into the city of Nain. This journey to Nain 

was about a full one day trip by foot, or about 6 – 8 hours, and is located about 6 

miles SE of Nazareth. Even to this day, there lies within a 10 minute walk a 

cemetery of rock tombs outside the gates of the city of Nain where the dead were 

laid to rest. This is the area of location where today’s gospel setting took place.  

 

As Jesus and His disciples approach the city, there’s this great crowd of people 

involved in a funeral procession on their way to bury the only son of the widow 

portrayed in today’s message. As the body is being transported to the cemetery, it’s  

being led by professional group of mourners with their flutes and cymbals who 

were chattering loudly in a kind of frenzy, these cries of grief for the deceased son 

and for the family. This was and remains today the custom in many areas of mid 

eastern cultures. There is all this ageless sorrow of the world in the simple sentence 

which says, “He was his mother’s only son and she was a widow. 

 

In the Pathos of human life, Luke adds the compassion of Christ. The feeling we 

get in this Gospel is that Jesus was moved deeply, and without being beckoned by 

anyone, He went forth to meet the woman in her pain and sorrow to share with her 

in view of all those present the gift of God’s love, and the power He has bestowed 

upon His beloved Son. This word Compassion is one of the greatest of words used 

most continuously by the disciples in describing Jesus. A few of these verses 

where Jesus is described as compassionate can be found in Matt. 14:14, 15:32, 

20:34, Mark 1:41, and 8:2. These are just a few. Just reading through the Gospels, 

we experience the many instances where Jesus is not only being sought out by 

others for healing, but where he knows the needs of the people such as the feeding 

of the 5,000 and the 4,000 of whom had followed him without provisions.  

 

My guess is that to the ancient world this would have been staggering to witness, 

as I’m sure that even today it would be shocking to us all as well to see someone 

raised back to life from the dead. When I say that this healing was done in the face 



of all those present that day, it’s because there was no coffin that the body was in, 

and it was probably being carried in a long woven basket of sort; but it was not 

concealed in any way. Remember, it was important in Ancient days that the body 

be taken immediately for burial, and so the death of this young man had just taken 

place and was being removed from the city to be buried when Christ came upon 

the scene. Approaching the bier in which the body was carried, we read how Jesus 

say’s to the mother and those around, “weep not.” Then He approached the bier 

and touched it saying, “Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.” What a incredible 

miraculous thing to witness.   

 

The message we should receive today is that Jesus continually calls upon us daily. 

He speaks to us in special ways which will strengthen us and deliver us from evil. 

He empowers us in ways which will give us strength to not only help ourselves in 

achieving great things for Him, but to enable us to see the great need that others 

may have and how we might endeavor for the better good of others. Every day of 

our lives, Jesus is saying “Arise, and follow me.” Every day He is giving us His 

life so that we might accomplish those things for which He has yet for us to 

accomplish for Him. Let us not be confused beloved, as this is not our life we live, 

but the life of Christ which lives within us. We live for and because of Him only.  

So remember what Jesus say’s, “I, if I be lifted up, shall raise all men unto me.” 

AMEN! 


