
17th Sunday after Trinity 
It came to pass, as Jesus went into the house of one of the chief 

Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath day, that they watched 

him (Luke 14:1). 

 
This gospel so depicts the attitude of the people around Jesus at the time.  

The fact that they were watching him is evidence of how they were looking 

for anything to accuse him of.  By the same token, they were utterly amazed 

at his wisdom, and knowledge, and of his ability to produce miracle after 

miracle in the face of so many people.  Yes, they needed to focus on Jesus, 

but they needed to do so with their hearts and not their lusts for his demise.   

 

Does anybody realize that there were (7) recorded healings by Jesus on the 

Sabbath Day?  It’s true that our Lord meant for it to be a day of rest and 

thankfulness, but not that we should cease all caring for each other.   

 

The gospel of Luke actually captures (4) of those healings: Luke 4, captures 

the healing of Simons mother in law; then there is the man with the withered 

hand in Luke 6; In Luke 8 we read about the woman who was bent over for 

18 years; and now the healing of the man with dropsy in Luke 14.  But there 

is also the healing of the paralytic at the pool of Bethseda, in John 5; the man 

who was born blind in John 9; and the healing of the demon possessed man 

in the synagogue at Capernaum in Mark 1.  So, it is evident that Christ 

would never turn his back on the desperate needs of one who believed in 

him.   

 

Anyone would think that with that kind of track record, he would be beloved 

by everyone.  Just goes to show you, how blinded people can truly be.  The 

fact is however, that every miracle that Jesus did on the Sabbath Day was 

food for the Scribes and Pharisees to prove that Jesus was this dangerous and 

irreligious man, who needed to be stopped. Remember, they looked on Jesus 

as a law breaker.  If he healed on the Sabbath, then that meant that he was 

working on the Sabbath.  Therefore he broke the law according to them. This 

gives thought to the gospel of John, where it say’s, “He came into the world 

and the world knew him not.  He came unto his own and his own received 

him not.” 

 



Let me give you an example of how the ancient Jews believed religion to 

be concerning the meticulous laws about Sabbath meals.  (Read from 

William Barclay (page 187).   

 

So now, is it possible that maybe this man with the dropsy was planted in the 

house to see what Jesus would do on the Sabbath?  I guess it is possible, but 

one of the pre-requisites of healing for Jesus is that they believed in him.  

This man most likely did believe, and Jesus used him to build upon their 

belief.   

 

But, what I really like about what Jesus does here in this gospel is that he 

turns the tide around on them and points out their own inconsistency 

concerning their own law.  “It is OK to help a beast that has fallen into a 

hole, but not to provide help to a fellow man.”  It’s quite simple really; we 

as man have taken and edited God’s law’s to best suit ourselves in our own 

hypocrisy.  You see, God gave the law to Moses so that man would 

understand and know what God expected from his creation.  He gave us 

rules by which we should live when dealing with other men.  He made 

manifest to us what was righteous in his sight and what wasn’t.   

 

He also gave us rules by which we should conduct ourselves concerning 

God.  Everything else is strictly man made!!  We’ve managed once again to 

make a mess of things, as we have rebelled against the Lord.  Our sin is in 

trying to perfect God’s plan to suit ourselves.  Big Mistake!!!  How can you 

perfect perfection?  We need to humble ourselves before God’s plan for us 

and quit altering everything to fit our own needs and desires.  You see, His 

plan is infinite and lasting, and ours is finite and short lived. 

 

My brethren, everything that is outside of the will of God, is destined to 

wither and die.  Our struggle as Christians is to remain within the will of 

God and to remain focused on doing those things only which are to his glory 

and the edification of his church.  Let us begin and remain faithful in our 

efforts as the Body of Christ, to listen, learn, adhere, and follow the Word of 

God.  Remaining constant and vigilant in assuring that we are always 

fulfilling God’s will in our lives and in the lives of those we come in contact 

with.   

 

God gave us some very basic assignments by which we must live our lives 

in order to gain everlasting life.  He gave us the 10 commandments by which 

he has summarized by saying, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 



thy heart, with all thy soul and with all thy mind, and also that we shall love 

our neighbor as ourselves.”  These are the two greatest commandments of 

which our Lord places the most emphasis.  Are we so weak that we can not 

follow this?   

 

As we move forward throughout the rest of this year and enter into Advent, 

let us make a larger effort to love each other more, thereby showing God 

how much we truly love Him.  Let us be consistent in our corporate worship 

here at Trinity and be glad and joyful in our Savior. Let us make this coming 

Advent season not only a celebration and preparation of Christ’s Incarnation 

and coming to be with us, but also an awakening and new beginning for us 

in our service and dedication to Him in Great Thanksgiving.  Amen!!   


