
 

 

1st Sunday after Trinity (2) 
“Grant us the help of thy grace, that in keeping thy 

commandments we may please thee, both in will and deed.” 
 

Let’s open our prayer books this morning and read today’s Collect together.  

The part that say’s, Grant us the help of thy grace,” is very significant to 

both of today’s proper’s being the Epistle and the Gospel.  And again, the 

Introit say’s, “O Lord my trust is in thy mercy: and my heart is joyful in thy 

salvation: I will sing of the Lord, because he hath dealt so lovingly with 

me.”  If I had to write about the life of Christ, my theme would be based 

upon His love, mercy, forgiveness, and understanding.  Yes, there are 

other qualities which would be listed under these headings, but I think these 

are the nuts and bolts of which Christ calls for his family of believing 

Christians to fall back on.  His love was not given without the essence of 

forgiveness, mercy, and understanding; and likewise his understanding, 

mercy and forgiveness were driven by his unconditional love for us. 

 

My friends, that grace which is referred to in the Collect is the perpetual love 

of God for us.  If you look at Genesis 1:26-27, you will see what I mean.  

What I’m getting at here is that God loved us so much that he made us in his 

own image, whereby we can have and understand what love is and what it 

means to be loved.  With a soul, we are able to feel the love of God within 

us and we are able to testify of the love of God around us.  Without such, we 

would be a mole or cow etc.   

 

Today’s scripture, being the Gospel, Epistle and Collect are all very closely 

linked together with a powerful message of love and what happens when a 

man is without it.  It is a message of the immeasurable love our Lord has for 

us; the love of which we ascend up to him and the love we have for 

ourselves and each other.  

 

There is no escaping the necessity, importance or value of love in our lives.  

God is love, and therefore because our bodies are the temple of God, his 

love lives within us.  From the very beginning of life as newborns, we cling 

to that living love and nurturing of our mother’s do we not?  Dads, we all 

come a little bit later on in the game!  But without that love of our moms’ we 

would all have surely died.  

 



 

 

Let me read for you from 1John 4:20-21.  You see, what God is saying 

here is that for us to say that we love God and not love each other is 

impossible and it makes us a liar.  Because as John says, “Beloved, if God so 

loved us, we ought also to love one another.” John also goes on to say, “If 

we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. It’s 

just as Christ said to Nicodemus, that if he could not even understand earthly 

things, how could he understand heavenly things? So, how can we begin to 

love God whom we can’t see, if we can’t love each other who we can see? 

 

Beloved, there is a whole lot of “finger pointing” going on in this world 

today from all religious and non-religious corners of the world. But the thing 

to remember is that Jesus didn’t come to destroy the world, but to save the 

world from itself with the expression of his love for it and us. So how is it I 

wonder that man can declare so much love and allegiance to the Lord, and 

yet be so defiant, deliberately weak in worship, and express so much  

arrogance for those who do not worship or believe as they do, or as often as 

they do. As Christians this is not what we are commanded to do, and by not 

following the commandment as given, our sinful nature blooms for no one 

but the devil. We are no better than Adam & Eve in the garden, listening and 

obeying the serpent when we fail the Lord. 

 

Today’s gospel, is a perfect example of a man who lacked love and 

compassion for another of God’s beloved children.  You see, the rich man 

pointed his finger at Lazurus; he categorized him, and counted him as 

worthless. We see that the rich man’s reward in death was separation from 

God and his love.  You see without love there can be no God within you, 

because God is love.  Either you have God with Love, or you have yourself 

with separation from God. It is a personal choice for each of us.  

 

Why is it do you think that at every Eucharist the Celebrant recites the 

Collect for Purity, and the Summary of the Law?  The reason is simple: It is 

a prayer of cleansing and preparation of one’s mind and soul for worship. 

The reason is that God is the essence of love and all things must submit unto 

him; His love is life, and his life is the life of all mankind; His love conquers 

all evil, and the wages of sin and the devil have been defeated by his love.  It 

was his love for us as he hung on the cross which kept him there.  The nails 

didn’t keep him there; it was his complete and satisfying love for creation 

that kept him there.  

 



 

 

Remember what my theme consisted of was Love, Mercy, forgiveness and 

understanding.  What would be your key theme factors if you were writing 

about the life of Christ?  Dear brethren, we must remain vigilant in our love 

for others if we are to remain constant in our love for God.  Our Love is a 

measure of our Faith.  How deep is your love? Amen!!  


