
Second Sunday after Trinity 

“A certain man made a great supper, and bade many” 

 
It’s important to back up and understand that in today’s gospel that Jesus is sitting 

in the home of one of the chief Pharisee’s and is teaching them things which are 

necessary for them to understand. Things like humility and mercy for example. 

Here he is for instance sitting in a room full of people who many had alternative 

reasons for inviting him to dinner and what does he do, but immediately heal a 

man of the dropsy on the Sabbath day. This was a complete violation of the Law of 

Moses. Yet he was teaching them that the value of a man was greater than the 

value of an ox, of which they would have no problem saving on the Sabbath day. 

 

And again he puts it to them in a parable about how to humble themselves by not 

always choosing the highest seat of honor, but to place others before himself. He 

was teaching them graciousness, respect or kindness if you will; That it’s more 

profitable for a man to be called forward than to simply claim the highest seat of 

honor as though it was theirs to have. Jesus was the guest of honor, as well he 

should have been, and they were all scrambling to get the seat of honor closest to 

him. As usual, he was pressed on every side. 

 

But today’s gospel speaks about the “great supper and those who were bidden to 

come.”  In v.15, one of those in the room said, “Blessed is he that shall eat bread in 

the kingdom of God.” But you have to understand that the Jews had this 

conventional picture of what would happen when God would finally come and 

when the New Age would arrive. That picture in their head was the Messianic 

Banquet, and the food that they would eat would be Leviathon the great sea 

monster. And remember, the thought was that only Jews would be eating at the 

banquet, because gentiles were sinners and unable to sit at God’s table.  And so 

this is why Jesus came back at them with the parable in today’s gospel. 

 

Before going further however, you’ve got to understand that this is not just a 

parable, but it’s a prophetic saying by Jesus as well, because he is telling them 

what is to come. Jesus is laying out before them the fact that many will be called 

beginning with the Jews, but that they would deny his invitation thereby refusing 

him, and that he would replace them with the gentiles. When his invitation is 

refused, he calls in the people from the streets and lanes which are the tax 

collectors and sinners who welcomed Jesus unlike the Orthodoxy of the nation. 

Those from the road and hedges are the gentiles who God openly invited to fill the 

seats at his supper.  



Although this parable lays out a threat to the Jews who had refused his invitation, 

and puts forth an undreamed of or even unrealized opportunity of glory to the 

sinners and outcasts of the world, there are still certain truths which are within it 

that remain permanent today. In this parable the Jews had excuse after excuse as to 

why they could not come and share in the Lord ’s Supper, but the excuses given 

today do not differ so much as of then. Most excuses are just that, an excuse. 

 

You all heard the excuses given, and so there is no sense in going back over them. 

The bottom line is that to those who gave excuses in this parable, they placed little 

value on sitting and being present with God. They were as you may have heard, “A 

stiff necked people,” whose own desires and will were more important to them 

than God’s desire and will for them. I think it’s important that we remember again 

that Jesus was giving advanced notice of what was to come and the people of the 

Jewish nation could not and would not hear him. They were and would remain 

blinded by their own reason of who and what God was to them, and their 

obedience to the law. 

 

But what are the excuses man makes up today as to why he will not accept the 

invitation of Christ? The excuses made up in His church are of really high tech 

quality in today’s world. I ask myself the question often, “I wonder what man will 

say to God when asked why he attended his supper so infrequently.” What excuse 

will we give to God that will be worthy?  God has called his Christian children in 

all the churches around the world to be faithful and true to his calling, and that we 

are to celebrate his death and Resurrection every week as the Body of Christ in 

unity and substance. Jesus looks for us to be consistent in our faithful obedience to 

his calling, not consistently inconsistent. Most of the churches around the world 

today are lacking attendance because people need to be entertained, and there is so 

much more of that around these days that it has become very easy to wander away 

from the church. You see, the church is not a stage for entertainment, but for 

worship.  

 

God is always consistently faithful in that he continues to beckon us to come and 

be present with him in church every Sunday; to accept his gift of love, the love of 

himself freely given. What else could possibly be more important in this life than 

to share ourselves with him who not only created us, but lives within us and shares 

with us His everlasting life? So, I ask the church of the world today, “What’s your 

excuse this time?” Shouldn’t Christians know by now of what our bounden duty 

and service to Christ is, and that we are called to spend one hour with him per 

week, giving thanks, glory and honor unto him. Shouldn’t all Christians who claim 



to be Christians, be able to cast away all other things for one hour per week to 

spend with Jesus?   Who validated the worlds excuses today I wonder? 

 

I think that all Christians in Christ church should understand that when excuses are 

made to ourselves about why we decide not to attend church services, that Jesus 

isn’t saying to himself “Why?”  He knows why.  Our excuses for not receiving him 

are abundantly clear to him, and we must know and be aware that we disappoint 

him when we reject him. When we reject temptation, the thought of creating an 

excuse for not attending church, we are blessed abundantly for our faithfulness to 

him. Faithfulness is the key word today as it was in antiquity. God has not changed 

in what is important to him; only humanity has changed in what they view as 

important to them.  

 

God bless you all for being here this day in Christ Jesus, 


