
Third Sunday after Trinity (Revised 2020) 
And the Pharisee’s and scribes murmured, saying, “This man 

receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.” Luke 15:1-10 

 
Dear Friends, today’s message from the gospel of St. Luke is focusing on the joy of 

Christ speaking about what it meant to be a true shepherd. You see, Jesus really 

took this title of Shepherd very internally and very seriously, both in his personal 

ministry and those for whom he was grooming for the future of his church. This 

Gospel in Luke is really about Christ speaking about the abiding Joy of being a 

Shepherd and what it meant to be a shepherd. Jesus’ explanation in the parables 

given, show us just how deeply and important a returned fellowship or ownership of 

that which has been lost but found again meant to Him.   

 

The religious leaders being the (Pharisees & Scribes) were shocked by the fact that 

Jesus would actually stoop to speaking and eating with those they deemed to be 

sinners or transgressors of the Law if you will.  But we are reminded that Jesus was 

filled with love and compassion for all those who needed Him so desperately. Those 

Pharisees & scribes weren’t so concerned with the fact that he shared himself with 

sinners, as they were with being able to discredit Him because of it.   

 

Beloved, Jesus was so much greater and larger than the life of  men during His 

ministry on earth, and it is no wonder that His magnetism drew all men unto him. 

When Jesus went somewhere or spoke, people came from all over the area just to be 

close to Him, so they could be comforted by His words, His Compassion for them, 

and His deeds. Jesus gave a sense of worth, belonging and Hope to those who were 

lost and desperate.  His presence provided then as it does now a sense of inner 

security, and the arena to gather together in unity with others who also needed 

guidance and Godly direction. This is what is meant to be a shepherd. Reaching out 

to those in need, those who are looking for that special relationship with what is so 

much greater than themselves. He had already begun to build His church, and was 

bidding many to come to his supper.  

 

Jesus uses the Parables of the “Lost Sheep and the Woman who searches for the 

Lost Coin,” in this gospel, to express His purpose of being a Shepherd who came to 

seek and to save that which was Lost.  He uses these parables because they are 

examples of actual life experiences of the people at that time.  This is why Jesus 

came in the first place, to live as a mortal within a world lost and in need of the Love 

of God. A world hopelessly lost to themselves in its sin and suffering. He came as a 

Shepherd to bring life to a dying world. To be a shepherd meant to suffer life and 

limb (Death if you will), for the sake of (1) lost sheep.     

 

Jesus says in Luke 15:7, “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in Heaven over 

(1) sinner that repenteth,” but the Jews version of that was, “there will be joy in 

heaven over one sinner who is obliterated before God.” You can see the difference, 

right? They were more concerned with the sinner’s destruction than their saving. In 



essence, they were wolves in sheep clothing. In truth, they were still overwhelmed 

with the Law as written.  

 

 Jesus was and remains today our Holy Shepherd and High Priest who gave His life 

for the sake of His flock.  We are examples today in His church of his saving grace. 

Are we all like as a sheep? And if so is that a bad thing? The simple fact of the 

matter is that we are all sheep of His flock. We are all lost, confused in our own state 

of mind, and in many cases without much sense of direction. Christ is our Beacon of 

finding our way home to Him.  

 

 Jesus didn’t come to dwell upon the earth for the simple purpose of giving His life 

for nothing. He came to earth with the sole purpose of giving His life for us, His 

Flock, with the intent of His Resurrection and Ascension back to the Father, thereby 

sending the Holy Spirit to be our Comforter and Protector.  He came to guide and 

direct us so that we would not be an easy target for the devil. You see, He didn’t 

abandon His sheep, He sent His Holy Spirit to continue in our Justification and 

Sanctification unto Himself, so that we might grow closer to Him, and that our 

Salvation might be complete in Him. 

 

What the Jews didn’t understand then was that Jesus didn’t come just for those 

who were doing well in their religious lives, but that his coming was to be a 

“Hospital for the sick and suffering sinners of the world.” He was here as a healer! 

He came to provide a cure or a spiritual vaccine if you will, for all things which are 

debilitating to our spiritual attainment. That cure simply put, was forgiveness of 

sins and life everlasting! He came to provide Atonement for a hopelessly diseased 

and dying world.  

 

 We’re not chosen as Christ elect in His church to just sit back and await our own 

personal glorification upon our entering His Kingdom as some may think.  

Contrary, we are called upon to go out into the fields as laborers and servants in 

God’s service to help others in their search for Life Everlasting.  This means we are 

called to find souls in need of Christ’s saving grace, and bring them into the fold. It 

means we must put ourselves last and others first. Open the door to the hospital and 

bring them in. 

 

Being a Shepherd of and for the Lord entails a lifetime of dedicated commitment to 

His most precious commodity, His Creation.  Let us remember today as an example 

of what it means to be a Shepherd of the Lord, the most beautiful of servants for the 

Lord, (St. Therese of Lisieux,) a Carmelite Nun who lived in France who at her 

death said, “I will spend my heaven doing the Lord’s work on earth.”  Her title of 

course is “Saint,” but she is best known as the “Little Flower.” She died at the age of 

24, on Sept. 30, 1897, but lived her entire life in service to Christ. 

 

“Lord, Teach us how to Live, that we may never be afraid to die.” 

                                         Amen 

 


