
Fourth Sunday after Trinity 2020 / Rom. 8:18 

“I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 

in us.”  

 

In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he’s speaking about the glory of 

adoption into the family of God.  He makes the point that the 

sufferings, concerns, troubles, persecution and all the aspects of a 

worldly life are insignificant to those who live their lives in Christ 

Jesus, when compared with the glory which will soon be revealed 

in each of us who love God.   

Paul then takes the position of where he declares the troubled 

state of the Present World and kind of draws a picture for us in his 

explanation; In Paul’s vision he sees all nature waiting if you will 

for that glory which is to be.  But he’s quick to say that the present 

world, of which we ourselves live in, (All Creation), is in a state of 

bondage, decay and waste.  We can see this is true in many cases 

as we simply look around us and stay abreast of the current events 

going on both at home in our country and around the world. 

Paul is saying that the world we live in is one where what we 

deem as beautiful & wonderful will surely fade away.  That 

basically we live in a dying world, but that it’s a world waiting to 

be liberated or freed from all this bondage & baggage, for that 

hopeful coming of glory.   

Now, Paul’s message sounds as if it’s really filled with 

pessimism, and that our outlook for the future is pretty bleak, but 

it’s really optimistic in its content if you look at it internally.  He’s 

saying that the world is filled with sin, death and decay, and I don’t 

think anyone would disagree with that.  But  he is also saying that 

the glorious day of our Lord’s return, will come with judgment, 

and that out of it would come a brand new world.  That it will be a 

world free of sin, death, disease and decay.   

Paul doesn’t stop there however.  He goes on to touch upon the 

created world and the sufferings of nature due to the sin of Adam.  

Remember, what God said to Adam in Genesis 3:17, “Cursed is 



the ground because of you.”  If you look at this realistically 

concerning the sin of Adam man is guilty of deliberately sinning, 

but nature was involved involuntarily. 

Look, God’s plan isn’t to adopt us into His kingdom with 

glorified bodies just to place us in a sinful, dying, and decaying 

world again.  That is simply just not of His most perfect plan for 

us.  His family is of a brand new and beautifully built world of 

existence.  His new world is as pure as the driven snow, free from 

all sin & guile, filled with love and the presence of God’s own 

personal glory.  We shall spend our eternity, filled with that glory 

as we will then see God clearly. 

I think the lesson we need to grab a hold of here is that we can not 

listen to this world as it try’s to convince us of our hopelessness.  

Our lives and future are not hopeless because we live in this world.  

Rather, we should be living our lives with great hope and eager 

expectation of a wonderful world and life to come.  We shouldn’t 

fear, but welcome that dawning of our glorified bodies with Christ 

Jesus.  Mankind is always afraid of the unknown, but Jesus has 

given us a beautiful book in which he has described what awaits 

those who love him.  He even gives us a testimony of St. John the 

Divine in the book of Revelation describing the essence of Heaven. 

Jesus said that “He would build a place for us, that where he is 

there we may be also.”    I believe the Word of God as truth, and I 

place my faith and hope in the quality of His blessed word. 

1Corinthians 13:10 say’s, “But when that which is perfect is 

come, then that which is in part shall be done away.”  Right 

now we only know Jesus in part.  In our finite minds we can only 

understand Him in small portions.  But when that which is perfect 

is come, (Jesus Christ), we will know and understand in full, and 

we will see the perfect existence of the new world in which He has 

prepared for us. A world filled full of perfect righteousness, and 

the glory of a Celestial existence.     

We should always remember beloved, the depth of our 

Christianity and what it means to be a Christian in Christ.  We are 

saved not because we live in this world, but because we live in 



Christ Jesus and He in us.  As Christians in faith, we not only 

know the consequences of our sin, but we also know the power of 

God’s mercy and love.  Therefore, our lives should be filled with 

all hope; not gloom or despair.  Jesus isn’t looking for a way to 

beat us down because there is no room in the inn, but is filled with 

love and forgiveness; understanding the weaknesses of the world 

and willing to show mercy for those who have spent their lives 

loving and serving Him.    

Don’t we get it yet?  The Christian doesn’t or at least shouldn’t 

wait or spend his life waiting for death, but life; Life that is more 

abundant, and beautiful beyond our wildest imagination.  Just as 

Christ loves each of us, we must love each other.  

I guess Paul was the perfect guy to preach this sort of gospel to the 

Corinthian’s, especially due to the fact that he had been exposed to 

so many, many difficulties in his service to Christ.  He saw his 

sufferings as an offering of himself to the Lord, because he viewed 

Christ’s Cross as a personal offering of himself for him.  He 

viewed his sufferings as small, but bringing him closer to Christ.  

He saw the Glory for which he would receive as so much greater, 

then any kind of personal pain he might suffer in this world.  You 

see, Paul had an absolute heart for Jesus and his church, and in the 

face of adversity he became even bolder in his manor of professing 

it.  

 

(We should always remember that the gospels tell us the story of 

Christ, but Paul tells us how to live for Christ, and what is 

necessary for our salvation in Christ.)  Amen. 

 


