
Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
“And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled 

all the night and have taken noting.” 

 
We’ve all heard and or read of Christ’s meeting with Peter on Lake 

Gennesaret for the first time.  Peter could be a little direct and sometimes 

arrogant in his approach about things, and when Jesus asked him to set his 

boat out for a catch of fish, Peter responded abruptly with discouragement 

over not catching anything all night long.  Why bother going out there now?  

We read that he did however finally yield to Jesus’ request.  Not only Peter’s 

boat, with him and Andrew went out, but also John and James on their boat 

as well.  Both boats began to sink due to the amount of fish they netted.  

Great day on the Lake if you will!!!   
 

Now this lake had three different names.  It was called the Sea of Galilee; 

the Sea of Tiberius; and the Lake of Gennesaret.  This lake was (13 miles 

long and 8 miles wide ;) it also lies 680’ below sea level.  It’s not very 

populous around this area today, but at that time it had 9 different townships 

surrounding it with about 15,000 people in each town.  So, there were about 

135,000 people living in this lake area at this time.  There is a fertile plain 

area on the West sided of the lake, and that is where this story took place, as 

it is call Gennesaret. 

 

Yes, we know that Peter had spent the evening before catching nothing but 

air, and we also know of the miracle that followed after dropping his nets for 

Jesus.  But there is more to this story than that; we now see a turning 

point in the ministry of Jesus.  Remember, the last time we saw Jesus 

preach was in the synagogue before being baptized by John.  Now he is at 

the lakeside, and his pulpit is a small boat.  Peter’s boat if you will.  He’ll be 

back in the synagogue again, but he will soon be shut out of it and his church 

will be the open road and the wilderness.  The truth is, Christ would go 

anywhere to preach, where men would listen to him.   

 

There lies within the story a list of the conditions of a miracle: 

There is the eye that sees: If you study scripture, you will find that many 

scholars  don’t believe that Jesus just created a huge shoal of fish for Peter to 

catch.  Basically, there were huge amounts of fish already in the lake.  What 

Jesus did as he always did was focus his eyes on the Father, and the Father 

gave him knowledge of where the fish were.  Is this perceived as a miracle?  



Why of course!  But many things which take place today, if our eyes were or 

had been fixed on Jesus would be perceived as miracles.  Instead, we simply 

accept them as a matter f fact. 

 

There is in my opinion the spirit that will make an effort:  As arrogant as 

we are told that Peter was, he also possessed a spirit of trust and faith.  

Maybe it was Peter’s strategy to do as Christ said just to shut up his brother 

and friends, but I think Peter was a good judge of “horseflesh” so to speak.  I 

feel Peter looked deep into Christ and saw something very real and special.  

He saw faith, confidence, a sense of calm in the turmoil of things around 

him.  He saw a sense of warmth and sincerity never witnessed before.  He 

felt the spirit of Christ!!   

 

There is also the spirit which will attempt what seems hopeless: (Hopeless 

like winning the lottery) Remember my friends, that the time for fishing was 

at night and Peter was tired after being out all night and catching nothing.  

Even though Peter was the professional fisherman and saw no hope in going 

out on the lake again, he said, “Nevertheless at thy word I will let down the 

net.”  

 

How often is it where we find ourselves needing to take a chance on Christ, 

and find ourselves trusting more on our common sense and judgment rather 

than on Him?  Do any of us regret some of the decisions we have made, 

when in our hearts we knew that we should do things differently?  Maybe it 

was at those times that Jesus was speaking to us but we weren’t yet focused 

on seeing and listening to Him. 

 

Peter was disappointed and discouraged by his failure to catch fish all during 

the night, but was receptive to the words of Christ and found victory over 

himself through Christ.  I would say unto you, that finding victory over 

ourselves through the saving grace of Jesus Christ is what we need to focus 

ourselves on.  Those things which are discouraging, or disappointing, or 

loose canons in or lives can all find that peace which passeth all 

understanding, by simply focusing our eyes and hearts on the presence of 

Christ with faith and belief in Him.   

 

We need to open up and take a chance on Jesus if we expect or hope for any 

kind of miracle in our lives.  Invite Jesus in, speak to him and discuss with 

him your heart felt concerns.   

 



I guess an analogy of what I’m saying is this:  Just as parents give up their 

children to go off and fight wars away from home, and I’ve done this, so 

God sends His children to earth and we fight this war against sin.  As parents 

we love to hear from our children, and to know how their lives are working 

for them.  So God loves to hear from us.  He wants to hear about our needs, 

our pain, and our thankfulness. But, He really wants us to know and listen to 

him.  He also wants us to obey him.  Is this so unreasonable?   

 

Remember today to give great thanks to our God for knowing the hearts of 

his beloved here in America, and for giving us a nation filled with a heart for 

Him.  I certainly believe that the good fortune of our country is due to the 

vision of our people and the sense to know that we are dependent upon God 

for all that we have or ever will have.  Our religious freedoms in this country 

and our preservation to worship God as we wish are unmatched anywhere in 

the world.  As a nation of God, we are bound to espouse the word of God to 

all those around the world who continue to suffer persecution for wishing to 

believe in Jesus Christ as savior and Lord.  Without God as our witness, and 

without the great sacrifices of all our men and woman who have fought for 

the great freedoms for which we so gladly accept, we too could be suffering 

persecution at the hands of evil men.   

 

In 1776, we became a free nation under God, and there are many today who 

want to change that for us.  We must never allow that to happen, and we 

must remember to be fervent in prayer, more so now then ever.  Remember 

this day to pray and give thanks to all of our forefathers who gave and died 

for this great country and all of those who have come and gone and are 

serving still in making sure we remain a country who not only believe but 

are proud to say, “IN God we Trust.”  Amen.              


