
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

“Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of 

the Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 

heaven.” (Matthew 5:20) 

Has our righteousness as Christians yet exceeded that of the 

Pharisee’s?  I think that is a ponderous question to ask of ourselves 

as people of God.    

But, before we go further however, I think we should understand 

that at the time of the ancients, there was no finer standard of 

righteousness in the world than the Pharisaic, with its emphasis on 

personal holiness and social responsibility, even though shrouded 

by all of its hypocrisy. They actually believed they were doing 

what was perfect in the eye of God, by leading the life which they 

did. However, Jesus would have men aspire not to what is socially 

expedient for themselves, but to that righteousness which will be 

perfectly manifest in the kingdom of God. It meant in effect, not 

self serving but of serving and service to others. Christ came to 

serve, not to be served.  

 

So, let’s reflect back a moment on what we know about the 

righteousness of the Pharisees.  I mean is it any wonder why Jesus 

uses the Pharisee’s, & Scribes, as an example of what not to be? 

They were a pretentious, accusing, contemptful and self glorifying 

religious group. They did not worship God, rather they worshipped 

to be seen by others as worshipping God, so that they could be 

worshipped and glorified by people.  They were resentful of others 

who did not or could not live by their legalistic outlook of the law.  

They were also very judgmental to the point of severe punishment 

including death.  They had the power to have you stoned, 

speared, or as we know so well, Crucified. Still today, Christians 

many times prick the hearts of others with their insensitivity and 

crassness, when certainly a soft word or a soft hand would have 

saved a crushed spirit.  We do not kill the body any longer, but we 

damage the spirit of others and this is even more debilitating to our 

Christian brothers and sisters.   



We know that Jesus spoke with enormous authority and when 

he said what he did about the righteousness of the Pharisees and 

scribes concerning heaven, he really must have hit a nerve ending.  

We all know what it is like to have someone tugging on our last 

nerve or getting under our skin if you will.  Well, this is how the 

Pharisees felt about Jesus exposing them to their own ungodly 

methods of worship and inability to get into heaven.   

 

But more startling than Jesus’ accent of authority was the 

standard he now would place before all men.  God says in today’s 

gospel, that not only the man who commits murder is guilty, but 

the man who is angry at his brother is also guilty, and liable for 

judgment.  That truly throws the “Monkey into the Wrench” 

doesn’t it?  That it isn’t only the adulterer who is guilty, but 

someone who entertains the lustful desire in his heart who is also 

guilty of adultery.   

 

Let me ask this question of you all.  How many here have never 

punched anyone in the nose, or at least wanted to?  Or how many 

here though not committing adultery, never gave thought to the 

forbidden fruit?  My dear friends, Jesus taught that it was not 

enough to not commit sin, but rather to not even wish to commit it.   

 

You see, Jesus judges us not only by our deeds, but by our 

unrighteous desires of the heart and mind. By the world’s 

standards, we’re fine as long as we don’t commit something 

wrong.  But the world could care less about what we think or feel, 

as our spiritual existence is of no pertinent value to this worlds 

view point what so ever.  But Jesus definitely places his emphasis 

on our spiritual purity does he not?   

 

Let us look at the immediate emphasis that the church 

understands as what is most important to God in our 

relationship to him.  Our own Collect of Purity states, “Almighty 

God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 



whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts.”   

Hear also what the Summary of the Law say’s, “Thou shalt love 

the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 

all thy mind.”   

 

What all this means dearly beloved, is that we are all in default 

and unable to stand up to God’s judgment of us on our own merit. 

Hence, we are saved through the unconditional love and Saving 

Grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, as our mediator before the Father 

for our sins. Just as God understood the hearts and minds of the 

Pharisees and there purpose for worship whereby they could be 

viewed doing so by others, He too understands the depth and width 

of our purposeful worship. He also see’s right through the sincerity 

or insincerity of our deepest secrets of love, faithfulness, trust, and 

belief.  He knows when we are doing or saying things simply for 

cause & effect purpose, or if we are being righteous in our 

thoughts, speech, actions and deeds. Hence, we have our loving 

Father’s sacrifice and atonement for us upon the cross of Christ.  

Remember what St. Paul say’s in Galatians 2:19-21 (Read 

from Bible).  

Listen to me my dear friends!! When I look at mankind in the 

world today, I see humanity made up of all kinds of different 

passions and reasons for these passions. There seems to be a huge 

passion for doing all kinds of evil to others. But, our ability to 

reason should not be about how we can justify our evil doings, but 

used to put a leash on ourselves to control these passions. The 

leash if you will comes in the form of prayer; Prayer, whereby we 

beseech our Lord to bestow upon us His grace by which we to may 

learn to understand tolerance and forgiveness in the true sense of 

His Love. Let us fervently as the body of His Church seek this 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that he will stand with us in our 

defense against these passions; And let us not be as a herd of wild 

sheep stampeding over a cliff, blinded by our own passions. But, 

let us be as sheep being led by our most wonderful shepherd and 

Savior unto salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!    



 
 

        


