
Seventh Sunday after Trinity 2020 
“For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from 

righteousness.”  (Romans 6:20) 

 

In those days, just as today, there were those groups who loved to 

simply challenge God’s divine grace of forgiveness over sin. This 

wasn’t something which was limited to the Romans however, but 

throughout all the Churches Paul was tending to on his missionary 

journeys. The mobs if you will were basically the hecklers or 

protesters of the church at that time. They were bent on 

discrediting God’s grace of forgiveness based upon the sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ and His atonement for us. They couldn’t grasp the 

essence of the message, and what they couldn’t understand they 

feared.  In their minds, they figured that if God was so loving and 

filled with forgiveness of sin, then why not just go out into the 

world and sin it up; because He was going to forgive all your sins 

anyway. They figured everything would be the same in the end 

anyhow. Remember, their upbringing and understanding of God 

was that of simply being a punisher of mankind for disobedience to 

Him. So they lived in total fear of Him. They couldn’t grasp the 

idea of a loving God, a God who gave His only begotten son to die 

for them as a unblemished Lamb of God, a pure and Holy sacrifice 

for their redemption and salvation through forgiveness of their 

sins. 

But, Paul counters their claim by saying unto them, “Once you 

gave yourselves to sin as it’s slave;” when you did that 

righteousness had no claim over you, because you didn’t really 

know any better. But now you have given yourselves to God as the 

slave of righteousness; and sin has no claim over you.” But 

righteousness does have claim over you, and that righteousness 

shall have final judgment over us all upon our death.   

 

So this is what Paul is putting forth to the Romans in his message;  

He is saying to them, Hey, there was a time when we were all the 

slave of sin or even worst, a master of sin, and that sin had a patent 



on all of us. We all know what the spirit of perdition is all about 

and that is death, which is spiritual death and separation from God. 

Those sinful worldly lusts in this life which mankind is so eager to 

cling to are controlled by the master of death which is the devil. 

But now, we have taken God as our Master and he has exclusive 

possession of us.  Now, righteousness and holiness are our concern 

and this is unto eternal life. Basically said, now we know better!!! 

 

This scripture teaches us that Christians can have no master but 

God.  Simply put, we no longer have any excuses for our failure in 

not accepting God’s gift of redemption and forgiveness of our 

sinful natures. We can’t any longer say that we do not know the 

difference between sin and righteousness, and therefore make the 

claim that to sin is ok because God will just auto forgive all our sin 

anyway. We now know and have been taught that forgiveness 

comes through sincere repentfulness for our sins, and that God is 

faithful to forgive us. We would be very remiss as a people of God 

or not, to assume that we could ever use God’s Grace as an excuse 

to go about sinning in our lives without any form of punishment.  

 

Paul in this Epistle points out to the Romans that they had made a 

conscious decision to obey the teaching they were receiving.  

Anotherwards, they knew what they were getting into & did it of 

their own free will. They at some point had openly declared that 

they accepted the teaching of Christ. Now he is telling them that 

they were to be held accountable as knowing the difference 

between their former lives and their new life in Christ.    

 

As devoted Christians to God and His church, let us never be weak 

in our faith and understanding of the Grace of God in our lives. As 

children of God and heirs to the Kingdom of God, let the Grace of 

God shine within our hearts and souls as a beacon and reminder to 

all. Let us be found worthy in the end to witness the pure 

righteousness of our Holy Father, and found welcome in His sight 

as we enter His Kingdom in His Glory. Amen!   



 

        

 

    


