
Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 

clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 

 
When we hear the word “wolves,” we are not so foolish as to not perk up our 

ears and become alerted to some kind of danger.  I mean as children, we 

were always taught that we needed to watch out for a wolf, because they can 

and would do great harm to you.  And so, the term “wolves” has always 

been used from ancient times until now as something that we need to be 

aware of, whether being used in the literal sense of the animal or as in the 

meaning used here in scripture. 

 

Wolves was the name false rulers and prophets were given throughout 

scripture; Ezekiel say’s in chapter 22, “Her princes in the middle of her 

are like wolves tearing the prey, shedding blood and destroying lives, to 

get dishonest gain.”  As Paul was departing Ephesus, he said to all those 

there, “Fierce wolves will come in among you, Not sparing the flock.”  

And again you will find in Matthew 10, “Jesus said that he was sending 

out his disciples as sheep amongst the wolves.”  Jesus said that the false 

prophets were like wolves in sheep’s clothing.  The picture painted on the 

outside depicted nothing of which lived or existed on the inside.     

 

We have all seen in our lives the fall of many false shepherds or so called 

prophets from grace.  They were those who feasted on others within the 

flock and who served themselves rather than God.  They cared more for their 

own personal gains rather than the nurturing of the Christian faith.  They are 

living, breathing wolves, or vultures if you will tearing at the very souls of 

those to whom they are suppose to take care of.   

 

A false shepherd is really very easy to spot, as he is usually one that is more 

concerned about his personal prestige among the congregation; or try to 

impose his will upon the generosity of his family of believers that this might 

allow him somehow to live a more comfortable or pampered lifestyle at their 

expense.  You see, there is no sacrifice within the false prophet or shepherd 

if you will, and sacrifice is the main ingredient of a true shepherd.   The false 

shepherds  focus is in “Self Interest.”  You see, the wolf cares more about 

his own life, and will devour you to save his own. 

 

 



We have recent time passed witnessed the trial of a typical false prophet who 

used his wealth and position to twist the minds of over 35,000 followers into 

believing that it was right for him to take young innocent children to himself 

as a polygamist, for marriage and more.  These people believed him to be 

the messiah, and believed they would go to hell if they didn’t obey him.  

But, even though it’s very easy to spot the atrocity of such blatant falsehood 

of teaching, it is equally detestable to be lured or poisoned subtlety whereby 

the entire flock is slowly poisoned without notice or suspicion. 

 

As we go through our lives hearing and discerning the teaching we receive, 

we need only to lay it at the foot of the cross in determining what is being 

taught to us; whether it is true doctrinally and scripturally or not.  If what 

you hear is not based upon what is written in scripture, you must not heed to 

it.  For, those things spoken which can not be supported by scripture are 

intended to lead you astray from the truth.  That can be the only purpose.  

 

Jesus Christ, the Word of God, spoke absolute truth concerning how we 

should live our lives for him and what is necessary for us to do in order to 

enter the Kingdom of God.  Living our lives for the will of anyone else, 

thinking we are doing the will of God is absolute rubbish and destined for 

hell fire.  We all know what the truth is, and we know of a truth that the truth 

will set us free. 

 

It is also important to know that wolves in sheep’s clothing are not only 

found in the leadership of the fold, but amongst the fold or flock if you will.  

They imagine false things and spread rumors and falsehoods of ministers in 

charge in order to gain support for themselves.  But, we must not despise, 

but rather teach and show by our actions of love,  that we truly care and wish 

for them to be true members of the flock.  You see, Christ is not willing to 

lose any, and we mustn’t be willing to lose any either.  I guess the Beatles 

said it best in “Give Love a chance.”  However, having said this, it is 

important to recognize the wolf or wolves, and to purge him as chaff from 

the wheat, in order to save that good fruit which grows from the good tree or 

vineyard.        

 

 As your priest, I work hard in making sure that the things I speak of not 

only from this pulpit but openly to you are truthful and honest according to 

what I know and believe to be the truth based upon our Holy Scripture.  

Theologically speaking, there is no right way or wrong way or my way of 



speaking God’s Word.  There is only His way in speaking and teaching his 

word.  

 

I chose this topic today, not only because it is the Gospel of the day, but 

because I am concerned with what is being taught and not taught around the 

world today religiously.  You see so much willingness to doctor the word of 

God in how it is to be understood: by the changing of liturgies for monetary 

and numerical gains; relaxing of doctrine or tradition for what is popular, 

etc., etc.  The beauty of this church is that there have been no changes made.  

It remains faithful to the teaching of our Apostolic Fathers, and faithful to 

the decisions made in our Ecumenical Councils. 

 

We can be thankful for the true faithfulness of our Bishop, and in his ability 

through God to select the right men to assist him in the ministry of true 

shepherding of the flock without worry of wolves being in sheep’s clothing..  

May the Lord be with you all as we press forward in truth and faith to serve 

our Lord. Amen.              


