
Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
“I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, 

I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no more 

worthy to be called thy son.” (Luke 15:11-32) 
 

Is there any wonder why this gospel scripture in Luke is regarded as the 

greatest short story ever written?  You know, under Jewish law, the father 

really wasn’t free to leave his property as he liked.  Deuteronomy 21:15-17 

is very clear on this point, about to whom and how much should be left to 

the first born and others.  It really wasn’t unusual for a father to distribute 

his estate before his death, especially, if he wanted to retire so to speak from 

actually managing all of the affairs.  However, there appears to be a sort of 

hardness in the approach of the younger son to gain that which was his.  The 

father didn’t argue with his son when he said, “Give me now what is mine,” 

but followed his request, knowing that he was going to have to learn the hard 

way.  We know that he took his property and left home at once. 

 

As Christians, we know very well and can relate to this message of the 

prodigal son with experience in our own lives.  We too have found ourselves 

in various positions of struggle based upon our own sense of independence 

and absence from God.  This story tells us how after all the money was 

gone; the young man couldn’t bear up without the support and strength of 

his father.  This is very relevant to our relationship with God is it not?; For 

God is our Father, who loves us unconditionally, even when we turn from 

him in our worldly adventures.  He’s there immediately to receive us with 

open arms, when our hearts are repentful, and our minds are opened up unto 

him.  We see a man who has acknowledged his sin before heaven and his 

father, and who duly hopes to be able to be accepted as a hired slave only.  

Instead, his father receives him with a kiss, a robe, shoes, and a ring.  For 

you see, “he was once dead and is now alive; he was lost but is now found.”  

The robe stands for honor, the ring for authority, and the shoes for a son as 

opposed to a slave. This dearly beloved is who Christ is in the big picture of 

Redemption and Salvation.  He is a forgiving father, not a prejudiced one.  

He does not hold our weaknesses over our head, but offers us total 

forgiveness when we ask him for it.  This is how our Lord will receive us 

when we arrive home to him. 

 

Let’s stop and think through this parable a little and look at it in some depth: 



First of all, it probably shouldn’t be called the “Prodigal Son,” because the 

son really isn’t the real hero in this story.  A better title for this might be the 

parable of the “Loving Father,” because it tells us more about a father’s love 

then it does about a son’s sin.  It tells us about a father who is watching and 

waiting for the return of his beloved son.  And when he came, he forgave 

him without any restrictions.  President Lincoln was once asked the 

question as to how he would treat the Southerners when they were 

finally defeated and his answer was “I will treat them as if they had never 

been away.”  It is the wonder of the love of God that he treats us just like 

that.  

  

But let’s look at the elder brother for a moment; His position against his 

brother makes him stand out as a self righteous Pharisee if you will, who 

would rather see his sinful brother dead than saved.  His attitude depicts 

someone whose obedience to his father was not of a loving service, but some 

kind of grim duty.  He has a lack of sympathy in his heart and if you notice, 

when he speaks to his father about his brother, he doesn’t refer to him as his 

brother, rather as your son. 

 

If I had to choose as to whose sin was greatest between the brothers, I would 

have to say the elder brother was in a worst position than the younger.  The 

reason being that the younger brother though guilty of squandering and 

living a foolish lifestyle, was filled with sorrow, and needful of forgiveness 

from his father.  He recognized the gravity of what he had done and was 

truly repentful and in need of forgiveness.   

 

The elder brother’s sin was that he wished evil upon his brother.  He was 

guilty of violating the 10th commandment of “thou shalt not covet.”  Even 

though he was not guilty of harloting with women, the elder brother was 

intent in bringing him down in the eyes of his father.  This is typical of what 

the evil one does in trying to separate us from God.  He constantly builds 

resentment in man for man and pits us against each other causing 

disharmony so that we might not unite.   

 

Do we forget sometimes what is really important in our lives?  Do we forget 

about our commitments to God the Father, and look for some kind of reward 

before it is due to us?  Is it not our responsibility to serve the Lord with all 

our hearts, minds, and souls throughout our lives in order to gain our 

promised reward?  Is it not also our duty as sons and daughters of the Father 

to feed those who hunger and thirst for His blessed word? We should do as 



the Father will do unto us, which is to invite those who will come with a 

kiss, a robe, a ring, and shoes for their feet as sons and daughters of our 

living Lord.  Invite those who you come in contact with and ask them to 

come to church and spend time reclaiming their right to share in the blessed 

hope of Jesus Christ. Invite them to come home and be with the Father and 

share with us the wonderful opportunity of praising and giving thanks for his 

merciful understanding and Grace.  Dearly beloved, we have so much here 

in this church to offer those to whom God has need of; won’t you take it 

upon yourself to follow the command God has given you when he said, “Go, 

and build My Church!”  Let us all place the worldly disappointments, 

problems, dissatisfactions, complaints, attacks etc. behind that which is most 

important and that is “to be about our Fathers business.”  Amen!!              

 

   

 

      


