
23rd Sunday after Trinity 
“Is it Lawful to give tribute to Caesar or not” 

 
Here we see the Jewish leadership (Pharisees), trying to attack Jesus once again by 

launching a carefully planned and formulated question at him. They don’t ask him 

this question in private, but around others in a crowd hoping that he will discredit 

himself with his answer. Of course the question is, “Is it lawful to give tribute to 

Caesar, or not?” Another wards, is it lawful to give tribute to Rome or not?  

 

We all know what paying taxes is like, and we all equally detest it. But, because 

there were several taxes which the Jews had to pay, they chose this question 

because of the unpopularity of paying the taxes by the people. There were many 

different forms of taxation by the Romans, but then there was the Poll Tax, which 

required every man 14-65 and every woman 12-65 to pay. This poll tax consisted 

of 1 Denarius or about 4 pents, which was a little more than one days pay for most 

people. So you can see how unpopular this whole taxation without representation 

had to be, especially when you were required to pay it to the Roman enemy. It was 

this Denarius (or Pole Tax) tribute money that Jesus was confronted with. So, 

entrapment was the plan of the Pharisees in posing this question to Jesus. 

 

If Jesus would have said it was unlawful to pay the pole tax, he would have been 

arrested immediately but it wasn’t his time to go through all of that yet. If he was 

to say that it was lawful, then he would be totally discredited in the eyes of all the 

Jews who believed in him. The key to all of this is remembering that to the Jews 

there was only one King and that was God himself. The nation at that time was 

built upon a Theocracy and to pay any kind of tribute to an earthly king was to 

mean that they accepted the validity of his kingship and that this would be an insult 

to God. So anyway, they figured they had him no matter which way he answered.  

 

Jesus looks out amongst all these folks and sees a den of vipers and refers to them 

as hypocrites. He shows them no respect, rather He identifies them for what they 

are. Much like what he does to us today, in that he afflicts our conscience when we 

are hypocrites, saying one thing and doing another. I wish I could have seen their 

faces when he responded with, “Give unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s, and unto 

God that which is God’s.”   

 

But how did Jesus come to such a profound answer? The answer is quite simple 

actually, and that is because he never lost sight of the Father, and He only spoke 

those things of which the Father gave Him to speak or say.  Everything he ever 



said or did, he did of the Father. He was able to look so very deep into their hearts 

and minds and read the deceitfulness of their thoughts. I think that even today we 

often forget how God looks into our hearts and minds and often times finds so 

much falseness and deceitfulness working within us. We have learned to live with 

ourselves and our actions have become part of who we are. This is why I often 

preach about staying focused on Christ in our lives; by doing this we remain 

conscious of how we must be revealing ourselves to him.  

 

Jesus knew that his Father could care less about a coin with the picture of Caesar’s 

picture on it, because what God really cared about was what rightly belonged to 

Him.  As I read through the Gospels, I never read about rules or regulations being 

taught by Jesus, rather principles are taught whereby we need to follow in order to 

lead a more Godly life, in order to maintain our citizenship with him. We are 

taught things such as the value of Love in our lives and the importance God places 

upon it. We are taught the things God holds valuable in mankind such as those 

things concerning the Beatitudes. We are literally taught through the mouth of God 

about the truth of which lies within each of us; whereby the things of heaven exist. 

If it were not so, he would not have said these things to us. How much more grace 

can God give to us then to give us his own son to deliver to us the combination to 

the kingdom of heaven. That beloved, is truly over the top. 

 

But when we consider our citizenship with God if you will, we should remember 

that as mortals, we have a dual citizenship here on earth as Christians. We also 

have a duty to be honorable and responsible citizens of our country and cities 

where we live; do we not? We should not be lounging Christians, but involved 

citizens in those things affecting our communities; always putting forth Christian 

values. “I mean, “What would Jesus do?” He was involved in community life; he 

shared Christian values; he built up support for those things which the Father held 

valuable. That too, if we are to walk with him is our responsibility as his 

representatives to do the same. 

 

But the Christian is also and more importantly a citizen of heaven. And as 

Christians our responsibility is to God and his glory. You see, God does not set any 

boundaries on where our duty lies. Another wards, you can’t go beyond this or 

that.  No, he gives us our conscience to go ahead and figure it out for ourselves. I 

think that what God would likely say is that we should be good citizens of the 

country and of the Kingdom of heaven. Basically, we should not fail man or God. 

St. Peter said it best in 1Peter 2:17 when he said, “Fear God, honor the emperor.” 

 

 



God wants our hearts and souls, not our tribute money. He doesn’t care about our 

wealth or poverty, but how rich we are internally in our love for him. Those I dare 

say are the true dividends of this life. There are not enough riches on this earth 

which can impress him, as much as a repentant heart for him.  

 

As citizens of this beautiful land in which we are so very blessed to live, we give 

our support and should be thankful every day of our lives. But, when we are 

thankful, we should be steadfast giving Glory and Honor to God, based upon our 

Great Thanksgiving for the Grace and privilege he has given us. All that we have 

been given comes by Grace, and grace alone. What we have, has been freely given 

to us, but to preserve it we have had to as citizens shed our blood to maintain. This 

is also true of Jesus Christ, being freely given to this world; willingly shedding His 

blood to save that which is most valuable to him, which is all of us. 

 

Beloved, please remember that the Offertory money you give to God here in this 

place, has his inscription on it. It goes towards benefiting the work of his kingdom. 

Amen! 

 

     

 


