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Prayer from the Editor: 

“Grant, O Almighty God, that as Thy blessed Son Jesus Christ at His first advent came to seek and to save 

that which was lost, so at His second and glorious appearing He may find in us the fruits of the redemption 

which He wrought; who liveth and reigneth, with thee and the Holy spirit, one God, world without end. 

Amen. A Manual for Priests, (pg. 257) 

We pray also O Lord for healing and prosperity within our Country, and that all of our Countrymen come together 

in Thee, seeking love, tolerance, forgiveness, and a willingness to find recourse to our differences through peaceful 

discussion and understanding. Deliver us O Lord from a sense of violence towards each other, but instead deliver us 

from Evil. Amen (ESP+) 

 

Rectors Message 

The First Sunday in Advent – Matt 21:1 
“Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 

armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us 

in great humility.” 

 

Today as Christians we begin to prepare ourselves for what is to be a joyful and 

expectant time of our Christian year. The season of Advent however, depicts a 
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Penitential atmosphere whereby we visit our Lord as He prepares to go to the 

cross, as so laid out for us today in the Gospel. And so we find ourselves preparing 

for not only His coming the first time, but His coming the second time as well.  In 

both cases it shall be a time of Expectation, Jubilation and Judgment for all men, 

but a special time of jubilation for those who have found the love of Christ in their 

carnal, mortal, and temporal lives. 

 

Advent is a time for looking backward and forward! We look backward as we 

prepare to celebrate the historical birth of Jesus at Christmas. As you remember 

from scripture, before His birth people were longing for the Messiah to come who 

would restore Israel to her former strength and power. Today, we identify with that 

same ancient longing for restoration if you will, as we await Christ’s coming more 

fully into our lives through his 2nd coming and through His Holy Spirit indwelling.  

 

With that longing for restoration in mind, we can recognize in Advent a time of 

preparation and anticipation. What we celebrate as having happened in the past, 

points to exactly what we anticipate is coming again.  We recognize that Christ 

is born into our lives each day as we open ourselves up to His grace and love. 

These special moments of discovering birth in Christ are times whereby we can 

stand with the shepherds and hear all of the glad tidings being proclaimed. 

Throughout the season of Advent, we find ourselves re-discovering a new birth 

happening over and over again for us, in and thru Christ. Hence, we are born again 

(if you will) through this celebration of His birth.  

 

In Advent, we also look forward to the culmination of Christ’s kingdom. He will 

then return in glory to fulfill the promises of wholeness as all of His creation is 

responding to His healing and presence. Through the Holy Spirit, we are already 

experiencing this New Age of prophecy, and this we also celebrate.  

 

In last week’s Collect, we heard the words, “Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the 

wills of thy faithful people.”  The words “Stir up,” means to excite! It means for us 

to allow our spirit’s to become excited and jubilant over the aspect of Christ’s 

coming. To become excited over what the Lord has promised and delivered to us in 

the glorious giving of His son Jesus Christ to the world. We should be 

remembering the words of Blessed John the Baptist at this time of the year, when 

he says, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.” John knew the 

excitement which he felt over the coming of the Lord, and his concern was in 

exciting everyone else around him. We too should be very excited and expectant, 

and observant as we prepare our souls, minds and bodies for the great celebration 

of our Redeemer and Savior. 



Just as Christ was born into this world in all humility, so He lived His life as a 

humble servant of God the Father, died upon the cross in all humility and ascended 

into heaven in all glory, power, and majesty. Here is where He awaits our coming 

home, to be held in great celebration as well.  

 

As we put away the green colors of Trinity season (meaning life), we put on the 

colors of purple representing the penitential season of our worship within the 

church. Although Advent is a penitential season, it is not as though it is a sorrowful 

season as is Lent.  Advent is a time of joyful remembrance and celebration, and a 

period of giving great thanksgiving to God for all that He has given us. We 

remember the visions of Bethlehem and the Angels singing. We think about the 

thoughts of the shepherds as they made their way in search of the King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords at the manger. We remember the star which led the way and 

ultimately marked the spot of our Lord’s birthplace. The entire Heavenly Realm 

sang in praise and glory over the coming of the Lord. Should we not express our 

joy and happiness over such a glorious event such as this? Of course we should, 

how can we help ourselves? 

 

Throughout this Advent season we should try to put away the worldly ways of our 

outside existence, and thus spend more time searching out the spiritual and inner 

self as we communicate with the Father during this time of penitence. We should 

not only be remembering the birth of our Lord, but also His life and ministry of 

teaching, praying, forgiveness, forbearance and long suffering, love and examples 

of Godly living.  What better gift could we as the “Body of Christ,” give to Him as 

a birthday gift than to give Him obedience, respect and complete love?  

 

This Advent season beloved, let us not dwell on those things we seek for ourselves 

from God, but give great thanks to God for those things already received and given 

freely to us by God. Let us continue in that personal Inventory I often speak of, so 

that we might determine what gifts of ourselves we might give back to God as a 

token of our Love and appreciation.  

 

All those of you here today, give great Glory to God the Father and to His beloved 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Spread the Good News about the coming of Jesus and 

invite others to come and join the celebration. Remember, “Advent says Jesus in 

Near, and Christmas says Jesus is here.” Won’t you give Him a big welcome?? 

Amen 
 

 
 

 



Things going on in the Church & not 
 

*Welcome to Trinity: I would like to welcome Mr. Brandon Farrell and family to Trinity. Some 

of you may not know, but we will be Baptizing Brandon, his 9 year old son, and 2 year old 

daughter at the same time on Sunday, the 3rd Sunday in Advent, Dec. 13th at the 10:15 AM 

service. If you can, please do try to make this service.  

 

Monthly Church Dinner: These great times of sharing and fellowship are also on the back 

burner at this time. When things start getting better, numbers of those sick reduce greatly, 

perhaps we can find a venue large enough whereby we can safely share in the breaking of bread 

together.  

 

*Food Pantry: Dear family of Trinity, our support for this food delivery for those in need is 

going powerfully strong. I do believe that the Lord is working within this church and supporting 

us in our efforts to help others. Continue and be strengthened by Jesus to fulfill the good works 

He has given us to do.  

 

*Outside Temp:  As we can all see, we are definitely approaching our winter season. Please do 

have your furnaces checked for proper operation, making sure your thermostats are working 

properly as well. Also make sure of changing out your oil from hot weather oil to cold weather 

oil in your vehicles. Don’t forget to open up your cabinets beneath faucets and plumbing when 

the temps get down to freezing. Don’t want to start blowing water lines etc. God Bless you all as 

we get started into the season.  

 

Don’t forget that our Church Vestry meets on the 2nd Sunday of every month in the Vesting 

room. Remember, anyone wishing to attend a meeting is welcome to do so. If you want to bring 

something to the table, you must let the Rector know beforehand so that he can get you in on the 

agenda. If you just want to sit and listen, you are welcome to do so, and you may enter an 

opinion, but not vote on any matter discussed. Visitors are always welcome and encouraged to 

attend. ESP+  

 

Our Parish Development Committee, also meets on Tuesday’s following the 2nd Sunday of 

each month. Meeting begins at 6:30 PM and usually done by 7:30 PM.  This group of faithful is 

a great joy to work with  .  

 

Toys for Tots: We are once again supporting our community children by collecting toys of all 

sorts for them Christmas. Remember, these are new toys in their own packages and unwrapped. 

Simply drop off into Toys for Tots box in the parish hall. I will send over to Fire Department so 

that they can make delivery. God Bless everyone for helping these Tots have a wonderful 

Christmas morning. 

 

Tree of Warmth: We are again supporting those in the mountains of Kyle, South Dakota, better 

known as the Sun Star Mission Church, Lacota Indian Reservation. Once again we have lots of 

knitted scarves, hats, gloves etc in the parish hall, but we are always looking for more. Please 

find some time to bring in warm gloves or jackets for these people in dire need. The tree is not 



up this year, so place all you bring in on the table with the rest of what has arrived. We will sort 

and box everything up. 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries for month of December 
      

Birthday’s in December                Anniversaries in November 

No Birthdays this month       No Anniversaries this month 

             

 Happy Birthday & Anniversary Prayer for us all+ 
 

Please Lord, give us all the good sense to cherish every year of our lives so that we may better 

come to a deeper love and understanding of you. Let us always remember that our time here on 

earth is to be spent in devoting ourselves to your absolute service. That your purpose for each of 

us is sacred, and that we should remain thankful for each breath we take. And, we are always so 

grateful Lord for bringing us together with our loved ones in which we spend and share our lives 

together in honor and glory unto Thee. Help us Lord to learn how to show you our Love more, 

and more as we grow older in our years. 

(Forgive me if I have overlooked anyone)  
       

Intercessory Prayers 

While we pray throughout the week, let us always remember to pray for all those on our Church 

Intercessory and for all other Christian Church Prayer Intercessory’s throughout the church 

seasons.  

 

Pray for all those of this place: Remembering today,+ Strawn, + Garcia, Laura, Debra & Ed, 

Deb, Elmer, Arnold, Charlotte, Ross, Peter, Doug, Larry, Eleanor, Lura Lu, Dn. James, 

Margaret, Herb, Kelly.  

 

Pray also for all of our family, friends and others:  Remembering:  Josh Angie, Camden, 

Ryan, Kacy, Kaden, Dn. Thad, Greg, Chris & Val, Tony, Blake, Patty, Maura, Linda, Bonnie, 

Anthony, Jaime, Allison, Steve, Shawn, Bill & Pearl, Nancy. 

 

Special Intentions: Pray at this time for our country, that it may return to good health and 

prosperity for all Americans. That it may return in fullness to the precepts of Godliness and 

worship of God our Father in this country. Let us pray, that we as a nation can once again 

acclaim “In God We Trust,” and be proud of it and unafraid.  

 

For your information, 

From the Rector 

 

A very dear friend of mine, Fr. Thad Osborne, came about this Church Calendar while shopping 

around and bought it for me. I have kept it all these years and it has given me much great 

understanding of many of our Church services throughout the Church year. I have decided to 

share it with you in the hope that you too may find some intriguing information within the pages. 

As you can see the date of this calendar goes from Advent of 1927 through Advent of 1928. I 

will be posting these out to you periodically both in newsletters and by global e-mail. I hope you 

all enjoy, and wish you a very wonderful Advent and Merry Christmas. See Calendar below 

 



   Music at Trinity, November 2020 

 

     November is a month of great richness in our liturgical calendar.  The celebrations of All Saints Day, 

Thanksgiving Day, and the Sunday before Advent, all serve as a fitting conclusion to the church year, as 

well as lending variety and focus to our worship.  This year we also begin our Advent season on the final 

Sunday of the month, and more will be said about our Advent music in next month’s column. 

     The music for these November celebrations both emphasizes and comments upon the particular 

message of the day, and the texts and tunes are some of the finest and most well known in our Anglican 

tradition.  How many of us have experienced the uplifting words of Bishop Walsham How’s “For All the 

Saints”, sung to the stirring Sine Nomine tune of British composer Ralph Vaughan Williams!  The 

composer wrote his great tune specifically for this text, and to be included in The English Hymnal of 

1906, for which Vaughan Williams served as editor.  Incidentally, the composer wanted to remove many 

of the overly-sentimental Victorian hymns for this new hymnal, but ended up relegating them to an 

appendix he named the “chamber of horrors”!  Also sung on All Saints this year is the familiar “Ye Holy 

Angels Bright”, and the magisterial “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”, the latter also being composed for 

the aforementioned English Hymnal, and with a text that is a veritable survey of the nine-fold order of 

angels.   

     The celebration on Thanksgiving Eve provides yet more opportunity to experience the “beauty of 

holiness” at Trinity Church.  The hymn “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” analogizes the autumn 

harvest with the gathering of God’s people at the end of time, with reference to St. Mark 4: 26-9, and St. 

Matthew 13: 24-30.  The composer George Elvey named his tune St. George’s Windsor after the royal 

chapel where Elvey served as music director for many years.  Although the Reformation-era hymn “Now 

Thank We All Our God” is not particular to an American Thanksgiving service, it seems to gain greater 

meaning when sung as a final hymn at that liturgy, as we will do.  Martin Rinckhart’s words are an 

example of perseverance amidst adversity: he penned this inspiring text during the Thirty Years War in 

the seventeenth century, and after his village had been sacked three times by invading forces.  In spite of 

this disaster, Rinckhart turns to God in thanks and praise for his deliverance.  Finally, on Thanksgiving 

Eve be sure to listen for this hymn’s great Reformation tune as the basis of the organ postlude by Bach, in 

an arrangement by the American concert organist Virgil Fox; a great twentieth-century virtuoso paying 

tribute to the greatest organist of the eighteenth-century! 

     All are warmly invited to partake of this harvest of liturgical riches at Trinity Anglican Church, and to 

join us as we move into Advent and Christmas. 
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Music at Trinity: Advent and Christmas 

 

     The seasons of Advent and Christmastide are times of particular richness in our Anglican 

liturgical and music traditions.  The Advent themes of watchfulness and expectation find their 

fulfillment in the Nativity story of the Incarnation, with all its diverse components.  The joyous 

proclamation of the angels, the stillness of the holy night, and the adoration of the shepherds at 

the crèche are all part of the familiar story, in which we are invited to participate, “O come, let us 

adore Him”. 

     Although the narration is well known, our tradition lets us focus on the individual parts as 

they unfold throughout the entire Christmas season, and not just on Christmas Eve, which leads 

to a greater understanding of the deeper message.  Musically, while the commercial world may 

be hearing the familiar carols starting before Thanksgiving (although these days the onslaught 

seems to begin at some point around Labor Day!), our Christmas celebration begins on 

December 24th.  This being the case, what do we sing in Advent? 

     The dual nature of Advent (the coming birth of Christ, and His return at the end of time) is 

proclaimed in our Advent hymns.  “Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding” and “On Jordan’s bank 

the Baptist’s cry” call upon the worshipper to prepare for Christ’s birth, and to prepare a place in 

one’s heart to receive Him.  Charles Wesley’s hymn “Lo, He comes with clouds descending” 

foretells the Second Advent, with its many references to imagery from the book of Revelation.  

The words are stern, and serve as a reminder to get one’s spiritual house in order before 

receiving the Saviour.  What a wonderful and meaningful alternative to the sentimentality of 

much popular Christmas music, and so appropriate as a true preparation for the joy of Christmas! 

     The Nativity itself is celebrated with various emphases, all appropriate to the moment.  The 

hymns of Christmas Eve speak of the nighttime announcement of the angels, and of the 

miraculous birth itself: “It came upon a midnight clear”, “While shepherds watched their flocks 

by night”, “O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie”, and “Hark! the herald angels 

sing (it seems that herald angels, like herald trumpets, are there to directly proclaim).  This latter 

carol, also by Charles Wesley, was written for his Hymns and Sacred Poems of 1739, and was 

later joined to music of Felix Mendelssohn, music originally composed for a text in celebration 

of Gutenberg’s invention of movable type!  Perhaps the most beloved carol, the Austrian “Silent 

Night”, was written in great haste on Christmas Eve of 1818, a collaboration between priest 

Joseph Mohr and his organist Franz Grueber.  The church’s organ had broken down, and a hymn 

was needed that had the feel of an Austrian folksong, and that could be accompanied by two 

guitars.  Necessity in this case was not only the mother of invention, but the creator of a 

miniature masterpiece.  Christmas Day focuses on the joy of the Incarnation, so it is fitting that 

we sing “Good Christian men, rejoice”, with its refrain “Christ is born today!”  “The First 

Nowell” is a compact summary of the Nativity events from Christmas Eve right through to the 

Epiphany visit of the Wise Men, and Christina Rossetti’s “In the bleak midwinter” evokes a 

message of warmth in the midst of winter’s cold, and is sung to Gustav Holst’s soothing and 

poignant music. 

     Advent expectation, Christmas Eve contemplation, and Christmas Day exuberance are all 

brought forth in our hymns and choral music for the season. Not to be left out are the organ 

works that bring further emphasis, with many pieces being based on Latin Advent and Christmas 

plainchant and the great Reformation-era hymns. 

      
Director of Music, Dr. Steven McDonald 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


