
First Sunday in Advent 
“Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest” 

 

I don’t know why I never thought of this gospel scripture as the Alpha and 

Omega before, but when I sat down to pencil my sermon on Saturday it simply 

revealed itself to me. Here we are in the 1st Sunday of Advent, whereby Christ has 

not even been born, but yet we are being shown not discussing yet about Mary & 

Joseph, but the beginning of the end of Christ’s life here on earth. We are 

beginning Advent with the events of Jesus entering the city of Jerusalem, fulfilling 

the prophecy of Zeckariah 9:9-10. I will read this passage for you. It is in the first 

two chapters of Matthew that we actually read somewhat of the birth of Christ, but 

then move on with the arrival of John the Baptist and Jesus’ baptism. Here, we are 

looking at Palm Sunday events, on the 1st Sunday in Advent, and the Jews 

spreading palm branches before Christ as He enters the Holy City. So it is a fast 

forward from Matthew 1-2 (birth of Christ,) to a Lenten scenario of scripture. “The 

beginning & the end.” 

 So this Gospel is moving us in a certain inevitableness toward the climax of 

Calvary. The description is objective, yet tense with urgency. We don’t  know 

what actually compelled Jesus to go to Jerusalem at this particular time, except that 

He might have decided on some kind of last plea to the people and the rulers to 

enter into the New Way. It does however seem clear that He knew that it would 

probably be a last plea for Him. 

 So yes, Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem really was the 1st Palm 

Sunday if you will. We have jumped way beyond Mary & Joseph’s journey to 

Bethlehem. There are three main interpretations of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. 

1st: That Jesus intended His entry as a messianic proclamation: at first He had His 

Messiaship, then pledged His disciples to secrecy concerning it, but now He allows 

His followers to honor it, and then before Pilot He would avow or proclaim it. 

A 2nd Interpretation: holds that His followers, despite Jesus, were out there 

proclaiming openly His Messiahship.  

And the 3rd interpretation would be that the procession took plkace on the Feast of 

the Tabernacles, and all the followers of Jesus were all so filled with excitement 

over Him, that they honored Him as a prophet who might bring in the expected 

reign of God. Any of the tree views could be right, and probably all three had some 

part in what took place on that day. But it is clear that all that did take place didn’t 

represent a big mass movement of sorts. There was a lot of indifference as to what 

was taking place. That is to say that many people were more interested I n the price 

of wheat and of the Roman occupation. In Luke 19:44, it say’s, “They knew not 

the time of God’s visitation.”  



 

  

 

 


