
3rd Sunday in Advent (1 Corinthians 4:1-5) 
(Let a man so account of us as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of 

the mysteries of God.) 

 

What Paul is saying here to the Corinthians is that they should not be 

thinking of Apollos, or Cephas or himself as leaders of some sort of 

party, but to hear and see them all as simply servants of Christ. They all 

found or became followers of different men, all of which were preaching 

the same things. You see, Paul sees himself and the other preachers as 

just that, Stewards of the secrets which God desires to reveal to the 

people. The description or job duties of a Steward lie within the charge 

of the whole administration if you will of the house or estate; he 

controlled the staff; he issued the supplies; but no matter how much he 

controlled, he himself was still a slave where the master was concerned. 

The same holds true to a man’s position in the church, because whatever 

position he might hold, or power he might have, or prestige he may think 

he has, he still remains a servant of Jesus Christ.   

 

In this Epistle, Paul goes on about Judgment and where it stands with 

him. The one thing about anyone who is the servant of the Lord is that 

they must be reliable. Any servant whether it’s someone who has a 

earthly master, or someone who serves the Lord in a specific manner 

must be dependable. The Corinthians with their different sects and their 

desires for different leaders of the church, have actually made judgments 

on who these leaders were, preferring one to the other. But, Paul sort of 

lays out the details of three judgments that every man must face up to in 

their lives; 

 

1st: Paul say’s that every man must face the judgment of his fellow men, 

but he also says that the judgment of others on him means nothing to 

him; the reason being that Paul was focused on his judgment being on 

the Day of the Lord. But Paul goes on to say that man can’t just 

disregard the judgment of his fellow man. I say this because even though 

many times there are some radical misjudgments of others, sometimes 

those judgments might be right. The reason this is so, is because man 



simply and instinctively looks for & admires the basic qualities of honor, 

honesty, reliability, generosity, sacrifice and love. Sometimes one or 

more of these things might be lacking, and others are quick to criticize. 

Remember, people look for the lovely things about others, but if they are 

unable to see what they want then immediate judgment takes its course. 

An example would be that one priest may show or exhibit great 

generosity towards others, but lacking somewhat in reliability. Those 

who may be focused more on reliability may prefer the man who is more 

generous. Another priest may speak more or act more with a sense of 

love  

but really isn’t very honorable in his dealings but more direct in 

achieving his goals. The truth is, no man can be everything to all people 

ever. But everyman can be all things unto the Lord, by being a faithful 

servant to him, and by doing his or her very best at following His 

commandments of life. 

 

2nd: The second judgment that Paul speaks about is that every man or 

woman must face the judgment of themselves. Paul once again however 

disregards this judgment. He knew that every persons judgment of 

himself can and could be clouded by this sense of self satisfaction, by 

pride and conceit. But the fact is that every man must face a real sense of 

his or her own judgment. One of the basic Greek ethical laws was, 

“Man, know thyself.” In my judgment this is a true statement and 

worthy of discernment, but I would disagree with its position in life. It is 

more important for one to know Christ and the position He has in our 

life, before one can truly know himself. Coming to Christ is the 

foundation of our life and onc can not know himself before knowing 

who Christ is in his life.  

 

3rd: The last and most important of these judgments is that of God, and 

this is the only true and real judgment. God is the final judgment for two 

reasons. (a) Only God knows all the circumstances of a persons life; He 

knows and understands all the struggles of life that have been dealt to 

each of us; He knows all the hidden secrets all men conceal within; He 

knows what every man has sunk to in life and where each has climbed to 



as well. You see, man only sees the deeds of his own life and others, but 

our God sees the intention of those deeds. The fact is, that many things 

which look to be noble that are done by others or ourselves, are really 

done with selfish or ignoble motives; and many deeds done which look 

to be very base may have been done with the highest motives. Only God 

knows all the motives of the heart. Only He can judge truth from 

falsehood.  

 

It would be well with us dear friends I think if we remembered two 

things; that is even if we were to escape all judgments of others we 

cannot escape the judgment of God; and second, that is, judgment 

belongs to God and we would be better off to not to be judging anyone. 

Amen 


