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Prayer from the Editor: 

“Grant, O Almighty God, that as Thy blessed Son Jesus Christ at His first advent came to seek and to save 

that which was lost, so at His second and glorious appearing He may find in us the fruits of the redemption 

which He wrought; who liveth and reigneth, with thee and the Holy spirit, one God, world without end. 

Amen. A Manual for Priests, (pg. 257) 

We pray also O Lord for healing and prosperity within our Country, and that all of our Countrymen come together 

in Thee, seeking love, tolerance, forgiveness, and a willingness to find recourse to our differences through peaceful 

discussion and understanding. Deliver us O Lord from a sense of violence towards each other, but instead deliver us 

from Evil. Amen (ESP+) 

 

Rectors Message 

The Epiphany  
“O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest Thy only-begotten Son to the gentiles; 

Mercifully grant that we, who know Thee now by faith, may after this life have the fruition of 

Thy glorious Godhead; through the same the Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 

So now we have entered into, having completed the Joyful Mystery of our Lords 

Incarnation, His Manifestation to the Gentiles at the coming of the Three Kings or 

Wisemen if you will. Just as have witnessed with our hearts this period of joy and 

glory throughout Advent, we begin to look ahead as we start to enter into the 
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Gesima season of our faith. We are now beginning to close in on the suffering of 

Christ, meaning the whole purpose of Christ’s coming in the first place.  This is a 

period of time in which we should be in contemplation, meditation, penitence and 

sorrow in search of forgiveness.  But this isn’t a period of time that we decide to 

just set aside for a special cause, this is exactly how we should be conducting 

ourselves as Christians throughout the entire year long. This isn’t just a Lenten 

observance of who we are in Christ, as if we only connect with Christ every year at 

the same time only. Were supposed to be walking, serving and glorifying Him each 

and every day of our Christian lives.  

Let us always remain mindful & thankful for the Grace of God in our lives; as He 

walks with us daily, guiding, directing, blessing and keeping us all safe from 

ourselves and the evil which lies all around us.  
God be with you and in you always 

 

Things going on in the Church & not 
 

Annual Parish Meeting: This past year and even now at this time has been unparalleled in how 

strange and difficult it has been for everyone. And now we have or are going through a parish 

meeting by email. Go figure. Nothing feels the same anymore, except how we feel about God’s 

Church. We love this place and that will not change. By tomorrow, I will be sending out all the 

documents pertaining to our meeting, and hope that everyone who has email will receive it. If 

you have any questions concerning anything, please do contact the senior warden or myself and 

we will try and get an answer for you. There will also be some printed copies in the office and 

some that are mailed out to those who can not come to the church.   

 

Monthly Church Dinner: These great times of sharing and fellowship are also on the back 

burner at this time. When things start getting better, numbers of those sick reduce greatly, 

perhaps we can find a venue large enough whereby we can safely share in the breaking of bread 

together.  

 

*Food Pantry: We delivered another great load of food and clothing to those in need on Jan. 14, 

2021. The amount of food brought in was very generous and many thanks go out to all those who 

were able to donate this month. Clothing is always necessary, because the children need to have 

clothes whereby they can attend school not wearing the same things over and over again.  

 

*Outside Temp:  As we can all see, we are definitely approaching our winter season. Please do 

have your furnaces checked for proper operation, making sure your thermostats are working 

properly as well. Also make sure of changing out your oil from hot weather oil to cold weather 

oil in your vehicles. Don’t forget to open up your cabinets beneath faucets and plumbing when 

the temps get down to freezing. Don’t want to start blowing water lines etc. God Bless you all as 

we get started into the season.  

 

Our Parish Development Committee, also meets on Tuesday’s following the 2nd Sunday of 

each month. Meeting begins at 6:30 PM and usually done by 7:30 PM.  This group of faithful is 



a great joy to work with. Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 16, providing 

weather allows.   .  

 

Toys for Tots: Instead of waiting until Christmas to start preparing for Toys or Tots, I would 

suggest picking up little things for the children throughout the year. We can store all these in our 

shed.  

 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries for month of December 
      

Birthday’s in December                Anniversaries in November 

Jamie Thomson, 02/07       Ron & Sue Anne Furrer, 02/02 

Douglas Basham, 02/13        

Harris Mgbike, 02/13 

Kelly Ogle, 02/18  

                    

 Happy Birthday & Anniversary Prayer for us all+ 
 

Please Lord, give us all the good sense to cherish every year of our lives so that we may better 

come to a deeper love and understanding of you. Let us always remember that our time here on 

earth is to be spent in devoting ourselves to your absolute service. That your purpose for each of 

us is sacred, and that we should remain thankful for each breath we take. And, we are always so 

grateful Lord for bringing us together with our loved ones in which we spend and share our lives 

together in honor and glory unto Thee. Help us Lord to learn how to show you our Love more, 

and more as we grow older in our years. 

(Forgive me if I have overlooked anyone)  
       

Intercessory Prayers 
While we pray throughout the week, let us always remember to pray for all those on our Church 

Intercessory and for all other Christian Church Prayer Intercessory’s throughout the church 

seasons.  

 

Pray for all those of this place: Remembering today,+ Strawn, + Garcia, Laura, Debra & Ed, 

Deb, Elmer & Barbara, Arnold & Yvonne,  Charlotte, Ross, Peter, Doug, Larry, Eleanor, Lura 

Lu, Dn. James, Margaret, Herb, Jane.  

 

Pray also for all of our family, friends and others:  Remembering: Ryan, Kacy, Kaden, Dn. 

Thad, Greg, Chris & Val, Bonnie, Anthony, Bill & Pearl, Nancy, Carroll, Emily & unborn child. 

Heaher & NB child Lucy, Fr. Greg Miller. 

 

Special Intentions: Pray for the return to good health and recovery from Covid and other 

physical problems for Rev. Greg Miller, Rector, St. Matthew’s Church, NC.  

 

 

 
 

 



Music at Trinity, February 2021 
 

     Just as Epiphany is the culmination of the 12 days of Christmas and yet also begins its own 

season, the ending of the Epiphany season also ushers in a transition of its own as well. The so-

called Pre-Lenten season consists of the three Sundays before Ash Wednesday, and serves as a 

way to transition out of the Christmas/Epiphany focus and move into a Lent/Easter mindset. 

Each Sunday marks the progress toward Easter, being respectively 70, 60, and 50 days prior to 

our Easter celebration, and this serves as a fitting preparation for the spiritual disciplines of Lent. 

Many churches have discarded this mini-season, the argument being that since Lent is already a 

preparation for Easter, we don’t need another one as a “preparation for a preparation”, as it were. 

But how mistaken this is! A healthy observation of Lent involves many types of disciplines, both 

of body and spirit, all of which are well served by a period of focus and preparation, and our Pre-

Lenten season provides exactly that. The readings and hymns all serve to make a smooth 

transition in our worship from the extrovert joy of Epiphany to the solemn rigors of a holy Lent. 

Perhaps the Oxford Movement priest Edward Pusey summed this up most succinctly when he 

named these three Sundays as being “the vestibule of Lent”. 

      The foundational themes of faith, hope and love are the traditional emphases on these 

Sundays, and the actual names given to each Sunday in succession, namely Septuagesima, 

Sexagesima and Quinquagesima, reflect their focus on Lent and Easter with a sense of 

preparation and arrival.  The official Epiphany season was concluded by singing the hymn 

“Alleluia, song of gladness” on the third Sunday after Epiphany (only three Epiphany Sundays 

this year; a very short season!) which we just observed. This great medieval text was translated 

in the nineteenth century by the Anglican priest and scholar John Mason Neale, and its words 

speak of the eternal city of Jerusalem, and the perpetual joy of singing “Alleluia”, both within its 

walls and in anticipation of its return to earth in heavenly form.  In the midst of this exaltation, 

however, it also refers to us as “mourning exiles” who “for a time give o’er”, an elegant analogy 

of our entering into the Lenten season   In four powerful stanzas we are brought from the 

extrovert beauty of the Christmas/Epiphany season into a final preparation for Lent; in essence, 

our focus is redirected in a manner both elegant and simple, a kind of brief synopsis of the entire 

Pre-Lent season.   

     Our annual observance of the Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday (17 February this 

year), with its emphasis on repentance and contrition in the face of human sin.  The season being 

one of discipline, restraint and self-examination, exuberant music is out of place (we’ll have to 

wait until Easter for that!), so the organ music and the manner of hymn playing will reflect this.  

The postludes, for example, will be chorales (hymns of the Lutheran church; we sing many of 

these during the year) that relate to the day’s theme, rather than more elaborate concert works.  

These will serve to conclude each service with beauty and definition, but without any sense of 

extrovert celebration, which would be out of place in the Lenten observance.  However, this 

music does indeed provide the worshipper with that most appropriate sense of “solemn joy” 

 

 

Dr. Steven McDonald 
 

 

 

 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


