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Prayer from the Editor: 

“Grant, O Almighty God, that as Thy blessed Son Jesus Christ at His first advent came to seek and to save 

that which was lost, so at His second and glorious appearing He may find in us the fruits of the redemption 

which He wrought; who liveth and reigneth, with thee and the Holy spirit, one God, world without end. 

Amen. A Manual for Priests, (pg. 257) 

We pray also O Lord for healing and prosperity within our Country, and that all of our Countrymen come together 

in Thee, seeking love, tolerance, forgiveness, and a willingness to find recourse to our differences through peaceful 

discussion and understanding. Deliver us O Lord from a sense of violence towards each other, but instead deliver us 

from Evil. Amen (ESP+) 

 

Rectors Message 

Our Whitsuntide Experience for and with Christ Jesus Our Lord + 
“O God, who as at this time didst teach the hearts of thy faithful people, by sending them the 

light of the Holy spirit; Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and 

evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our Savior, who liveth 

and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end, Amen. 
                                                                                   Whitsunday Collect, Book of Common Prayer, 1928 

 
My dear parish of faithful believers, 

I write this to you all today because my heart is filled with the sadness of all that we have had to 

go through during the past year. We have all witnessed the fear of sickness and felt the terror and 

anxiety of falling victim to this terrible disease which has befallen all of us. We have all worried 
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ourselves sick with the worry for our children, families, and all those of whom we care about. 

But it goes beyond that even as we find ourselves so deeply concerned with all those of whom 

we don’t even know personally. Our hearts speak to us of all those who have suffered so greatly 

and felt so deeply the loss of their loved ones due to this pandemic. Maybe we ask ourselves why 

we feel this way; and I would say most assuredly that it is the love of Christ which awakens us. It 

is the Holy Spirit who ignites us with a sense of compassion for our fellow man.  

But here we are now beginning to revive from the horrors of this past year. There is a sparkle of 

joy beginning to become visible in the eyes of people around us. We too feel that spark. We’re 

beginning to get back onto our feet. Many who have been absent from their in person church life 

are beginning to return to their churches, for worship and for the need to just be present in God’s 

House. There is really nothing like receiving the Holy Eucharist in the Sacrament of the Mass. 

As a Church, Trinity has remained open throughout this pandemic, with the exception of the very 

beginning weeks when the shock of it all, and our understanding of how to approach things in 

terms of services was sinking into our reality. However, we have provided virtual services at the 

8:00 Eucharist all throughout. I pray they have been helpful to you. Many thanks to Wendy and 

Dora for their wonderful camera work and getting these services posted on facebook and 

youtube. 

Although this pandemic has been horrible in its basic nature, things became even more terrible 

with the death of our beloved Bishop, Stephen Strawn. The effects of all that has taken place 

recently have been a sunami of heartache and shock of his passing. As a parish within the 

diocese, we must remain strong and continue on with the good work both the Bishop and we 

have begun here at Trinity. Those of us who have not yet come back to the church, should 

certainly reconsider at this time to do so. Most everyone has had their vaccinations, and we are in 

my humble opinion a safe church. I really long to see you all here, so that we can get on with our 

lives as a fellowship of Christians who God has saved throughout all this. Let us all worship 

together and give great thanksgiving to Him. 

There is so much to say to you all, but much of it needs to be said to each of you personally. Not 

so much in script but one on one. This is Whitsunday approaching, and it would be a blessing to 

see the entire parish here as we remember and celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit both to the 

Apostles and Disciples of Christ, but also the indwelling of the Holy Spirit within us all. Don’t 

you think this would be a good time for a homecoming?  

 

God be with you and in you always 

Fr. Ernie 

 

Things going on in the Church & not 
 

Monthly Church Dinner: With the decline of Covid and the numbers of people now vaccinated, 

both outside the church and within our Church, we are seriously thinking of re-establishing our 

monthly church outing of breaking bread together. This delightful time together has been 

seriously missed by all those who attended, and is now time to get back on track. More 

information about this will be forthcoming very soon. I hope that many of you will be partaking 

in this event.  

*Food Pantry: Our food pantry has been doing pretty good, but we had to skip last month 

because of simply not having enough food and items to deliver. Please do take time when out 

shopping to purchase a few small items for those who we are trying to bring some relief to. I will 



be delivering on Thursday, May 27th. If at all possible, please bring in whatever you can on 

Sunday, May 23rd, so that all will be ready for delivery. God Bless you all, and thankyou for all 

you do for this church and for those who need us.  

 

Weather:   I guess we can safely say that God is bringing some needed rain to this wonderful 

land of His. We may look at it as somewhat to much rain, but how can we tell our Lord what is 

needed. Thank you Lord for shedding heavenly blessings upon our land, providing all things 

necessary to your people for sustaining healthy lives. (Because of all this rain and standing 

water on the roads, I would remind everyone to use defensive skills while driving. Look ahead 

for standing water and slow down, because water will pull your tires to one side or the other if 

moving to fast.)   

 
Our Parish Development Committee, also meets on Tuesday’s following the 2nd Sunday of each month. 

Meetings begin at 6:30 PM and are usually done by 7:30 PM.  This group of faithful is a great joy to work 

with, and are always focused on creative thinking for the benefit of God’s Church.  Our next meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, June 15th, and you are always welcome to come and participate in the brainstorming 

efforts of this body of Christians. 

 

Bible Study: We have had the bible study back in gear now for 4 months, and it has been 

moderately to well attended. We have now finished studying the Epistle Generals of James, & 1st 

Peter. These bible study groups are engaging and filled with a lot of dialogue from all present. 

Our next study session will be Wednesday, May 26th at 10:30 – 11:30 AM. Hope to see you 

there. 

 

Web Site: Our Website has been moving forward with content for those who view it will see. 

There is a calendar and photo page which has been getting updated by Linda Allen who has been 

doing a knock down job on this very important asset of our church. Thank you so very much 

Linda. Also, Sermons have been getting posted with many more to come. We are also trying to 

re-format some of our picture gallery. It is always a work in progress, and our way of 

communicating with those both inside and outside of our church here at Trinity.  

 

Episcopal Visitor: Rt. Rev. Alexander Webb has been assigned the duties of Bishop of the 

Missouri Valley Diocese, until a formal nomination and election takes place at Synod to elect a 

formal Bishop Ordinary to replace Bishop Strawn, following his return unto the Lord. Bishop 

Webb now resides as Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of the Northeast, ACA, and Dean of St. 

Luke’s Anglican Pro-Cathedral Church, Amherst, NH. We welcome Bishop Webb to the 

Diocese and our prayers are for his success and comfort. 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries for month of December 
      

Birthday’s in May                Anniversaries in May 

Janie Burgett / 5-3                                                                                                    Arnols & Yvonne Martin / 5-20 

Annie Basham / 5-9       Ugo & Florence Mgbike / 5-23 

Jane Culmsee / 5-13       George & Linda Allen / 5-24 

Debra Fyullington / 5-26 

Margaret Jenkins / 5-28 

 

 



 Happy Birthday & Anniversary Prayer for us all+ 
 

Please Lord, give us all the good sense to cherish every year of our lives so that we may better 

come to a deeper love and understanding of you. Let us always remember that our time here on 

earth is to be spent in devoting ourselves to your absolute service. That your purpose for each of 

us is sacred, and that we should remain thankful for each breath we take. And, we are always so 

grateful Lord for bringing us together with our loved ones in which we spend and share our lives 

together in honor and glory unto Thee. Help us Lord to learn how to show you our Love more, 

and more as we grow older in our years. 

(Forgive me if I have overlooked anyone)  
       

Intercessory Prayers 

While we pray throughout the week, let us always remember to pray for all those on our Church 

Intercessory and for all other Christian Church Prayer Intercessory lists throughout the church 

seasons.  

Pray for all those of this place: Pray for all those of this place; Particularly for  Bp. Garcia, 

Gary, Debra & Ed, Elmer & Barbara, Arnold & Yvonne, Glen, Charlotte, Peter, Doug, Larry, 

Eleanor, Lura Lu, Margaret, Herb, Jane.   

Pray also for all of our family, friends and others:  Annette & Family, Joshua, Camden, Angie 

& unborn Child, Ryan & Kacy, Bonnie, Kaden, Dn. Thad, Greg, Jose, Jana, Jazymn, Emily & 

unborn child, Carroll, Fr. Greg Miller, Bp. Rueben Rodriguez, Chad & Michelle, Adult Children, 

New Born children, & all Expectant mothers. 

Special Intentions: : In your prayers today, Pray for the health and success of Rt. Rev. 

Alexander Webb, as he has taken on the position of Episcopal Visitor of the churches within the 

Missouri Valley.   

R.I.P: Pray for the sweet repose of the soul of Celia, “May her soul and the souls of all the 

faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace, and may light perpetual shine upon 

them.” 

 

Music at Trinity, May/June 2021 
 

“Processiontide”  
 

 

     The title of this month’s music column is borrowed from the former Rector of the church I 

attend when in Boston.  This colorful and rather appropriate term is one that he gives to the 

extended season which this year began in April, and continues into May and June: Easter, 

Ascension, Whitsun, Trinity Sunday and Corpus Christi.  All these great springtime celebrations 

in the church’s year call for great music, and particularly for some outstanding processional 

hymns; after all, we Anglicans do love singing in procession!  A former student of mine (of 

rather pronounced fundamentalist tendencies) once asked me about whether such formalities 

were really necessary, and whether they were really scripturally based, or were they just some 

sort of liturgical parade.  I replied with great surprise that such a biblical student was apparently 

not familiar with Psalm 122: “I was glad when they said unto me, we will go into the house of 

the Lord”.  I further mentioned that singing in procession prolongs the actual entrance into the 

church, slows down perceived time so that the words may be savored (something not possible 



with more “pop” styles of music), and that it is symbolic of bringing the praises of God to every 

corner of the earth.  I concluded by recommending that she try it sometime, but to this day I still 

don’t know whether that part of my answer yielded any fruit! 

     Whether beginning worship with a sublime procession in a reverberant cathedral, or making 

an entrance of both simplicity and dignity, these great feasts are highlighted by some of our 

finest hymns.  In May, the ten day period of Ascensiontide begins, which serves to focus on the 

Ascension of Christ, as well as to prepare for the descent of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost.  Our 

Ascension service will include hymns with texts by Christopher Wordsworth and Charles 

Wesley, as well as Thomas Kelly’s triumphant hymn “The head that once was crowned with 

thorns”.  This text is set to equally majestic music by the 18th-century English composer 

Jeremiah Clarke, better known as the composer of the famous Trumpet Voluntary in D, a piece 

that has accompanied countless brides on their journey down the aisle.  The prelude music for 

our Sunday after Ascension service is also noteworthy, being a movement from the Ascension 

Suite of the French composer Olivier Messiaen.  This piece bears the title “Prayer of Christ 

ascending into Heaven”, and is a powerful yet understated meditation on the theme of the day. At 

times the music seems to actually stand still, allowing the listener to remain deep in 

contemplation of the mystical event of Christ departing from his friends.  Such music provides a 

contrast with the more exuberant hymns of the day, and allows the worshipper to get “warmed 

up” for the service. 

          Pentecost (also known as Whitsunday), is, like Easter, observed in many cultures over a 

period of three days to a week, each day serving to emphasize a different aspect of the day’s 

message.  This feast day, with its central message of the descent of the Holy Ghost, serves as a 

fitting conclusion to the entire Easter season, and is celebrated in some of our finest hymns.  

Perhaps the loveliest of these, both in text and music, is “Come down, o Love Divine”.  This text 

is by Bianco da Siena, a writer of whom almost nothing is known, and dates back to the 14th 

century.  Bianco’s words provide a distinctly intimate and personal interpretation of the 

Pentecost message, in contrast to the more dramatic narration given in the bible’s book of Acts.  

The music is by the well-known English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams, who, although a 

life-long agnostic, composed some of the 20th century’s finest hymns and sacred music. 

     Trinity Sunday is the culmination of our church year, which began with the Advent season all 

the way back in December (yes, it does seem like just a few weeks ago!).  “Holy, Holy, Holy”, 

“Holy God, we praise Thy Name” and “Let all mortal flesh keep silence” are some of the 

beloved hymns for this day, and the organ repertoire provides additional focus.  The prelude is 

one composed by Dr. T. Tertius Noble (how’s that for a good British name!), a musician who 

served as organist/choirmaster in England’s Ely cathedral and also at New York City’s famous 

St. Thomas Church on Fifth Avenue.  Our Trinity celebration will be concluded by Bach’s 

mighty musical commentary on the Creed, “We all believe in one God, the Creator”, a work of 

enormous power and strength. 

     We invite everyone at Trinity to attend worship on these most important and festive days in 

the church’s calendar, and to benefit from this very rich time. 

 

                                                                                                              Steven McDonald 

 
 

 

 



Whitsunday (Pentecost) 

 

(From the appointed message of the Church Kalendar, of 1928) 

 

T he appointed hour is come: a mighty wind announces the approach of God’s Holy Spirit; His 

fire descends on each one of them with a kindling touch, “cloven tongues as of fire;” their gifts 

rush into existence; the church of God in all of its perfection and all its beauty is born to all the 

world, and to all ages.  Into the structural unit already prepared in the Octave of the Resurrection, 

the Risen Lord had breathed His own incorruptible life and made it a Church. But after His 

Ascension upon the new-born but still infant Church, He poured forth the indwelling Spirit with 

all His fullness and power.  Thus did the Church, the new means of Salvation, the temporal 

organism of the Holy Spirit, come into being in her hierarchical and sacramental organization, as 

perfectly as the Jewish system under Moses.   From the beginning all the gifts of spiritual life 

were in her, and there was no want of a single instrument for attaining perfection of grace, and 

obtaining the brightest crown of glory. 
 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


